Name: ______________________________________ Date: ___________ Period: _________

U.S. History Review Packet:  Colonial Era through the New Nation
Directions:  
1.  In this packet, you will find a list and explanation of important people, terms, and events for the colonial era through the new nation era (I will give you another packet closer to the STAAR exam that reviews everything from industrialization forward).  These are NOT fully comprehensive (they don’t include EVERYTHING), but rather are intended to highlight important items and concepts we’ve studied and give you a quick reference today when you may or may not have access to a U.S. History textbook or your history binder.

2.  Following the review sheets, you will find practice multiple-choice questions.  Answer them to the best of your ability.  At the back of the packet, you will find an answer key.  Check your answers AFTER you have finished all of the multiple-choice questions.

3.  Finally, at the end of the packet, there is space for you to write a quick reflection – based on how you did on the practice questions, what do you need to study between now and the U.S. History STAAR exam on April 25?  Make an action plan for studying over the next few weeks.

Section One:  Colonial America and Causes of the American Revolution

The major early English settlements were:

1. Jamestown (in present day Virginia) – England’s first permanent colony in North America.  Founded by a joint-stock company seeking gold and wealth; colonists suffered from disease (especially malaria due to its swampy location) and starvation.  The colony was saved by growing and selling tobacco.  Jamestown became part of the Virginia colony, which was governed by a representative legislature called the House of Burgesses.

2. Plymouth (in present day Massachusetts) – Established by Puritans and Separatists from the Anglican Church of England who sought religious freedom.  In 1620 these “Pilgrims” sailed on the Mayflower to New England.  They signed the Mayflower Compact, agreeing to obey laws established by themselves, giving an early foundation for self-government.  Became part of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  Puritans who controlled the colony wanted to create a “city on a hill” – an example for the rest of the world of a godly community.

The three colonial regions were:

1. New England colonies:  Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Maine.  The economies of the New England colonies were based on fur trading, ship building and shipping, fishing, and small farms.  The cold climate and rocky soil meant that cash crop farming did not develop.

2. Middle Colonies:  New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware.  The economies of the Middle colonies were based on farming and trade.  New York and Philadelphia became centers of trade. The Middle colonies were ethnically diverse with Dutch, French, Scots, Irish, English, and Germans among others.

3. The Southern Colonies:  North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, and Maryland.  The economy of the Southern colonies was based on agriculture.  Warm weather and rich soil led to the development of plantations where cash crops were grown (ex:  tobacco, rice, and indigo).  This system led to the widespread use of indentured servitude and later slavery in the Southern colonies.

Important people, events, and terms to remember for Colonial America include:

1. Bacon’s Rebellion – Conflict that arose in colonial Virginia when the governor tried to stop English settlers from settling on Native American lands.  This fed into an existing conflict between wealthy planters close to the coast and new poor farmers who wanted land.  Nathaniel Bacon, a poor farmer, attacked Indians and attacked Jamestown. 

2. Mercantilism – economic theory used by England that tried to increase a nation’s wealth by banning colonies from trading with foreign nations, using colonies for raw materials, and selling manufactured goods in the colonies.  However, England often used the policy of Salutary Neglect – leaving the colonies alone as long as England was making money from the colonies.

3. The Navigation Acts – Laws passed by Britain that required colonies to send certain products directly to England and goods from Europe to pass through England before going to the colonies.

4. The Stono Rebellion – A bloody slave uprising in South Carolina

5. The Great Awakening – A religious revival that aimed to stop the decline of religion in the 1730s and 1740s.  Traveling (itinerant) preachers like John Wesley, George Whitefield, and Jonathan Edwards preached that salvation was available to all who renewed their relationship with God.  The Great Awakening challenged traditional authority and divided many churches between “new lights” and traditional “old lights,” and led to the formation of new churches.

