
Lizeth B. and Fredy V. 

 

  

Virtual Private Network (VPN) 
By Jasmine Bailey, Senior at Chavez 

High School, eAssessment Student 

Advisory Committee 

One of HISD’s top concerns when 

initiating the PowerUP plan was preventing the students’ 

ability to access confidential information and protecting 

them from vulgar content. Through firewalls and content 

filters, the district ensured that their laptops’ proxy allowed 

the usage of educational online media, but disabled access 

to anything inappropriate or unnecessary. However, when 

dishing out more than 57,000 laptops to students Houston-

wide, it’s to be expected there may be a blurp or two.  

When the students received their 

HISD laptops to use during the 

current school year, they were 

also given a list of conditions 

known as the Student Laptop Loan 

Agreement. One crucial condition 

is as follows: The configuration of 

the hardware equipment and all 

accompanying software may not 

be altered, nor can software be 

copied to or from the computer, or 

installed on the computer under 

any circumstances. This rule also applies to any networks or 

extensions. 

Some students have unfortunately taken it upon themselves 

to find ways to get around the system, installing Virtual 

Private Networks (VPNs) or Ad Blockers to avoid the 

restrictions and gain access to prohibited sites. Said students 

also suffer the consequences; once defying the program, 

they discover they can no longer access the Internet, and 

have trouble launching the tests, and therefore deem their 

laptops useless. True to the agreement – …loss of laptop loan  

 

privileges and disciplinary action by the school. – those 

students caught violating the conditions indeed had their 

laptops taken away and received a form of punishment by 

their educator. Principals have been informed to take strict 

measures when such an occurrence happens to protect the 

privacy of their school’s students.  

All students are to be aware 

that such behavior with their 

laptop will not be taken lightly. 

It is a privilege that HISD has 

granted its schools a modern 

way of learning, a way that 

keeps us advanced and up to 

date, as well as in connection 

with one another. It is 

important to respect the provisions attached, and use the 

laptops for their intended purpose, to better your education. 

 

 

So when the site you are attempting to visit displays an 

“Access Denied (content_filter_denied)” message, think 

twice why the site may be blocked, and appreciate the fact 

that it is one of the district’s ways of ensuring your safety.  

“It is a privilege that 

HISD has granted its 

schools a modern way 

of learning, a way that 

keeps us advanced and 

up to date, as well as in 

connection with one 

another.” Through firewalls and 

content filters, the 

district ensured that 

their laptops’ proxy 

allowed the usage of 

educational online 

media, but disabled 

access to anything 

inappropriate or 

unnecessary” 

Monitor announcements keep Chavez 

High School Students informed about 

laptop policy. 
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TELPAS    Updates & Tips 
PAN User Guide was created for online use. When looking for 

a specific topic, refer to the Table of Contents or use the 

search capability. 

PAN Practice Center https://trng-tx.pearsonaccessnext.com 

The training center allows you to create sample students, 

practice registering and assigning them to groups and tests, 

create test sessions and assign students to online test 

sessions, create users, etc. 

PAN live website https://tx.pearsonaccessnext.com  

2017 TELPAS administration new features: lock, unlock, 

prepare session, and transcribe assistant. When preparing 

online testing sessions follow these steps: 

 

The new features allow for the Online Test Administrator to 

start all, stop all, and restart all as well as removes restriction 

on the number of students allowed in a session. 

What if a student is missing 

from PAN? 
If during the TELPAS verification process, you notice that you 

do not have all your LEP students in Pearson Access Next, you 

can complete online the Add Student form on SharePoint to 

have your new enrolled students added to your campus. Click 

on tinyurl.com/julgft5 to add missing students via 

SharePoint.  

TestNav How To Guides 

How to install TestNav 8 from Software Center 

TestNav 8 Online Support Guide 

TELPAS Quick Guide 

Browser Issue?  

Clear Cache! 
In many occasions while working 

online, browsers save information on 

the computer. These temporary files 

are called browser cache. If you 

experience browser malfunction or 

slow performance, you may need to 

clear cache. Click here to find instructions on how to clear 

cache on Internet Explorer and Google Chrome.   

Preparing Testing 

Environment 
Important - in order to avoid online testing issues, ensure all 

testing computers have the latest HISD image prior to 

installing TestNav 8. 

Student Practice 
Have students practice the Online Reading Test prior to 

testing day on the same device and room they will be 

testing. Here are the steps: 

open TestNav, check audio, and 

click on practice tests. The 

Practice Tests have tutorial and 

released tests available for practice.  

Important Training Dates
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https://support.assessment.pearson.com/display/PAsup/PearsonAccess+Next+Online+User+Guide
https://trng-tx.pearsonaccessnext.com/
https://tx.pearsonaccessnext.com/
https://connectteams.houstonisd.org/team/sa/forms/Lists/Student%20Add%20Form%20v2/Item/newifs.aspx?List=afc0b6fb-0037-46ca-ac82-30b39c0dc11a&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fconnectteams%2Ehoustonisd%2Eorg%2Fteam%2Fsa%2Fforms%2FLists%2FStudent%2520Add%2520Form%2520v2%2FAllItems%2Easpx&RootFolder=&Web=edfd81d3-60e2-4caf-857d-18bf8b57b5ea
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/TestNav%20download4.pdf
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/display/TN/TestNav+8+Online+Support
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/2017%20TELPAS%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/How%20to%20Clear%20Cache.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/How%20to%20Clear%20Cache.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/How%20to%20Clear%20Cache.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Designated%20Supports%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20v20170126a.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Designated%20Supports%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20v20170126a.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Designated%20Supports%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20v20170126a.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Online%20Testing%20Accessibility-Accommodations%20Guide%20Draft.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Online%20Testing%20Accessibility-Accommodations%20Guide%20Draft.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16084/Online%20Testing%20Accessibility-Accommodations%20Guide%20Draft.pdf

