
Reading Help Online
This summer, HISD is teaming up with the Houston 
Public Library and myON, a digital library where 
students can access more than 5,000 free books 
that are just right for their reading level and 
interests. Your child will receive a myON log-in 
before the end of the school year, and by entering 
their school name, user name, and password at 
www.myON.com, they’ll be exposed to a new 
world of reading.

Students will also continue to have access to 
istation over the summer, the online skill-building 
reading program which they use in class that’s 
customized to their individual needs. Your 
youngster’s school can provide you with log-in 
information, and we hope you’ll help sign them 
on and continue their learning.

Summer Reading Resources
Houston Public Library
http://www.houstonlibrary.org/summer

Harris County Public Library
www.hcpl.net/kidsite

Bellaire City Library
www.ci.bellaire.tx.us

iStation
Obtain a log-in and password from your school

MyOn Reader
www.myON.com

Tumblebook Library
http://www.tumblebooks.com/library/asp/home_
tumblebooks.asp

4400 West 18th Street
Houston, Texas 77092-8501

www.HoustonISD.org
www.facebook.com/HoustonISD

www.twitter.com/HoustonISD

Summer
Reading

H o u s t o n  I n d e p e n d e n t
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

NEW: Read books online.
Go to www.myon.com.

Every Summer Has a Story
Summer travels are about more than trips 
to the beach, theme parks, and camping. 
Take your children on unforgettable 
journeys in their imaginations with 
reading. All it takes is a library card and a 
commitment to read with them just a few 
minutes every day. Thousands of books 
are now available for free online, too. 
Vacation reading will keep youngsters’ 
learning moving forward — and there’s no 
better time for them to develop a lifelong 
habit of fi nding pleasure in books. So 
make books part of your vacation fun. 
What will your family’s summer reading 
“story” be?



Dear Parents:

At HISD, we want to keep 
our students reading 
all summer long. Why? 
It’s simple. Youngsters 
who don’t read can fall 
down the “Summer Slide” 

that happens during the long break from the 
classroom and lose many of the reading and 
learning skills they’ve already developed.

Reading isn’t just a classroom activity. We 
want you to help your child to read every day 
in the home or wherever your journeys take 
you as part of our Every Summer Has a Story 
campaign that will reinforce good learning 
habits and maintain — and advance — your 
child’s achievement.

Help them set and attain a goal of reading fi ve 
or more books before they return to school. 
You’re receiving a reading log that will make 
it easy to keep track of their progress. When 
students attain that goal, they can return the 
card to their school librarian in August and 
receive their rewards.

But the real reward is in reading itself. It’s said 
that no reading stays with us more than the 
books we devour as children — that they are part 
of whom we become. For me as a boy, the frontier 
novels of James Fenimore Cooper, such as Last 
of the Mohicans and The Deerslayer, captured my 
imagination and fed my taste for adventure.

Perhaps this will be the summer that your child 
fi nds stories that will help their learning now 
and stay with them for life. Please partner with 
them — and with HISD — in this important e� ort.

Dr. Terry B. Grier
Superintendent

PARENT SUMMER 
READING CHECKLIST
Are you sending your children the right message 
about reading? Is it part of your life, or are you too 
busy to sit down and enjoy a good book? Children 
learn by example, and the experience of seeing of 
older siblings and adults reading is important to 
them learning to love books.

✔  Be sure your child (and you!) have a 

library card at your nearest branch.

✔  Make frequent visits to the library, and 

check out special programs they may 

have, such as story times for younger 

readers, authors’ visits, or interactive 

workshops and activities.

✔  Make reading a part of your household. 

Have books available on shelves, and 

set up a quiet area where you and your 

child can read together.

✔  Read together every day! With younger 

children, read to them or patiently listen 

to them read. With older children, have 

them read while you also enjoy a book.

✔  Talk about what you’re reading 
together — what you’re learning, 
why you’re enjoying a book.

✔  Discuss how you’re using reading 
in your everyday life — whether it’s 

following a recipe, checking the day’s 

weather report, checking in a manual 

to fi x a leaky faucet, or looking up an 

article to see if that stu� y nose is a 

cold or an allergy.

✔  Encourage them to share favorite 
books with their friends.

IT’S EASY!
Read at least fi ve books this summer! With the help of 
your school librarian, you can create a personal book 
list by choosing titles that interest you that match your 
reading level.

Record the books you read this summer on the 
back of your Summer Reading Log, then have your 
certifi cate signed by a parent, guardian, or librarian.

Reward yourself when you go back to school in 
the fall. Take your completed Summer Reading 
Log to your librarian and get your reading 
incentive rewards.

DOUBLE YOUR REWARDS
Your local branch of the Houston Public Library, Harris 
County Public Library, and the Bellaire City Library 
participate in the Texas Summer Reading program 
— and you can get credit for books you read this 
summer in both that program and HISD’s! That means 
earning incentives during the summer for the state 
program, and collecting your HISD rewards when you 
return to school. This year’s Texas program theme is 
Fizz, Boom, Read! and libraries are planning all sorts 
of fun activities related to science and math. Check 
in with your local branch — and check out some 
great books!


