
6th Grade Elective Descriptions as of 4/22/2020 

Questions: yeppsstu@houstonisd.org 

Art Students will have the opportunity to learn, recognize, 
and understand the elements and principles of art, improve 
their observational and creative skills and experience a 
wide variety of art techniques from drawing, painting, and 
printmaking/sculpting. Fees and additional supplies 
required. 
 
Band For students interested in learning to play a wind 
instrument, including Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, 
Bassoon, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone 
Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, 
Euphonium, Tuba, and Percussion. No experience 
necessary! Audition is required for experienced students. 
Purchase or rental of instrument and fees required. 
 
Choir Students will learn sight reading skills and overall 
understanding of music theory. All Chorus members will 
take a sigh reading test at the end of each semester. Fees 
and additional supplies required. 
 
Creative Writing Students will explore writing by learning 
to create imaginatively constructed fiction and poetry. 
They will also read and critique fiction and poetry by 
published writers. 
 
Dance This class focuses on introductory/beginner level 
movement in each of various dance techniques. Basic 
dance vocabulary, performance skills, choreography, 
improvisation, dance history, and performance 
appreciation skills are introduced. Fees and additional 
supplies required. 
 
French This is the introductory course to French language 
and culture. Primary emphasis is given to development of 
basic skills in listening and speaking. Students are given 
reading, speaking, and writing practice. 
 
Gardening This class involves working in the Pershing 
garden, planting, cultivating, and harvesting organic 
vegetables. 
 
Graphic Design Students learn to utilize the elements and 
principles of design, spatial relationships, typography and 
imagery applying to print, logo design, poster design, and 
digital design applications. Students create examples of 
professional graphic art. This is a semester class paired 
with Technology Applications 
 
Guitar This course offers foundation instruction in classical 
guitar technique. Fundamentals include correct posture and 
playing position with attention to right and left hand 
technique. Students also learn how to read standard music 
notation. No experience necessary for beginners. Students 
must have a nylon stringed guitar and accessories 
(footstool, electronic tuner, and music stand) at home. 
Instruments for use in the classroom are provided. 
Fees and additional supplies are required. 
 
Gymnastics This class is designed to build skills through 
progression. Activities include bars, tumbling, vault and 
balance bean. Fees and additional supplies required. 

Latin This introductory course to the Latin language and 
culture of ancient Rome, students will learn to master 
basic grammatical principles, acquire both a Latin and an 
expanded English vocabulary, and develop an awareness 
that the history, mythology, and English language of 
Western culture have classical origins. 
 
Martial Arts Brazilian Jiu Jitsu is a sport that develops 
strength, endurance, coordination, confidence, and self-
reliance. Students work together to learn the fundamental 
positions and techniques of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and how to 
apply & counter them in self-defense or a sport competition 
setting. Additional supplies may be required. 
 
Musical Theatre This class is an exploration of American 
Musical Theatre: the combination of singing, dancing, and 
acting. Students will study the work of the 
actor/singer/dancer and use their gained knowledge to 
develop as performers. Fees and additional supplies 
required. 
 
Music Production The Music Production Courses will 
allow students to discover and master their creative 
abilities through Recording Arts. Students will be using 
computers, MIDI keyboards, and Ableton Live to create, 
edit, and record music. 
 
Orchestra This course offers instruction on string 
instruments. Fundamentals include proper poster and 
playing position and training in music literacy. No 
experience necessary. Audition is required for experienced 
students. Purchase or rental of instrument and fees 
required. 
 
Piano This is an entry level piano class made up of 
players with the equivalent of zero to one year of playing 
or music instruction experience. Fees and additional 
supplies required. 
 
Ropes This course is a combination of the low and high 
ropes courses, challenging students to grow at both the 
team and individual levels through properly sequenced 
games, initiatives, activities, and elements. This semester 
class will count for 1 semester of PE. 
 
Spanish This is an introductory course into the Spanish 
language and culture. Primary emphasis is given to 
development of basic skills in listening and speaking. 
Students are given reading, speaking, and writing 
practice. 
 
STEAM Projects and Enrichment STEAM Projects and 
Enrichment The goal of this class is to foster a learning 
environment in which students are challenged to produce 
original ideas, objects and structures using concepts and 
skills. This interdisciplinary (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math) course is designed to engage 
and challenge students through hands-on, collaborative 
Project Based Learning (PBL). 
 
Swimming This class is for swimmers who are comfortable 
in the water and are looking to improve technique and learn 
new strokes. Prior approval from Coach Ray required 
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Technology Applications This introductory course 
designed to teach 6th grade students how to productively 
use software and the internet. Students learn 
fundamental concepts and key application skills for using 
Microsoft Windows, Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, 
Publisher as well as related social and ethical issues. 
Students will also learn about proper Internet Etiquette. 
This is a semester class paired with Graphic Design. 

 
Technology Troubleshooter Team Students who take 
this course will learn to install, repair, and troubleshoot 
computers, printers, and other tech devices. Students will 
perform preventative maintenance and learn techniques 
for maintaining computer hardware security. This course 
requires an application. 
 
Theater The student will learn theatre terminology and 
basic acting techniques of characterization and 
memorization. Other subjects covered are improvisation, 
play analysis and design. Students are required to perform 
monologues and duo scenes in front of the class. After 
completing a beginning class, the student is eligible to 
audition for an advanced class. Fees and additional 
supplies required. 
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