MANDARIN CHINESE LANGUAGE IMMERSION MAGNET SCHOOL

THE SUZUKI METHOD
The Suzuki method was begun in Japan, where Shinichi Suzuki taught the art of playing the violin to young children with his method and philosophy. The method, known as “talent education”, was so named because Suzuki's philosophy was founded on the belief that every child could learn, and music study was for everyone, not just for those who exhibited signs of "talent".
Parent involvement is of the utmost importance in the Suzuki method. The “Suzuki Triangle” is comprised of the teacher, the child and the parent, who work together as the student studies the violin. The Suzuki parent is often called the "home teacher." The parent's attendance at the child's lessons is required, and the parent practices every day with the child at home. The parent must attend lessons so he/she can learn to create a nurturing, supportive musical environment in the home, and observes the lesson so he/she has the knowledge necessary to repeat the lessons at home on a daily basis. Each child is allowed to progress at his/her own pace; skills are introduced in small steps so that each one can be mastered successfully. Students use a “box” violin to learn the first steps of holding a violin, so that by the time they start on the “real” violin they are already proficient at handling it. They use a “foot chart” to help with standing positions, as well as to center their attention on the lesson. There is a focus on positive reinforcement and the child is praised and encouraged at each step. Teachers, parents and students are supportive of each other in a non-competitive way.
In addition to private lessons, Suzuki instruction includes group classes. The positive peer interaction makes the learning process fun for children and is highly motivating. Older and more advanced students provide excellent role models, encouraging children to continue and advance in their musical studies. 
One important factor in this “mother-tongue approach” is the fact that children learn to speak language long before they learn to read and write. They can also learn to play music long before reading and writing music. The Suzuki method is an ear-training-based method; children learn by ear while developing the physical skills of playing the instrument. Suzuki students are expected to listen to a recording of their current Suzuki pieces many times every day. In this way learning the music is very natural. The entire Suzuki repertoire is memorized; with this method, memorization is a simple and easy process. 
The Suzuki repertoire is a series of books and recordings developed by Dr. Suzuki. The literature is carefully chosen to teach musical skills and technique through the pieces, instead of dry technical exercises. Since all Suzuki students of the same instrument will learn the same repertoire, everyone has a "common language" and can play together.

A student’s repertoire is built through review which is a vital part of the Suzuki method. In learning to speak, when children learn a word, instead of leaving it when they move on to a new word, they incorporate it into their vocabulary and continue to use it while building new skills. Suzuki students will gradually add to their repertoire and continuously review the pieces they have previously learned. New skills are learned on familiar pieces, making the learning process easier and more enjoyable. Children learn by repetition, and mastery of the literature is achieved through the review process. Through this process, the student quickly develops a long list of pieces that he/she can proudly play well.

Learning note-reading in the Suzuki method is handled in the same way language is learned. Children learn to speak long before they learn the printed word. Suzuki students will begin to play their instrument from printed music only after their ability to physically play the instrument has been developed. This allows the teacher, parent and child to focus on the elements needed to play the instrument well: a beautiful tone, posture, intonation, phrasing and musical style. The Suzuki repertoire is learned by ear, and note-reading is learned separately. 
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Dear Parents,

Violin classes using the Suzuki method will be offered at MCLIMS this year. We will use a modified Suzuki method to fit our school schedule and include as many students as possible. Parents who would like their children to participate in this program must realize that they are signing up for a commitment of time and effort. According to the Suzuki philosophy, every child can learn to play if he/she practices regularly and is provided with the proper environment. In this method, the parent is a very important part of the child’s education. The teacher and parent work with the child to:

· create a positive learning environment
· begin their instruction with a box violin and a foot chart

· take very small steps, and master each before going on (this may make progress seem slow at first)
· make a commitment to daily practicing of assignments and daily listening to the Suzuki recordings

· keep practice regular and friendly

· have a working knowledge of the instrument and its care
For students in grades PreK, K, 1and 2,

