
AP US History
History 1301 & 1302 Dual Credit

Book Review

Your task is to write a ONE page book review for the novel Washington’s Providence by Chris LaFata.

a. Your review must be written in Times New Roman ONLY.

b. The review must be written in font NOT LARGER than size 12 and double spaced. 

c. The review is NOT to be over one page long.  If your review is over one page, reduce your font size slightly.  A review 
that is too long will reflect in your grade, too short and it will also reflect in your grade.

d. The margins MUST be set at one inch on all four sides.  A ruler will be used.

e. Your title should only contain your name, title of book, and date.  Your title must be single spaced. 

Follow the tips listed below for writing a solid book review.  

As you write your book review, remember that your goal is to analyze the text by discussing the strengths and 
weaknesses—as opposed to summarizing the content. You should also note that it’s best to be as balanced as possible 
in your analysis. Include both positives and negatives. On the other hand, if you think the book was either dreadfully 
written or ingenious, you should say so! 

Here are some other important elements to include in your analysis:

1. Date/range of the book. Define the time period that the book covers. Explain if the book progresses 
chronologically or if it addresses events by topic. If the book addresses one particular subject, explain how that 
event fits into a broader time scale (like the Reconstruction era). 

2. Point of view. Can you glean from the text if the author has a strong opinion about an event? Is the author 
objective, or does he express a liberal or conservative viewpoint? 

3. Organization. Discuss whether the book makes sense the way it is written or if it could have been better 
organized. 

4. Author information. What do you know about the author? What other books has he/she written? What 
training or experience has contributed to the author’s command of the topic?

The last paragraph of your review should contain a summary of your review and a clear statement that conveys your 
overall opinion. It is common to make a statement such as: 

 This book delivered on its promise because... 
 This book was a disappointment because... 

 This book contributed significantly to the argument that... 

 The book [title] provides the reader with deep insight into...

The book review is an opportunity to give your true opinion about a book. Just remember to back up a strong 
statement like those above with evidence from the text. 