Causes of the American Revolution

The French and Indian War (aka the Seven Years War)

1. This war was the result of rivalry between England and France over empire and control of North America.

2. Started in 1754.  France allied itself with Spain and Native American groups.  At first the British suffered heavy defeats from the French.  Ultimately the war spread to Europe, making it a world war.  In 1759 the British invaded New France (Canada), sieged Quebec, and defeated the French.  In the peace treaty of 1763 France turned over present-day Canada to the British and surrendered claims to all lands east of the Mississippi except New Orleans.

3. The Albany Plan of Union – Conference called by 7 colonies to form a plan for a unified war effort against the French.  Benjamin Franklin called for a permanent union of the colonies, but the colonies rejected this.  

4. Effects:  

a. Caused tension between England and the colonies because some colonies refused to provide troops and money to fight the war.  Some colonists continued to trade with the French and Spanish.

b. American colonists now wanted to move into the newly won land west of the Appalachians, but England issued the Proclamation of 1763, which banned settlement west of the Appalachians in an attempt to avoid Indian uprisings.  This greatly angered American colonists

Events leading to the American Revolution

1. England emerged from the French and Indian War in debt and began taking actions to get the colonies to help pay for the war:

a. Began strictly enforcing the Navigation Laws, banning colonists from trading with any country except England

b. Passed the Sugar Act of 1764 – the first law to directly tax the colonists.

c. Passed the Quartering Act of 1765 – required colonies to provide food and housing for British troops

d. Stamp Act (1765) – taxed all important papers and documents.  Caused colonists to cry “no taxation without representation.”  Colonists boycotted British goods, causing a repeal of the tax.

e. Townshend Acts (1767) – taxed imports of glass, lead, paper, paint, and tea.

2. The Boston Massacre (1770) – When a crowd of 60 people in Boston began taunting and throwing snowballs at British soldiers, the soldiers opened fire and killed or wounded 11 citizens.  The colonists used this to stir up more anger and resentment toward the British

3. The Committees of Correspondence (1773) – committees established by the 13 colonies to communicate with each other about discontent with England.

4. The Tea Acts and Boston Tea Party (1773) – The Tea Acts gave the British East India Company a monopoly on selling tea to the colonies.  In Boston colonists boarded ships containing the tea and dumped it into the Atlantic.

5. The Intolerable Acts (1774) – England’s reaction to the Boston Tea Party – it closed Boston Harbor, restricted town meetings, and required Bostonians to lodge British soldiers in private homes.

6. The First Continental Congress (1774) – Meeting of delegates from 12 of the 13 colonies; created the Association, calling for a complete boycott of British goods

7. The first battles – Lexington and Concord (April 1775) – British “redcoats” were forced to retreat to Boston from a mission to take stores of colonial gunpowder and arrest John Hancock and Samuel Adams.

Section One:  Colonial America and Causes of the American Revolution Practice Multiple-Choice
_____1.  In the early 1600s, people who migrated to the New England colonies differed from those who went to Virginia in that:

A.  the New England settlement was sponsored by individual proprietors

B.  New Englanders immigrated as whole families

C.  In the harsher climate of New England, new arrivals often succumbed to disease and death

D.  New England immigrants tended to be motivated by a desire for wealth

_____2.  The Proclamation of 1763 said that:


A.  Colonists had to pay a tax on every piece of paper they bought


B.  Colonists had to lodge British soldiers in their homes


C.  Colonists would face harsher punishments for smuggling

D.  Colonists were not allowed to move west of the Appalachian Mountains into the Ohio River Valley

_____3.  Under what policy did Great Britain try to enrich itself by using the colonies as a source of raw materials and a market for finished goods?

