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PTO President’s Message
Dear Parents & Friends,
Our school community continues to settle into our
beautiful state-of-the-art campus at 790 Austin
Street. I hope you had a chance to tour the school
during one of its open houses or attend an event or
performance and see how our students and faculty
are making it home. If you have not been to campus
yet, come see the phenomenal production of Fela!
the all-school musical celebrating 30 years of HSPVA
Black History Productions, on February 21-24. The
production is a true collaborative effort by students
of all art areas and numerous faculty and staff, and
strongly supported by PTO’s Parents of Black History
– Cultural Diversity & Inclusion Committee.
The move to our new building was expedient and
smooth, thanks to Diane Ragan, parent volunteer,
who coordinated and organized moving supplies,
timelines, and over 50 parent volunteers. Diane did
an outstanding job and is featured in this Newsletter
for her many contributions to HSPVA. Thank you so
much, Diane, for ALL your contributions to HSPVA!
And thank you to the parents who assisted our
faculty in packing, moving and unpacking hundreds
of boxes, special handling of delicate equipment, and
numerous runs to and from the new campus in
rented or personal vehicles with costumes, props,
and art work. It was a community effort and could
not have been accomplished without you.
This semester will have many firsts, as already
witnessed during the first performance in the
spectacular new Denney Theatre by our vocal
department January 17. It was wonderful to see so
many
alumni
return
and
support
our
vocalists. Interest in continued alumni involvement
with HSPVA remains strong. To that effect, two of
our alumni, Denise Ward (Vocal ‘12) and Mignonne
Anderson (PTO Past-President and current VP
Engagement) are spearheading alumni networks to

support
and encourage current students
professionally and artistically. Details about the
organizations and how to join are inside this issue.
Our parents and alumni continue to serve HSPVA in
numerous ways, and we want to thank you. Truly,
PTO could not do what we do without your
participation. This year, we have had over 300
parents and alumni volunteer in a myriad of PTO
sponsored programs, including the School Store (70
plus regular workers), Teacher Appreciation
activities, moving to the new campus, and Diversity
Series celebrations, among many. Thank you,
volunteers!

Contributing to the fiber of our school through
volunteerism is at the core of PTO’s mission whether it’s as board officer or committee chair,
weekly assistance, or a specific event - I
encourage you to join us. PTO Nominating
Committee will begin generating our 2019-2020
Board Slate in the coming months. If you have
an interest in serving HSPVA as a PTO officer,
committee chair, or volunteer, please contact
me at hspva.president.pto@gmail.com. In
addition, come see our Board in action at the
General PTO Meeting March 4, 6:30pm in Room 343,
where the general membership will vote on
a Nominating Committee.
On a final note, our new address changes our HISD
Board representative from District V Trustee Sue
Deigaard, to District VIII Trustee and Board President
Diane Davila. Both, along with Immediate PastPresident of HISD Board Rhonda Skillern-Jones, are
HSPVA parents and we thank all of them for their
service to our school and HISD.
I look forward to sharing memorable times in our
new campus!
Maria J. Gomez - PTO President
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Principal’s Message

A Letter from Dr. A.
February 2019
Kinder HSPVA Families,
We made it downtown! The move and transition never would have happened with the help of our amazing PVA
parents and families. A simple, “Thank you,” doesn’t begin to express the appreciation owed. THANK YOU!
We had our Grand Opening ceremony on February 4th and it was a huge success. My apologies for not being able to
open the event to the public, but it was important to me that our kids attend and experience the official ribbon
cutting. Even with our new performance venues, we don’t have the capacity for the many parents, alum, and
community members who would have attended if invited. We will have self-guided tours two hours before each
performance of FELA! February 21st through 24th. A Community Open House will also take place from 2:00 pm to
5:00 pm on Saturday, February 23rd. I hope you will come experience the amazing new facility HISD, the Houston tax
payers, HSPVA Friends, and the Kinder Foundation have given us this month!
FELA! You don’t want to miss it! Our 2019 Spring All School Musical, which is celebrating 30 years of Black History
Productions at PVA, is coming SOON! For the inaugural production in our new downtown Denney Theatre, Kinder
HSPVA is excited to be the first high school to present the most critically-acclaimed musical of the 2010 Broadway
season. FELA! Tells the true story of the legendary Nigerian musician, Fela Kuti, whose soulful Afrobeat (a blend of
jazz, funk, and African rhythm and harmonies) ignited a generation. Motivated by his mother, a civil rights champion,
Fela defied a corrupt and oppressive military government and devoted his life and music to the struggle for freedom
and human dignity. FELA! Is a spectacularly inspiring and triumphant tale of courage, passion, and love. If you
haven’t gotten your tickets, do so today at the Kinder HSPVA box office online!
Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we learn to live in downtown Houston. Your help with drop off and pick
up each day is appreciated. I know the downtown area presents different issues than we had on Stanford, but I think
we are slowly settling into patterns and processes that are working. Thanks!
This will be challenging spring with the district once again making budget decisions regarding next year’s
finances. The Board will be making decisions this spring based on the $272 million recapture payment HISD owes the
state this year. I am hopeful that HSPVA will move forward with a projected budget that, while including a cut in our
per student allocation, would allow us to keep most current teachers for the fall. There are proposals from the
district’s Magnet Program Evaluation and Review Committee that will also be considered by the Board. This year,
with some tightening of belts across the board, we are making this school year work with allocated funds. Another
cut for 2019-2020 will be challenging, but I continue to think positively.
The spring is full of exciting events and performances in every department. Check the website calendar for dates and
times. Plan on being a part of the excitement that is Kinder HSPVA! Spring Break will be here before we know it. It is
my hope that the weeks leading up to that break are positive ones. Thank you once again for your support of our
school!
Sincerely,
R. Scott Allen, Ed.D.
Principal
2

