8th Grade Summer Reading Project

Greetings future 8th Graders! We are looking forward to the upcoming school year and everything you will accomplish in your English class. In order to keep our minds fresh and prepare you for what will be expected, we will be completing a summer reading project. Participation is mandatory, and you will be held accountable during the first weeks back from the summer break.  If you complete the assignment on time, you will receive a free lanyard and a free dress pass.  (
STEP 1: Choose one book from the following list and read it.

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, by Douglas Adams

· “Seconds before the Earth is demolished for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is saved by Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised Guide. Together they stick out their thumbs to the stars and begin a wild journey through time and space.”
Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte*

· “Having grown up an orphan in the home of her cruel aunt and at a harsh charity school, Jane Eyre becomes an independent and spirited survivor-qualities that serve her well as governess at Thornfield Hall. But when she finds love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, the discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a choice. Should she stay with him whatever the consequences or follow her convictions, even if it means leaving her beloved?”
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll

· “This classic tale is a remarkable story of one little girl who embarks on possibly one of the most amazing adventures in literary history.”
And Then There Were None, by Agatha Christie
· “Considered the best mystery novel ever written by many readers, And Then There Were None is the story of 10 strangers, each lured to Indian Island by a mysterious host. Once his guests have arrived, the host accuses each person of murder. Unable to leave the island, the guests begin to share their darkest secrets--until they begin to die.”
The House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros

· “Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become.”
Lord of the Flies, by William Golding
· “William Golding's compelling story about a group of very ordinary small boys marooned on a coral island has become a modern classic. At first it seems as though it is all going to be great fun; but the fun before long becomes furious and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and death. As ordinary standards of behavior collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses with them—the world of cricket and homework and adventure stories—and another world is revealed beneath, primitive and terrible.”
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis
· “Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice.”
The Giver, by Lois Lowry
· “The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community.”
A Separate Peace, by John Knowles
· “Set at a boys’ boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world.”
The Hobbit, or There and Back Again, by J.R.R. Tolkien*
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“Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum.”
* Advanced text
STEP 2: Choose one project from the following three and complete it as you read:
1. Character Diary and Scrapbook

Make a scrapbook with items and pictures that are important to the life of the main character and to the story. Within your scrapbook, you will also include at least five diary entries written from the point of view of the main character in the story.

The Scrapbook

Your scrapbook may be filled with pictures, small items, artifacts, collectibles, or anything else that best represent your character’s motivations, feelings, perspective, and thoughts throughout the story.

The Diary Entries

Within your scrapbook, you must have at least five diary entries that the main character might have written before, during, or after the book’s events. Remember, the main character’s personal thoughts and feelings are important in a diary. Use your creativity to come up with ways to express how your character felt during the events of the story. Diary entries should be at least half a page long.

The scrapbook and the diary can be in one book together, or you may choose to make the scrapbook and the diary two separate items. Either way is fine.
2. Dialectical Journal

Choose one quotation from or about each major character in your book. The character in question can either speak the quotation, or the quotation can be in reference to that character. Provide a chapter and page number for each quotation you write down. Once you have written down a quotation for each character listed in the chart, answer the following question in the box across from where you wrote the quotation:

“What does this quotation tell me about this particular character’s personality?”

Your response should be 2-3 sentences in length. For your reference, an example from Orson Scott Card’s Ender’s Game has been provided for you on the next page: 

	CHARACTER: Stilson 

QUOTATION: “It was Stilson, of course. He wasn’t bigger than most other kids, but he was bigger than Ender. And he had some others with him. He always did.”

CITATION: Chapter 1, Page 6
	What does this quotation tell me about this particular character’s personality? 

Stilson acts as a bully toward Ender. The quotation I chose says, “He had some others with him.” This tells me that even though Stilson is a bully, he might not be as tough as he wants everyone to think because he isn’t trying to fight Ender when it’s just the two of them alone.




Simply divide a piece of lined paper into three columns by three rows and begin your journaling. You may repeat characters if necessary, but you should have at least five characters total.
3. Literary Analysis Essay

Explain how the main character of this novel does or does not fit in with other people and how that affects their life choices, interactions with others, and/or personal feelings.

· Length requirement is 3-4 pages.

· It must be typed, double-spaced, and in 12-point Times New Roman font.

· Make sure your name is at the top, along with the date and an original title for your paper. Cover page not necessary.

· Make sure you have an introductory paragraph where you briefly summarize the book and the personality of the main character. The entire paper should not be a summary, but it is important to establish the plot and introduce the character before you begin analyzing.

· In the following paragraphs, make sure you support your assertions with text evidence (quotations from the book) and supporting details and commentary. At the very least, you should have two quotations from the book to back up your ideas, although having more is perfectly fine.

· Remember to address both how this character does or does not fit in with others, and how this affects their life.

· It is advisable to write a rough draft on paper first, but the rough draft does not need to be turned in with the final paper. It’s just a good idea to edit your writing for spelling, grammar, and punctuation before you type your final copy.