A.  capitalism

B.  mercantilism

C.  federalism

D.  republicanism

_____4.  What role did tobacco play in Virginia’s early colonial period?

a.  It was banned by the Church of England

b.  It was traded for Native American crops

c.  It was not as profitable as raising livestock

d.  It became the foundation of the colony’s economy

_____ 5.  Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams were both banished from Massachusetts primarily for their

(A) refusal to adhere to orthodox Puritanism

(B) resistance to the “new light” beliefs of the Great Awakening

(C) proposals for a more democratic form of government

(D) insistence that Native Americans be paid for land that was taken from them

_____6.  The first Great Awakening was

(A) a religious revival that occurred throughout the American colonies

(B) a slave rebellion in colonial South Carolina

(C) an eighteenth-century religious movement among Native Americans dedicated to reaffirming traditional values

(D) the flowering of Enlightenment political thought in colonial America

_____ 7.  The French and Indian War was a pivotal point in America’s relationship to Great Britain because it led Great Britain to

(A) encourage colonial manufactures

(B) impose revenue taxes on the colonies

(C) restrict emigration from England

(D) ignore the colonies

_____ 8.  The Sugar Act and Stamp Act were created for what reason?


A.  To punish the 13 colonies for their refusal to obey Britain’s mercantilist laws


B.  To punish Boston for the Boston Tea Party


C.  To raise revenue for a war against Spain


D.  To prevent the colonists from moving into the Ohio River Valley


E.  To help pay for the debts of the French and Indian War and for British soldiers in North America

_____9.  A cold climate and thin, rocky soil led to what economic feature of the New England colonies?


a.  cash crop farming of tobacco


b.  widespread raising of livestock


c.  small subsistence farms


d.  none of the above

_____10.  The Mayflower Compact could best be described as . . .


a.  a written constitution


b.  a business contract


c.  a foundation for self-government


d.  a charter from King Charles

Section Two:  The American Revolution and Developing the Constitution

The American Revolution Timeline

Summer 1775 – The Second Continental Congress is formed.  Over the next year, it:

· Selected George Washington to be general of the Continental Army 

· Adopted the Olive Branch Petition (July 1775), telling the king that Americans were loyal to the crown and begging the king to prevent further hostilities.  Following a large death toll of British soldiers at the Battle of Bunker Hill in Boston (also in July), King George III refused the petition and in August formally declared the colonies in rebellion.

· Approved an invasion of Canada (October 1775) which ultimately failed

· Approved the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.  Declared the colonists to be independent from Great Britain and listed grievances (complaints) against the king.  Inspired by Enlightenment thinkers like Locke
January 1776 – Thomas Paine wrote a pamphlet called Common Sense.  It used John Locke’s natural rights philosophy to justify that the colonists should rebel against Britain.

October 1777 – The Battle of Saratoga – this was the turning point battle of the war.  American forces were able to cut off the British charge on New England and defeat the British.  This convinced the French to join the war as America’s ally.  France’s help allowed the Americans to begin to turn the tide of the war.

1781 – The Battle of Yorktown – this was the last major battle of the Revolution.  Washington’s men, with the help of the French, secured the surrender of British General Charles Cornwallis’ forces.

1783 – The Treaty of Paris – Britain agreed to formally recognize the U.S. as a country.  Boundaries were established at the Mississippi to the West, Florida to the South, Canada to the North.  The Americans also agreed to repay debts to British merchants and promised not to punish Loyalists.  Americans kept fishing rights off Canada.

Strengths and Weaknesses of Each Side

Britain:

Strengths:  More people, more money, a better navy, a professional army and hired soldiers.  Also enlisted 50,000 American Loyalists and many Indians

Weaknesses:  Poor government in London, some British sympathized with colonists, second-rate army leadership.  Also their army was operating 3,000 miles from home, making it difficult to get enough provisions to them.

The Colonies:

Strengths:  Good leaders, plenty of food, were fighting on their home turf.  Additionally, they were fighting for a cause they believed in

Weaknesses:  Poorly organized and not unified, had economic problems, had few military supplies, lacked manufactured goods, and had a poorly trained army

The Articles of Confederation – the nation’s first government

The thirteen states were more like thirteen little nations, each of which coined its own money, raised armies and navies, and set up trade barriers with the other states.  In 1776 the Continental Congress appointed a committee to write a written constitution for the new nation.  Result was the Articles of Confederation.  

