REMEMBER THAT ACTIVE READERS SET A PURPOSE FOR THEIR READING.  Your PURPOSE for this
reading is to make INFERENCES about text and use textual evidence to support understanding.

Remember – you are reading this OUT LOUD to a parent.

Please pay attention to your reading rate and expression.

   “CHEATING” – by Susan Shreve
 I cheated on a unit test in math class this morning during second period with Mr. Burke. Afterward, I was too sick to eat lunch, just thinking about it.

    I came straight home from school, went to my room, and lay on the floor trying to decide what to do.

    It wasn’t even an accident that I cheated.

    Yesterday Mr. Burke announced there’d be a unit test and anyone who didn’t pass would have to come to school on Saturday, most particularly me, since I didn’t pass the last unit test. He said that right out in front of everyone. You can imagine how much I like Mr. Burke.

    But I did plan to study, just to prove to him that I’m plenty smart, which I am, except in math. I’d even be O.K. in that if I’d memorize my times tables. Anyway, I got my desk ready to study on, since it was stacked with about two million things. And just when I was ready to work, my brother Nicho came into my room with our new rabbit. It jumped on my desk and knocked my flash cards all over the floor.

    I yelled for my mother to come and help me pick them up, but the baby was crying, and my mom said I was old enough to help myself.

    So Nicho and I took the rabbit outside, but then Marty from next door came over, and before long it was dinner. After dinner my father said I could watch a special on TV if I’d done all my homework.

    Of course I said I had.

    That was the beginning. I felt terrible telling my father a lie about the homework, so I couldn’t even enjoy the special. He didn’t say anything, but I guessed he knew I was lying and was so disappointed he couldn’t talk about it.

    Not much is important in our family. Marty’s mother wants him to look O.K. all the time, and my friend Nathan has to get good grades, and my other friend Andy has so many rules he goes crazy just trying to remember them. My parents don’t make up a lot of rules. But we do have to tell the truth, even if it’s bad. You can imagine how I didn’t really enjoy the special.

    It was nine o’clock when I got up to my room, and that was too late to study. So I lay in my bed with the light off and figured out what to do about Mr. Burke’s test.

    So, you see, the cheating was planned after all.

    But at night, thinking about Mr. Burke, who could scare just about anybody I know, even my father, it seemed perfectly O.K. to cheat. It didn’t even seem bad when I thought of my parents’ big thing about telling the truth.

    I’d go into class acting like things were just great, and no one, not even Mr. Burke, would suspect the truth. I’d sit down next to Stanley Plummer, he’s so smart in math it makes you sick, and every once in a while I’d glance at his paper to copy the answers. It would be a cinch. In fact, every test before, I had to try hard not to see his answers because our desks are practically on top of each other.
   And that’s exactly what I did this morning. It was a cinch. Everything was O.K., except that my stomach was upside down.

    The fact is, I couldn’t believe what I’d done. I began to wonder about myself€ really wonder, things like whether I would steal from stores or hurt someone on purpose or do some terrible thing I couldn’t even imagine. I began to wonder whether I was plain bad to the core.

    I’ve never been a wonderful kid who everybody in the world loves and thinks is great, like Nicho. I have a bad temper and I like to have my own way and I argue a lot. Sometimes I can be mean. But mostly I work hard, I stick up for little kids, and I tell the truth. Mostly I like myself fine, except I wish I were better at basketball.

    Now all of a sudden I’ve turned into this criminal. And all because of one stupid math test.

    Lying on the floor of my room, I start thinking that probably I’ve been bad all along. It just took this math test to clinch it. I’ll probably never tell the truth again.

    I tell my mother I’m sick when she calls me to come down for dinner. She doesn’t believe me, but puts me to bed anyhow. I lie there wondering what terrible thing I’ll be doing next, and my father comes in and sits down on my bed.

    "What’s the matter?" he asks.

    "I’ve got a stomachache," I say. Luckily, it’s too dark to see his face.

    "Is that all?"

    "Yeah."

    "Mom says you’ve been in your room since school."

    "I was sick there, too," I say.

    "She thinks something happened today and you’re upset."

    That’s the thing that really drives me crazy about my mother. She knows things sitting inside my head same as if I told her.

    "Well," my father says. I can tell he doesn’t believe I’m sick.

    "My stomach is feeling sort of upset." I hedge.

    "O.K.," he says, and he pats my leg and gets up.

    Just as he shuts the door to my room I call out to him without even meaning to that I’m going to have to run away.

    "How come?" he calls back, not surprised or anything.

    So I tell him I cheated on this math test. To tell the truth, I’m pretty surprised at myself. I didn’t plan to tell him anything.

    He doesn’t say anything at first, and that just about kills me. I’d be fine if he’d say something. Saying nothing can drive a person crazy.

    And then he says I’ll have to call Mr. Burke.

    It’s not what I had in mind.

    "Now?" I ask.

    "Now," he says and turns on the light.

    "I’m not going to," I say.

    But I do it. I call Mr. Burke, probably waking him up, and I tell him exactly what happened, even that I decided to cheat the night before the test. He says I can come in Saturday to take another test, and I thank him a whole lot for being understanding and all. He’s not friendly, but he’s not absolutely mean, either.

    "I thought I was turning into a criminal," I tell my father when he turns out my light.

    Sometimes my father kisses me good night, and sometimes he doesn’t. I never know. But tonight he does.
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· STUDENTS:  First, PREVIEW the selection.   

· Next, CIRCLE the words you do not know.  If you know all the words, put a check here:  _____   

· READ THE SELECTION ON THE REVERSE OUT LOUD TO A PARENT and get your parent signature.

· ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW.

· Be sure to CHECK YOUR ANSWERS with a RED checking pen!  (√ Class Web Page, your study lab, or your literacy teacher for answers)

	Reading

Skills
	· ELA.RC.6A Establish purposes for reading selected texts based upon own or others’ desired outcome to enhance comprehension. 

· ELA.6.1A and C Adjust fluency (rate, accuracy, expression, appropriate phrasing) when reading aloud grade-level text based on the reading purpose and the nature of the text (e.g., using background knowledge; visualizing; rereading a portion aloud; generating questions).

· ELA.RC.6D Make inferences about text and use textual evidence to support understanding. 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTIONS

1)
Which statement from the story shows how the narrator felt after cheating on the test?

a) I cheated on a unit test in math class this morning during second period with Mr. Burke.

b) It wasn’t even an accident that I cheated.

c) Afterward, I was too sick to eat lunch, just thinking about it.

d) But I did plan to study, just to prove to him that I’m plenty smart, which I am, except in math.
2) Is the narrator a girl or a boy? Explain your answer in one complete sentence using evidence from the text. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) List three excuses the narrator used as reasons for not studying.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) How does the narrator feel about Mr. Burke at the beginning of the story and why? Do the narrator’s feelings change at the end of the story? Give text evidence to support your answers!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) How does the narrator feel about herself/himself at the end of the story? (Use text evidence!)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) Why does the narrator’s father make his child call Mr. Burke to admit cheating on the test?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Why does the father kiss his child goodnight on this particular night? __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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