
DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
November 20, 2008 

 
 

Members Present: 
Teresa Arrambide, Lilene Caldwell, Tony D’Angelo, Nikki Edwards-Duncan, Josiah Franklin, 
Alma Garcia, Reba Goodman, Patrice Grovey, Lisa Harris, Gina Isabel, Pamela Johnson, 
Carolyn Love, Mary Nesbitt, Ernesto Solorzano, Debbie Wright, Mark Smith, Sylvia Valverde, 
and Dottie Bonner. 
 
Mark Smith called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.  He went over the agenda and began the 
discussion on school closures and consolidations that were approved by the Board in the past 
three months.  He mentioned that: 

• Turner will be closed and consolidated with Lockhart; 
• Crawford will be closed and the students will go to Sherman; 
• Dogan and Scott will consolidate and a new school will be built at the Scott location 
• Atherton and E.O. Smith will consolidate and a new school will be built at the Atherton 

location.  The new school will be PK-8. 
• Hohl will close and the students will be sent to Highland Heights.  This was not part of 

the original bond program but was approved by the Board at the November meeting. 
• J. Will Jones will also be closed. 

 
Mark announced that the Capital Facilities Program will soon be available online or at the 
schools so that the public will know the status of new school construction.   
 
Carnegie and Worthing HS 
A meeting was held November 19, 2008, to discuss the Carnegie-Worthing proposal. 
Approximately 400 people were in attendance, including several board members and 
prospective parents.   The last bond election designated $20m to Carnegie for a new facility but 
the proposed plan calls for building a school on the Worthing HS campus and both schools 
would share a core facility to be built between the two schools.  Worthing HS would receive 
$17m in renovations.  By adding more money to the plan, Carnegie would get more amenities 
and Worthing would get much needed upgrades.   
 
Magnet Transportation Options 
Dottie Bonner, Manager of Magnet Programs, and Mark showed a PowerPoint Presentation on 
the Magnet transportation issue.  Transportation has been provided to Magnet students for 35 
years (since school year 1974-1975) when it was part of the Desegregation Plan.  They also 
explained that Magnet budgets have been cut the past six years.  HISD currently has 109 
buildings with 150 programs.  They all have different amounts of money allocated and 11 
schools do not provide transportation.   
 
Currently, 6,598 “regular” students and 11,840 Magnet students are provided transportation.  
Transporting regular students costs the District 1.4m as opposed to 16.6m for Magnet students.  
The furthest distance that a student is transported is 18 miles. 
 
Four Options: 

1. Transport students 2-10 miles only.  Would save the District 8.9m; 
2. Transport students 2-10 miles only and establish “drop and ride” stops within the 10 mile 

radius.  Would save the District 6.5m; 



3. Establish “drop and ride” locations within 10 miles of each school for all Magnet 
students.  Would save the District 7.1m; and 

4. Establish “drop and ride” locations at high schools for all Magnet students.  No 10 mile 
radius. Would save the District 6.1m. 

 
For options 1 and 2, the routes would remain the same.  Routes would change in options 3 and 
4. 
 
Questions/Comments 

1. What is the difference between Options 2 and 4? 
Option 2 - the bus stops remain the same within two miles.   
Option 4 - students living beyond 10 miles would have to go to a bus stop.  Everybody 
would go to a “drop and ride” stop.  

       
2. What is the current policy on transportation? 

Students living two miles and beyond are provided transportation.  Options 3 and 4 will 
vary and be more than the two miles.  Stops will be determined by the number of 
students and routes to be dispersed. 
 
Parents need to be informed of these changes prior to accepting admission into a 
Magnet program next year.   There are 3300 currently enrolled students that live outside 
of the two miles and would be impacted by these changes. 

    
3. Students apply to schools they want to attend.  Have to err on the side of equity. 
 
4.   Option 4 – Concerned with student safety; having elementary students waiting for 

a bus on a high school campus.  Option 4 is not good for elementary students. 
 The 6.1m savings would include security measures. 
       

5. How will timing be affected?  Buses would have to be out of the way so that 
parents could leave before high school students and staffs arrive.    
No student would board a bus before 6:00 a.m. or ride more than 90 minutes. 
 

      6. This transportation issue may encourage parents to look at other elementary 
schools and magnet programs.    Schools need to be encouraged to “step up” 
their programs. 

 
      7.  The letter that was sent from Dr. Saavedra said the purpose of looking into the   

Magnet transportation issue was to save money.  Where will this money go? 
 
Mark will get someone from the Budget department to answer this question.   

 
8. If the legislature increases funding, will these options still be on the table?  Need 

to make changes before the holidays because parents will have to make decisions 
for Magnet programs.  Would more stops be added? 
More stops would probably be added.  The state is expecting a decline in taxes so the 
options would probably still be on the table. 

 
9. Is there a possibility of “grandfathering” existing Magnet students? 

It has been discussed.  There are many ramifications and complications that would arise 
if students are “grandfathered,” i.e. students that are in K-8 schools. 



 
10. Consideration needs to be made for those schools whose budgets will be affected 

if they lose some of their Magnet students due to transportation issues. These 
Magnet programs would lose personnel. 

 
Mark mentioned that HISD gained 2600 students this school year.   

      
     11.  Are we looking to build up the neighborhood schools? 

      Yes. 
 
It was also mentioned that Metro leaves out about 70% of our Magnet schools. 
 
Districtwide Communications 
 
What is the District doing well? 
1.  ConnectEd;  
2.  HISD channel; 
3.  Print media; 
4.  HISD website; and  
5.  Informed Source. 

 
Communication services that need improvement: 
1. Sending written communication home with students; 
2. Change the TV schedule---old programs are repeated constantly; 
3. Timeliness.  Waste of paper sending notifications about free lunch to parents that don’t 

qualify or have already filled out an application; 
4. Need to consider that not all parents have computers or are technologically savvy;  
5. Schools and regional offices do not need to be calling about the same thing; standards 

need to be established when using the ConnectEd system; and 
6. Need to discriminate who gets called, i.e., elementary parents receiving calls about high    

school events, etc. 
 
Parent-Student Portal - Next fall online grades will be available and parents will be able to 
interact with their child’s teachers. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.  The next DAC meeting will be held on January 22, 
2009, 3:30 p.m., at the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center Board Auditorium.    
 