1.  Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation


1. One vote for each state, regardless of size / population


2.  Congress can’t collect taxes to raise money to pay debts or raise armies


3.  No separate executive branch to enforce acts of Congress


4.  No national court system to interpret the laws


5.  Could only be amended with the consent of all states


6.  A 9 of 13 majority was required to pass all laws


7.  Was only a “firm league of friendship” – didn’t really bind states together

In spite of their defects, the Articles of Confederation were a significant steppingstone toward the present Constitution.  They clearly outlined the general powers that were to be given to the central government.  Also, the Articles resulted in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 – established guidelines for statehood whereby territories with at least 60,000 people could apply for statehood.  Also banned slavery north of the Ohio River, guaranteeing future free states in the Midwest.  

Part Two:  Shays’ Rebellion and the Constitution

1.  Shays’ Rebellion – Trying to pay off war debts, the states began to raise taxes.  Farmers (mostly veterans of the war), were driven into debt by high taxes and a poor economy.  They were often put in debtor’s prisons.  In Massachusetts Daniel Shays and a band of farmers rebelled in 1787, demanding tax relief.  The rebellion was ultimately put down, but it revealed the weaknesses of the Articles – the national government was helpless to send an army to stop the rebellion.  Leaders decided to call a convention to fix the problems of the Articles of the Confederation

2.  The Constitutional Convention (May of 1787)  Conflicts and Compromises:
Conflict #1: Big States vs. Small States

	New Jersey Plan:
	Virginia Plan (by James Madison):

	· One house in Congress

· Each state has an equal # of votes

· Good for small states
	· Two house Congress

· # of votes per state is based on the population of each state

· Good for big states


(
	Great Compromise:

	Two House Congress:

1. Senate:  Each state has an equal # of votes
2. House of Representatives:  # of votes is based on population


Conflict #2: Should we count slaves?

	Southern State’s Position:
	Northern State’s Position:

	Slaves should be counted in the population so Southern states could have more seats in the House of Representatives
	Slaves should NOT be counted in population


(
	Three-Fifths Compromise:

	Slaves would be counted as 3/5 of a person for purposes of representation and taxation


3.  Major Provisions of the Constitution

a.  Established a government with three branches:  Executive, Legislative, and Judicial

b.  Established a federal system of government:

	RESERVED    Powers         

 (Powers Kept by the States)
	CONCURRENT Powers

(Powers of both States and Federal Government)
	DELEGATED Powers

(Powers Given to the Federal Government)

	· Providing and supervising education

· Establishing marriage law

· Regulating trade within a state
	· Right to tax

· Right to borrow money and pay debts

· Right to establish courts
	· Control of foreign affairs

· Providing national defense

· Coining money

· Regulating trade between states


c.  Established the system of checks and balances:  check = limitation on another branches’ power; balance – each branch has no more or less power than the other two

d.  The Elastic Clause – says that Congress can do whatever it needs to do to carry out its powers.  Used to “stretch” the Constitution to fit changing times and needs.
e.  Seven Principles:  limited government, popular sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights.
f.  Amendment process:  proposed by 2/3 vote of both houses of Congress; ratified by ¾ of states
The Constitution and how we use it were influenced by:

1.  Mayflower Compact
2.  Declaration of Independence
3.  Federalist Papers – written by James, Madison, John Jay, and Alexander Hamilton to convince people to ratify the new Constitution.  Argue for strong powers for the federal government, and they help us understand the intentions of the founding fathers.  Federalists and Anti-Federalists argued over ratification of the Constitution.  Bill of Rights added to make Anti-Federalists happy and guarantee individual rights.

4.  English Bill of Rights – (1689) – guaranteed freedom of speech in Parliament and gave protection from excessive bail.

5.  Magna Carta – (1215) – guaranteed rights to trial by jury and freedom from cruel and unusual punishment; gave the idea that king and government must follow the laws.

