
 

2015-16: The Online Testing 
Experience at Four Campuses 
Dear Onliners, as we close out the school year, we 

would like to thank you for overcoming many 

challenges and sharing “lessons learned” from which we 

can all benefit. Below are the online testing experiences 

at four campuses.    

Davis High School 

Davis High School reached the 

significant milestone of administering 

almost all testing online. All STAAR tests 

were admistered online Except for 

English I and II EOC.  All EdPlan tests were adminsitered 

online except for the District Pre-Approved End-of-Year 

assessment which was not available online. 

Campus Instructional Technologist (CIT) JP Cortez noted 

“we had to make sure everyone was onboard from the 

beginning. I mean everyone. We started with this clear 

focus to test everyone online using EdPlan from the 

beginning of the year, figuring out what worked and 

what did not and modifying our plans and checklists as 

needed”. Campus Testing 

Coordinator (CTC) Rebecca 

Hampton added “Online testing 

requires preparation, teamwork 

and communication.  As a team, 

we designed processes to respond 

to different issues which gave our 

students and staff confidence 

during an online testing 

administration”. One exercise that helped Davis was 

giving a mock STAAR English test in January to all 

freshmen. The mock test enabled the campus to 

confirm they could handle a large number of testers for 

STAAR EOC in March and May. The campus used the 

mock to identify the things that could go wrong and 

prepared additional procedures to address every 

eventuality, including students missing chargers or 

laptops, discharged laptops, connectivity issues, 

students getting sick, etc.. The Test Administrator folder 

grew to include additional procedures to resolve every 

issue. The folder included troubleshooting steps, testing 

signs, checklists, and procedures. The campus went 

through the testing process with all staff in great detail 

during training. “We wanted to make sure everyone 

knew what to do the day of the test”.     

High School for the 

Performing and Visual Arts 

HSPVA has been testing the EOC and 

STAAR EOC online for seven years - 

before PowerUp - even borrowing laptops from another 

Good Samaritan campus to achieve this fantastic goal. 

Asked what she has learned over the last few years 

about online testing, Nancy Love, the CTC at HSPVA, 

shared “the work done ahead of time is important, a 

month before each test, preparing computers, chargers, 

plugs, test tickets, so everything is 

ready the day of testing. Testing 

online also requires one to uphold the 

‘Be Prepared’ motto, because with 

technology you have to anticipate 

that something is going to go wrong 

on testing day. Just be ready to take 

care of the issue and move on.” Regarding the transition 

to ETS, she added “You know campuses have had 

problems with the new ETS online system, so this year 

we administered the English tests on paper instead. 

Students said they actually prefer the paper-based 

English tests; they are more comfortable writing than 

typing. As far as other tests, like for example Biology, 

they prefer to take them online”. 

High School for Law 

Enforcement and Criminal 

Justice 

LECJ has been using EdPlan for years, 

so the campus was ready to switch the STAAR Biology 

test from paper to online. FAC Ms. Alexander has been 

at LECJ for 7 years and saw the transition to online 

testing from the beginning – “I enjoyed the transition, as 

we started administering online testing, it made things 
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“We had to make 

sure everyone was 

onboard from the 

beginning. I mean 

everyone.” 

“Just be ready to 

take care of the 

issue and move 

on.” 



easier. I was surprised how easily students adapted to 

online testing, even faster than some teachers. Our 

team has already talked about next year, about adding 

more online tests – Algebra I and US History. For English 

I and II, we would continue testing on paper for at least 

another year. Thank you for conducting the 

eAssessment Webinars this year and posting them on 

the HUB. The sharing of best practices has been 

extremely helpful.”    

Clifton Middle School 

Clifton Middle School administered 

the regular STAAR Algebra I test 

online to 57 eighth graders. 

Principal Ms. Rosa Cruz-Gaona 

pointed out “we have the technology for it, we thought 

it would be more efficient, and students would be more 

comfortable with technology. We tested last year 

online, and it went well.  I must admit I was a little 

nervous about connectivity, but everything went well. 

The students have the ability to test online, and it is 

natural to them because they use 

technology all the time. I think 

online is easier not just for our 

campus, but also for the District, 

with less potential errors for losing 

or being short on secure test 

documents. Also, our students 

appear to be more focused in front 

of a screen than in front of a piece 

of paper. I wish the state would 

consider offering other 8th grade tests online, including 

social studies and science. Our students are already 

using the HUB for social studies, so an online test would 

be a good option. We are a STEM school, and we make 

efforts to have the technology available to our 

students.” 

Feedback from the 

eAsessment Student 

Advisory Committee 

Four campuses - Oak Forest Elementary, Garden Oaks 

Montessori Charter, High School Ahead Academy, and 

Davis High School - volunteered students for an advisory 

committee to provide feedback regarding online 

testing. The students surveyed their campuses and 

presented their findings during the eAssessment 

program webinar on May 23. The webinar recording 

and materials are on the HUB in the eAssessment 

community. The student feedback will be shared with 

District leadership and TEA. 

Pro’s and Con’s of Online Testing – Student Feedback 

Pros: 

1. 91% of high school students prefer online versus 

paper (out on 110 students surveyed at Davis HS) 

2. 84% of middle school students prefer online versus 

paper (out of 41 students surveyed at High School 

Ahead Academy middle school) 

3. Faster submission 

4. Less human error (bubbling) 

5. Correct test scores (no scanning errors) 

6. Faster test pace (directions-wise) 

7. Easy access 

8. Didn’t have to fill in information 

Cons: 

1. Only 54% of 4th through 6th grade students prefer 

online versus paper (based on 150 students 

surveyed at Garden Oaks Montessori) 

2. Not all students needing accommodated tests 

benefit from online testing. Test accommodations 

should not just be online, should be tailored to 

student needs. 

3. Some students may be distracted easily 

4. Difficult for some staff and students to use 

(learning curve) 

5. Battery issues 

6. Computer issues 

7. Preparations can be tedious 

8. Easy to cheat (Make sure to have enough spacing 

or cover those screens!) 

Students’ proposal: 

1. Only a certain grade level and above should have 

online testing 

2. Students with disabilities should be taught how to 

use the computer for online testing 

Testing Calendar 

June 21-24 STAAR Gr 5 & 8 Math & Reading 
Retest 

July 11-14 TAKS Online ELA, Math, Science, 
and Social Studies 

July 11-15 STAAR EOC English I and II, 
Algebra I, Biology, and US History 

Always make sure your technology works! :) 
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“I think online is 

easier not just for 

our campus, but 

also for the 

District” 