A PARENT MUST ATTEND THE SEMI-PRIVATE LESSONS EVERY WEEK. If this is not possible, your child MAY NOT TAKE SUZUKI LESSONS until he/she is in third grade. Parents observe each lesson so that they can effectively guide the practicing at home. 
Parent attendance at semi-private lessons is not required in grades 3-5; with their increased maturity, these older students are better able to remember the details of each lesson. However, parent attendance of 3rd, 4th and 5th graders is highly encouraged if possible, as it has proven to help the student progress faster. The parent, whether attending lessons or not, must guide the daily practicing, using the assignments on the weekly practice sheets, and see that the student listens daily to the Suzuki recordings. 
At MCLIMS, we have a limited number of openings for violin students, so they will be chosen through a lottery system. Each grade level will have a limited number of slots for Suzuki violin. If in any grade level the number of applications exceeds the number of slots, students will be chosen at random from the applications that were turned in by the deadline of September 5th. No preference will be given for applications turned in early. After students have been chosen, the remaining students will be placed on a waiting list. Students whose applications are turned in late will be added to the waiting list.
Each student enrolled will have 2 violin classes each week. The semi-private lesson (with 2 to 3 students and their parents) will take place either on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, and will involve missing half of the ancillary class for that day. (Ancillary classes include library, music and PE.) The group class will take place every Friday and will require the student to miss the entire ancillary class for that day. Because our ancillary classes will be on an A, B, C-day rotation this year, students will miss these classes in roughly equal amounts no matter which day they have their semi-private lessons. Please refer to the application form for exact times.
REQUIREMENTS for participation in this program are:
Instrument: 
Each student must have his/her own violin of the correct size. The box violin and foot chart will be made at the first lesson. The school has received funding for a limited number of violins to be borrowed by students in the program at no cost (except for a minimal charge for instrument insurance). If demand for these violins exceeds our supply, they will be offered to the students in the order in which they were selected in the lottery. For those who will get their own instrument, they are available at area violin shops; monthly instrument rentals run from about $18 to $30. You will receive more information about instruments when you are accepted into the program.
Supplies:
Students are required to bring all supplies to every class. Music books, CDs, and folders will be required, at a cost of approximately $40.00. Besides the violin of the correct size, students need a folder (or binder) and filled-out practice sheet (assignment sheet with practice chart) at every lesson. You will receive more information about supplies when you are accepted into the program If students come without these supplies 3 times, the parent will be notified; if they come without the supplies 3 more times, the students will be dropped from the class.
Attendance:
Students are required to attend all classes, semi-private and group, each week. Parents are required to attend the semi-private lessons for students in grades PreK, K, 1 and 2. Some absences are excused (e.g. illness or field trips). After 3 unexcused absences, the parent will be notified; if there are 3 more, the student will be dropped from the class.
Practicing:
Students and parents are required to practice together daily, with a minimum of 3 days a week; they should practice 5 to 7 days a week. The amount of time they spend each day depends on the student’s level of playing: for beginners, 10 or 15 minutes is acceptable, but more advanced students need more practice time, e.g. 30 to 45 minutes a day. (Anything lower than 5 minutes is not counted.) This must be noted on the Practice Sheet. If a student practices less than the minimum, or does not turn in the practice sheet, for 3 weeks, the parent will be notified; if either of these two behaviors continues for 3 more weeks, the student will be dropped from the class.
Listening:
Parents must see that students listen to the Suzuki recording daily. This must be noted on the Practice Sheet.
Progress made: 
Students are required to finish learning a minimum of one piece each grading period (9 weeks). To finish a piece, it must be played correctly, by memory, at the semi-private lesson. Most students do MORE than this; if a student does less, the parent will be notified. If the student does not improve during the next grading period, the student will be dropped from the class.

Performance:

Students should be prepared to play in any scheduled performances.

If you have questions about our Suzuki violin program, you are invited to attend any of our information sessions, including Q&A, in the cafeteria on the following dates and times:

Wednesday, August 28, 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 29, 8:00-8:30 a.m. and 2:20-2:50 p.m.
Tuesday, September 3, 8:00-8:30 a.m., 2:20-2:50 p.m., and 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
Sincerely,

Mrs. Claire Eary

Suzuki Violin Specialist
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APPLICATION FORM
The schedule of violin lessons is as follows: 
PreK


A - 9:51 to 10:18 
or
B - 10:18 to 10:36
Kindergarten

A - 8:53 – 9:21 
or
B - 9:21 – 9:49
1st Grade

A - 7:55 – 8:23 
or
B - 8:23 – 8:51
2nd Grade

A - 11:06 – 11:34
or
B - 11:34 – 12:02
3rd Grade

A - 12:04 – 12:32 
or
B - 12:32 – 1:00
4th Grade

A - 2:00 – 2:28 
or
B - 2:28 – 2:56
5th Grade

A - 2:00 – 2:28 
or
B - 2:28 – 2:56

Please sign and return the form below if you are interested in participating in this program, so that students can be chosen and lesson days can be scheduled. Please note on the form if you, the parent, have a preference for which day you can attend, either Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday; and which time you prefer, A (first half of ancillary class) or B (second half of ancillary class). Your preference will be taken into consideration, but cannot be guaranteed. Parent attendance at Friday group classes is encouraged but not required. Please note if you would like to check out a school violin, or if you prefer to get your own. Please let me know, too, if your child has taken violin lessons before, as well as some details about how far he/she has progressed. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns, or come to any of our information sessions at the school.

Thank you,


Mrs. Eary


ceary@houstonisd.org 

_____
Yes, my child and I would like to join the Suzuki violin class
_____
I will attend the semi-private every week lesson (required for students in grades PreK, K, 1 and 2).
_____ We would like to check out a school violin if possible.

_____ We prefer to get (rent or purchase) our own violin.

_____ My child has taken violin lessons in the past. Details: _________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your first and second choices of day and time:

Day:
 _____ Monday



Time:
 _____ A 


_____ Tuesday




_____ B 


_____ Wednesday


_____ Thursday
Student’s name: ____________________________
Classroom Teacher: ____________________________

Home phone: ______________________________
Work phone: __________________________________

Cell phone: __________________________
E-mail address: ______________________________________
Parent’s name: ____________________________
Parent’s signature: ______________________________
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