Section Two:  The American Revolution and Developing the Constitution Practice Multiple-Choice Questions

_____1.  Which excerpt from the Constitution expresses the principle of federalism?

A. “All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States. . . .”

B.  “The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate. . . .”

C.  “The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour. . . .”

D.   “The powers not delegated to the United States . . . are reserved to the States respectively. . . .”

	The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof. . . .                                           —Article V of the U.S. Constitution


_____ 2.  Article V, excerpted above, is included in the U.S. Constitution to allow for the —

A.  adaptation of laws to reflect changes in society

B.  revision of laws by the executive branch

C.  resolution of conflicts through the judicial system

D.  validation of elections by a national authority

_____3.  Which of the following is an accurate description of the Articles of Confederation?

A.  It recognized the power of the King of England as the overlord of the colonies

B.  It included a Bill of Rights

C.  It set up a federalist system of government with three branches that had checks and balances

D.  It was a weak system of union between the original 13 states, but its main weakness was that the states held too much power

_____4.  The Magna Carta is important to our governmental system because

A.  It outlines the three branches of government

B.  It introduced the concept of trial by jury

C.  It was the first modern British census

D.  It was written by Thomas Paine

	Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains or slavery?  Forbid it, Almighty God!  I know not what course others may take but as for me; give me liberty or give me death!

-- Patrick Henry, 1776


_____5.  Which of the following best reflects Henry’s point of view?

A.  The Civil War is justifiable

B.  Freedom is worth dying for

C.  War is wrong

D.  Citizens should be subservient to the state

_____ 6.  The main reason that the colonies declared independence was

A.  the desire to unite with France

B.  the British Empire failed to protect colonists from attacks by Native Americans

C.  that colonists were forced to pay taxes without having representation in Parliament

D.  that King George made Catholicism the official religion of the colonies

_____ 7.    Title:  ???

· No Federal Judiciary

· Congress Could Not Tax

· 13 States had to approve changes

· Lack of executive branch

Which of the following would be the best title for the list above?

A.  Strengths of the Constitution

B.  Weaknesses of the Bill of Rights

C.  Successes of the Articles of Confederation

D.  Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
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“The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street on March 5th, 1770 . . . ,” engraved by Paul Revere, Boston,

>

Massachusetts, 1770. From the collections of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.





The above engraving was done by Paul Revere after the Boston Massacre.  This engraving was published and distributed throughout the colonies.  Which of the following was the most likely effect of the distribution of this engraving?

A.  American colonists decided that the British Army was far superior to the state militias and sought to ensure peace with the British Empire

B.  The British were viewed as heroes and parades were held in their honor

C.  The American colonists remained neutral about the issue of Britain’s policies

D.  The American colonists were outraged by the events depicted and anti-British sentiment grew

	“New Congress to Have Two Houses”

“Slaves to Count as Three-Fifths of a Person”

“President to be Chosen by Electoral Vote”


_____ 9.  Which conclusion about the Constitutional Convention is best supported by these headlines?

a.  States that were small in area would lose power in the new Constitution

b.  States with large populations controlled the outcome of the convention

c.  The framers of the Constitution were able to compromise on important issues

d.  Slavery was not discussed at the Convention
Section Three:  The New Nation
Important People, Events, and Terms from this era:

1. Washington’s Administration – Washington established the cabinet system, creating the secretary of state, secretary of the treasury, and secretary of war.  The first Congress proposed the Bill of Rights be added to the Constitution to guarantee civil liberties.  They also passed the Judiciary Act of 1789, creating the Supreme Court and federal court system

2.  Alexander Hamilton – Developed a plan to fix the U.S. economy that involved a protective tariff for U.S. manufacturers, paying off the national debt, and creating a national bank (the Bank of the United States)

3.  Hamilton and the Federalists – One of the first two political parties.  Believed the Constitution should be interpreted loosely and that power should be concentrated in the federal government.  Believed that a well-educated elite should run the government and favored a national bank.

