
HISD is subject to sending $162 million in local property-tax dollars to the state this year 
by PURCHASING ATTENDANCE CREDITS — and local voters will be given the option of 
authorizing the payment before it can be sent.

The HISD Board of Education has placed the issue on the NOVEMBER 8 BALLOT. Here’s 
the language that will appear on the ballot:

Either way, the Legislature in 2017 could make changes to the school finance system to avert or 
lessen the impact of the “Robin Hood” payment. Visit HoustonISD.org/Recapture to learn more.

●  If voters APPROVE the measure, 
HISD will begin paying the $162 
million next spring. The state will 
use this payment to fund public 
education in Texas.

●  If approved, the district will continue 
to make annual recapture payments 
for the foreseeable future. Voter 
approval will no longer be required 
for HISD to send an estimated  
$257 million in 2017-18; $308 million 
in 2018-19; and $386 million in  
2019-20. That’s over  $1 billion  
going from HISD to the state in  
the coming years.

●  If voters DON’T APPROVE the 
measure, HISD would then be 
subject to detachment of about  
$18 billion worth of commercial 
property next July — starting with 
the most valuable. 

●  The Texas Education Agency 
will detach a portion of HISD's 
commercial property and reassign 
it to other school districts in Texas, 
where it will be taxed at those 
districts’ rates. Those districts would 
likely impose taxes at a higher rate 
than HISD does. HISD would lose 
that revenue from the business 
community, and the local share 
would possibly increase. 

Authorizing the board of trustees of 
Houston Independent School District to 
PURCHASE ATTENDANCE CREDITS 
from the state with local tax revenues.

FOR AGAINST

$162 million ‘Robin Hood’
payment on the November ballot
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by ‘Robin Hood’ law
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Visit HoustonISD.org/Recapture to learn more.

➜  Rising property values will cause HISD’s estimated recapture payments to grow: 

o  $257 million in recapture for 2017-18

o  $308 million in recapture for 2018-19

o  $386 million in recapture for 2019-20

➜  HISD is expected to pay $162 million to the state by purchasing “attendance credits.” 

o  This payment forced HISD to cut $95 million from the 2016-17 budget.

o   This “wealth” designation means HISD pays the state more than it 
receives in aid.

 Voters will be given the option of authorizing the $162 million 
payment before it can be sent to the state by “purchasing 
attendance credits.” The measure will be on the 
November 8 ballot.

Election November 8

o   The number of economically disadvantaged students HISD serves is higher than the 
TOTAL number of students in any other Texas district.

Almost a third are 
English-language 
learners.

➜  HISD is “property-wealthy” and is subject to the state’s “Robin Hood” law, 
even though it faces challenges other property-wealthy districts do not:

Nearly 80 percent 
of HISD students are 
economically 
disadvantaged.


