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“Welcome to WHAP!” 
Your Teacher: Mr. Duerr @  
	  

A HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN 6 GLASSES  

by Tom Standage (2005) 	  
The particular book that has been assigned to you will provide an excellent and 
thought provoking look at world history through the humble beverage. What we drink is 
something most people take for granted, not giving their potables a second thought. As 
you will learn throughout this class; everything, from what we drink to the clothes we 
wear, from the technology we use; to the religion we practice; everything has an 
interrelated history. 

A little about the author: Tom Standage is digital editor at The 
Economist, overseeing the magazine's website, Economist.com, and its 
smartphone, tablet and e-reader editions. Before that he was business 
affairs editor, running the back half of the magazine, and he previously 
served as business editor, technology editor and science correspondent.  
He writes the video-game column for Intelligent Life, The Economist's 
lifestyle magazine, is a regular commentator on BBC radio, and has written 
for other publications including the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, the 
New York Times and Wired. He holds a degree in engineering and 
computer science from Oxford University, and is the least musical 
member of a musical family. He is married and lives in London with his 
wife and children. 
  
E ?s: The Essential Questions provided for this book are 
meant to jump start your historical thinking skills. It is not 
enough to read about history; you must learn to “do” history. 

 



BEER  
1. How is the discovery of beer linked to the growth of the first 
“civilizations”? 
2. What does this history of beer in the ancient world tell us about the early 
civilizations? 
3. What sources does the author use to gather his information on the use of 
beer? 
4. What were some of the uses of beer by ancient cultures? Nourishment? 
Ritual? Religious? 
5. How did beer “civilize” man, according to Standage? 
6. What is the relationship between beer and writing, commerce, and 
health? 

WINE  
1. How did the use of wine differ from that of beer in ancient Greece and 
Rome? 
2. How was wine used by the Greeks? 
3. How and why did wine develop into a form of a status symbol in Greece? 
4. How was wine consumed? What does this tell us about the ancient Greek 
culture? 
5. How did the use of wine in Roman culture differ from that of ancient 
Greece? 
6. What is the relationship between wine and empire, medicine, and 
religion. 

SPIRITS  
1. What is the origin of distilled spirits? 
2. What is the connection between spirits and colonization? 
3. How was the production of spirits connected to slavery? 
4. What role did spirits play on the high seas? 
5. In the 18th  century, how did spirits help Britain have a more superior 
navy than France? 
6. Why were spirits an important staple in Colonial America? 
7. How did rum play a role in the American Revolution? 
8. What were the negative effects/uses of spirits? (Use entire chapter to 
answer this) 



COFFEE  
1. Who did Europeans get coffee from and how did it spread to Europe? 
2. Why was it so important to Europe’s development that many people’s 
beverage of choice switched from alcohol to coffee? 
3. Describe coffee’s effect on the global balance of power (in terms of 
commerce). 
4. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the scientific revolution? (give lots 
of detail) 
5. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the ‘financial revolution’? 
6. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the French Revolution? (give lots of 
detail and go into the Enlightenment) 

TEA  
1. When did tea first become a mainstream drink in Asia? In Europe? 
2. How did the consumption of tea in Europe differ from how it was 
consumed in China or Japan? 
3. If tea arrived in Europe around the same time as when coffee did, why 
did it not find the immediate success that coffee had? 
4. How did tea transform English society?  Who were its main consumers 
and what were some of the new rituals that surrounded tea? 
5. How was tea an integral part of the Industrial Revolution? 
6. What was the connection between tea and politics? 
7. How was tea connected to the opium trade and the Opium War of 1839-
1842? 
8. What role did the tea trade and production play in the British rule over 
India? 



 
COCA-COLA 
1. What was the origin of Coke? 
2. How was this beverage used medicinally and what were the additives? 
3. What was the relationship of Coke and World War II? 
4. How was Coke thought of by the communist during the Cold War? 
5. What is meant by “globalization in a bottle”? 
6. How did Coca-Cola materialize into an American value? How did this 
help and hurt Coca-Cola? (and, in some ways, America itself?) 

Epilogue-Water 
1. Describe how the scientific advancements of the 19th century brought 
the history of beverages full circle. 
2. Which water’s quality is more tightly controlled-tap or bottled? 
3. How many people have no access to safe water today? 
4. How has access to water affected international relations? 
Please check Mr. Duerr’s WHAP Edmodo & twitter pages 
over the summer for short video clips that will help walk you 
through chapters and help aid your understanding.  
https://edmo.do/j/hp9wgn 
@CLUBWHAP_Xtnded 
Be prepared for a test the first week (probably Friday) over 
this book. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to email 
or post on the Edmodo Page 

Mr. Duerr – rduerr1@houstonisd.org  