4.  Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans – One of the first two political parties.  Believed the government should follow the Constitution as closely as possible (strict interpretation).  Believed power should be shared with state and local governments and the federal government should be limited.  Believed the government should be run by a democracy of virtuous farmers and tradespeople.  Did not favor a national bank.

5.  the Whiskey Rebellion – Farmers in western Pennsylvania in 1794 refused to pay a federal tax on whiskey and attacked tax collectors.  Washington responded by calling on the states to send troops to put down the uprising.  The revolt collapsed, showing the strength of the new national government.

6.  Foreign affairs under Washington – The U.S. tried to stay out of a war going on between France and Great Britain by issuing the Neutrality Proclamation.  In the Jay Treaty (1794), the U.S. tried unsuccessfully to get England to stop seizing American ships and impressing American sailors.

7.  Washington’s Farewell Address – On leaving office, Washington warned against political parties and creating alliances with foreign nations, recommending neutrality.

8.  The XYZ Affair – President John Adams sent diplomats to France to try to get them to stop seizing American ships sailing to England.  French ministers demanded a loan of several million dollars and a bribe of $250,000 before negotiating.  Americans called for war.  Adams refused to go to war and was harshly criticized.

9.  The Alien and Sedition Acts – Passed by the Federalists to try to silence opposition from the Democratic-Republicans.  The Alien Act provided for the imprisonment and deportation of foreigners in times of war.  The Sedition Act made speaking, writing, or publishing criticism of the government a crime.

10.  The Kentucky and Virginia Resolves – Passed in response to the Alien and Sedition Acts, these claimed that the states had the right to declare national laws null and void.

11.  The Louisiana Purchase – 1803 – Huge area of land west of the Mississippi sold to the U.S. by Napoleon for $15 million.  The U.S. doubled in size.  President Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark to explore the territory.

12.  Foreign Affairs under Jefferson – Tension with France and Britain continued as the two warring nations continued to seize American ships.  Jefferson sought to punish them by not trading with them, passing the Embargo Act in 1807, which prohibited all foreign trade.  It had a devastating effect on the New England economy in particular and ended up hurting the U.S.

13.  The Marshall Court – Under Chief Justice John Marshall, the Supreme Court increased the power of the federal government by:   establishing the power of judicial review with the case Marbury v. Madison, declaring the Bank of the U.S. to be constitutional under the elastic clause in McCulloch v. Maryland, and confirming that only the national government can control trade between states (interstate trade) in Gibbons v. Ogden.

U.S. Foreign Affairs from 1812 to the 1850s

1.  War of 1812

Causes:  The British continued to seize American ships and impress American sailors.  Additionally, the Americans blamed them and British Canadians for inciting Native American uprisings in the West.  Western and southern Democratic-Republicans were highly nationalistic and came to be known as “war hawks.”  They pushed for war with Britain, hoping to get an opportunity to seize land from Native Americans in the West and drive the British out of Canada, and even win Florida from Spain.  The U.S. declared war on June 18, 1812.

Events within the war:  Americans invaded Canada three times, but failed each time.  The British marched on Washington, D.C. and burned the White House.  Andrew Jackson gained fame by winning the Battle of New Orleans.  By 1814 both sides had had enough and the Treaty of Ghent was signed.  None of the issues of the war were resolved.

Effects of the war:  The U.S. economy was devastated, but new U.S. industries developed to produce manufactured goods that the country could not get through trade during the war.  Americans became much more nationalistic after the War of 1812, and the nation won foreign respect for its military capabilities.  In addition, in 1819 the Adams-Onis Treaty was signed with Spain, giving the U.S. Florida for $5 million.

2.  The Monroe Doctrine (1823) -- Fearful that European powers would try to control North and South America, President Monroe issued a statement warning Europeans not to colonize in the Western Hemisphere.  To do so would be seen as a threat to U.S. national security.  He warned Europe to stay out of the Western Hemisphere; the U.S. would stay out of Europe.
3.  Manifest Destiny – The idea that the U.S. was destined to stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  This was used as justification as the U.S. expanded westward and acquired new territory.

