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Are You an 
EdPlan Guru? 

Dear Onliners, You know you are an 
EdPlan guru at your campus if you know 
the answer or you know where to get it. 
Below are the links to 32 new videos and 2 
new quick guides that address the most 
recent EdPlan issues we have seen in 
October.  
    
Student login (PDF) 
Student issues and solutions (PDF)  
Disable Google Chrome extensions (PDF) 
Enable pop-up in Google Chrome (PDF)  
Entering paper rubric scores (PDF/Video)  
Latest training videos (30 Videos) 
Fixing release issues (Video)  
 
More at www.HoustonISD.org/OA and 
www.HoustonISD.org/FA  
   

Counting Words in EdPlan 
English teachers get really frustrated that 
there is no word counter in EdPlan or a 
word “limiter” that does not allow 
students to type past a certain limit of 
characters. This will no longer be an issue 
when EdPlan is replaced by OnTrack in 
June 2017. In the meantime here is an easy 
fix. 
 

1. Release the test as NOT secure. 
2. Students can then can copy and 

paste their short answer or 
composition into MS Word. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3. In MS Word, click on 

“word count” on the 
bottom left of the 
screen to get a pop-up 
with the character 
count. The top number – Characters 
(no spaces) - is the one to track. 

  

 
  
Here are the character limits used by 
STAAR. 
 

Subject Written 
Composition 

Short 
Answer 

English II 1,750 
characters* 

675 
characters* 

English I 1,750 
characters* 

675 
characters* 

Grade 7 1,750 
characters* 

None 

Grade 4 1,750 
characters** 

None 

 
*In Grade 7, English I, and II, the character 
counter shows the number of characters 
typed, so it starts from 0/1750 and adds 
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formative assessment.  

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/EdPlan-student-login.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/EdPlan%20student%20issues%20and%20solutions.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/EdPlan%20-%20Disable%20Google%20Chrome%20extensions.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Enable%20pop-ups%20on%20Google%20Chrome%20for%20PCG%20EdPlan%20assessments.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/EdPlan%20Editing%20or%20entering%20paper%20rubric%20scores.pdf
http://edplan.screencasthost.com/channels/cD6hQl3VA
http://edplan.screencasthost.com/channels/cD6t3h3KT
http://www.houstonisd.org/OA
http://www.houstonisd.org/FA


characters to the first number as the 
student types. 
 
**In Grade 4, the character counter shows 
the number of available characters left, so 
it starts from 1750/1750 and subtracts 
characters from the first number as the 
student types. 

Looking Forward to 
OnTrack 

OnTrack by School 
City is the new 
platform that will 
replace EdPlan in 

June 2017. Training on the new platform 
will begin in May 2017 on time for 
Summer School. The question banks will 
be migrated to OnTrack and will be 
available beginning in the 2017-2018 
school year. The Curriculum Department 
will publish snapshots to the new 
platform, which will be fully integrated 
with our data warehouse and Infinite 
Campus (Chancery). 
 
Here are some of OnTrack’s advantages: 
 

 Experience a modern layout that 
requires far fewer clicks and has no 
arcane hidden menus. 

 Access a user-friendly searchable 
question bank. 

 Create your own standards-based 
questions, or easily import them 
from a PDF or Pearson Exam View. 

 Use a District workspace to create 
question bank items and 
collaborate with others across the 
district. 

 Drag and drop questions with real-
time preview for online as well as 
paper versions of the test. 

 Use accommodations similar to 
STAAR: Listen to tests using the 
built-in text-to-speech engine, use 
different text and background color 
filters, or a reading guide. 

 Access test taking tools similar to 
STAAR including text and picture 
dictionary, question eliminator, 
highlighter, calculator, and line 
drawing,  

 Limit student essays the same way 
STAAR does, not allowing students 
to type past 675 characters for a 
short answer and 1,750 characters 
for a written composition. 

 Allow quick answer key tests for 
campuses that do not have enough 
devices for all students, but still 
wish to use on-screen entry and 
eliminate paper bubble sheets. 

   

Is Software Center 
not Cooperating? 
 

If software center does not show all 
available software, then there is a fix for 
that. 
 

1. Click on the Windows start button 
2. Click on “Control Panel” 
3. Click on “Configuration Manager” 
4. Click on the “Actions” tab 
5. Click on “Machine Policy Retrieval 

& Evaluation Cycle” 
6. Click “Run Now” 
7. Click on “Application Deployment 

Evaluation Cycle” 
8. Click “Run Now” 

 
If these steps fail, try them again after 
connecting the computer to our network 
using an Ethernet cable. 