4.  The Trail of Tears – Groups of Native Americans, mostly Cherokees, held land in the southeast – Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, and Mississippi.  As Americans pushed westward, they wanted the land and began a movement to move the Native Americans westward.  In 1830 the Indian Removal Act was passed, forcing Native Americans to move to new lands west of the Mississippi.  The Supreme Court ruled in Worcester v. Georgia that the law was unconstitutional, but President Andrew Jackson refused to enforce their decision.  The Cherokee were driven west on a harsh journey known as the “Trail of Tears.”

5.  Texan Independence – Trying to maintain control of its northern territory, Mexico invited U.S. settlers into Texas, promising cheap land.  Americans soon outnumbered Mexicans there.  The Mexican government required all settlers to convert to Catholicism, and it abolished slavery.  Most settlers were not willing to obey these laws, so Mexico halted immigration.  However, Americans continued to pour in.  In 1836 the American settlers declared their independence from Mexico and created their own government.  Santa Ana, dictator of Mexico, invaded Texas, but was defeated at the Battle of San Jacinto.  Texas gained its independence.  Texas was admitted as a U.S. state almost ten years later in 1845.

6. The Mexican-American War – President Polk attempted to buy territory in the southwest from Mexico, but Mexico refused.  Polk then sent troops into the disputed border area between Texas and Mexico.  Polk claimed that Mexican forces had crossed the border to attack Americans.  Polk declared war.  The U.S. won the war and had taken control of the entire southwest by 1847.  The war ended with the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, in which Mexico ceded California and New Mexico to the U.S. in return for $15 million.

Era of Jackson

1.  Henry Clay’s American System – Included a tariff to protect industry and manufacturing, a national bank to provide sound currency, and federally funded development of infrastructure (roads, bridges, canals, etc.)

2. Andrew Jackson – Elected in 1828, he was the most notable president of this time period.  By 1828, two new political parties had emerged – the National Republicans and the Democratic-Republicans, now known as simply Democrats (Jackson’s party).  Jackson presented himself as a tough frontiersman, even though he was a wealthy slave-owning planter.  He gained the support of the “common” men of the South and West.  Important aspects of Jackson’s presidency include:

· The Spoils System --- Gave federal jobs to his followers in return for their political support

· The Indian Removal Act

· Veto Power – Whereas previous presidents had vetoed only laws they deemed unconstitutional, Jackson used his veto power more freely, vetoing more bills than all of the previous presidents combined

· The Bank War – The Bank of the U.S. was where the government’s money was kept, and it controlled much of the nation’s gold and silver.  It served as a source of credit and economic stability.  It was, however, a private institution, accountable to wealthy investors.  The bank became unpopular with Jackson’s followers when it foreclosed on many western farmers during the Panic of 1819.  When the BUS’s charter was up for renewal in 1832, Jackson vetoed it, saying the bank was a monopoly and was unconstitutional.  This created a financial hole in the U.S. economy and started a cycle of booms and busts.  Jackson tried to fix the economy with the Specie Circular – a decree that required all public lands to be purchased with “hard” (metallic) money.  This slammed the breaks on the economy and contributed to a financial panic and crash in 1837

· The Nullification Crisis – In 1828 Congress passed the “Tariff of Abominations” – a very high protective tax on imports that helped northern manufacturers but hurt the South by forcing them to pay higher prices for manufactured goods.  John C. Calhoun of South Carolina wrote the South Carolina Exposition, claiming that southern states had the right to declare federal laws unconstitutional.  South Carolina held a convention and nullified the tariff, threatening to secede from the Union.  Jackson threatened to invade South Carolina and began preparing an army.  Henry Clay, the “Great Compromiser,” convinced Congress to pass a bill that would reduce the tariff by ten percent over eight years.  

· Jacksonian Democracy – term that highlights the expansion of voting rights during this era to white males who did not own property.

Section Three:  The New Nation Practice Multiple-Choice Questions

	Of the complicated European systems of national polity we have heretofore been independent. From their wars, their tumults, and anxieties we have been, happily, almost entirely exempt. Whilst these are confined to the nations which gave them existence, . . . they can not affect us except as they appeal to our sympathies in the cause of human freedom and universal advancement.

—President Franklin Pierce, inaugural address, 1853


_____ 1.  These remarks best reflect a confirmation of which U.S. president’s foreign-policy goals?

A.  George Washington

B.  James Madison

C.  James Monroe

D.  John Quincy Adams

	Mexico has passed the boundary of the United States, has invaded our territory, and

shed American blood upon the American soil.



	And whereas this House desires to obtain a full knowledge of all the facts which go

to establish whether the particular spot of soil on which the blood of our citizens was

so shed was, or was not, our own soil, at that time . . .



	This is no war of defence, but one unnecessary and of offensive aggression.



	Such a “conquest,” stigmatize it as you please, must necessarily be a great blessing

to the conquered.




_____ 2.  These excerpts offer different points of view about —

A.  the Texas War of Independence

B.  the admission of California to the Union

C.  the U.S.-Mexican War

D.  the acquisition of the Gadsden Purchase from Mexico

_____ 3.  How did the disruption in Atlantic shipping prior to and during the War of 1812 significantly affect the U.S. economy?

A.  Imports of raw materials increased in the Northeast.

B.  Americans emigrated to Europe to find manufacturing jobs.

C.  Cotton sales from southern states to Europe increased.

D.  American industries expanded to provide replacements for foreign goods.

_____ 4.  President Washington’s decision to raise an army against the Whiskey Rebellion showed what?

A.  That the national government was too weak

B.  that the federal government was strong enough to enforce its laws

C.  that protest was NOT a protected freedom in the U.S.

D.  that states had the right to overturn federal laws

_____ 5.  President Jefferson faced a difficult decision in 1803 when he had to go against his strict interpretation of the Constitution in what circumstance?

A.  Banning the slave trade in Washington, D.C.

B.  Going to war with France over impressing soldiers

C.  Buying the Louisiana Territory

D.  Supporting the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

_____ 6.  One important impact of President Jackson’s election was:

A.  Support for Southern secession increased

B.  It resulted in improved relationships with Native American groups

C.  It began a period of expanded democracy in America

D.  It led to the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts

_____ 7.  Which of the following groups would be MOST likely to be opposed to high tariffs on imported manufactured goods?

A.  Northern manufacturers

B.  Western farmers

C.  Southern plantation owners

D.  Northern factory workers

_____8.  In 1824, about 350,000 people voted.  In 1828, over 1 million people voted.  What is the most likely explanation for this increase in the number of voters?

A.  Many more people moved to the United States

B.  African Americans and women were given the right to vote

C.  States began to get rid of property requirements for voting

D.  There was only one political party

_____9.  John C. Calhoun’s South Carolina Exposition was similar to the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions in that both

A.  Claimed states could reject federal laws they saw as unconstitutional

B.  Supported strengthening the federal government

C.  served as founding documents for the Constitution

D.  Supported high protective tariffs on manufactured goods

_____ 10.  One major goal of the Monroe Doctrine (1823) was to

A.  Stop British impressment of American sailors

B.  Prevent European colonization and intervention in Latin America

C.  Expand slavery into the western territories

D.  Strengthen the power of the federal government
ANSWER KEY:

Section One:  Colonial America and Causes of the American Revolution 

1. B

2. D

3. B

4. D

5. A

6. A

7. B

8. E

9. C

10. C

Section Two:  The American Revolution and Developing the Constitution 

1. D

2. A

3. D

4. B

5. B

6. C

7. D

8. D

9. C

Section Three:  The New Nation
1. A

2. C

3. D

4. B

5. C

6. C

7. C

8. C

9. A

10. B

Reflection:  Based on how I did on these practice questions, I need to study the following topics: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My plan for reviewing these topics over the next three weeks is: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