Kinder HSPVA Parent Teacher Organization

Winter 2019

Math
The HSPVA Math department would like to welcome everyone to our new campus! We are loving our location on the
second floor as students arrive ready to learn without needing to catch their breath : )
Here are just a few things we are most excited about:
Ms. Coffey - I cannot wait to watch my students measure all the different heights in and around our beautiful new
building using only a clinometer, trigonometry, and our brain! And also, a calculator. It's going to be SO. MUCH. FUN.
Ms. Nguyen - I’m most excited about having my own personal room! I don’t have to calculate how long it will take me
from point A to point B and beat the students to the classroom before they do! I can now utilize everything to the
best of my abilities and make it my own castle of learning.
Mr. McCommis - In addition to having more room (and a view!) for my Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, and A.P. Statistics
classes, I am excited for both students and staff to enjoy all the new, positive experiences in our new, modern, urban
campus.
Ms. Suarez - I’m thrilled for my pre-cal students to explore the Riemann sums project! Students will calculate the
area under the curve, with speed and time as their units using rectangles. Oh my! What does the area under the
curve mean? Whoo hooo! The beginnings of calculus!
Lastly don’t forget about the School Day SAT for Juniors on April 23rd! If you are a Junior parent, the best time for
your junior to start preparing is now! You can find FREE test prep Khan Academy or on the SAT website
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice where you will find links to practice exams as well as a “daily
practice app” that you can have students access from their phone. Talk about a GOOD use of screen time!
As always if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us!
Best, The Kinder HSPVA Math Department

Diversity Series - Koffee House
Koffee House on February 2nd was our third Kinder HSPVA Diversity Series Event of the year and the first at the 790
Austin St. campus! This year Koffee House featured 21 student acts drawing in students from all six art areas and
included performances in spoken word, rap, singing, live band music, an art gallery, and much more! Proceeds from
this year’s Koffee House will be split between the partnering student organization, Black Student Union (BSU) and the
student selected charity, Project Row Houses which works to preserve historical urban neighborhoods. Parents of
Black History, Cultural Diversity, and Inclusion (PBHCD&I) provided pivotal support and parent volunteers to the
event and sold Koffee House T-Shirts, the proceeds from which will go directly to supporting multiple scholarships for
PVA students this year. The Diversity Series will continue on March 20th with the first ever Women’s event and
conclude on April 23rd with the Asian Festival!
Look for pictures of Koffee House throughout the newsletter!
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PTO at Work
The PTO is a working organization of parents, teachers, staff, administration and the community that serves HSPVA by
informing the school community of academic and art area activities (through items like this Newsletter), raising funds for
academic and art area needs and providing volunteers for school programs. One of the unique aspects of PTO is their
wide support of academic departments of HSPVA. PTO also hosts monthly Teacher/Staff appreciation events and
operates the School Store. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Dena Linda, VP Membership,
hspvaptomembership@gmail.com.
PTO partnered with Houston downtown businesses to provide a Mardi Gras
themed luncheon for the first faculty/staff development day in the new
building. Food was catered by Zydeco Louisiana Diner downtown at 1119
Pease St., while door prizes included gift cards donated by parents and
Phoenicia Foods, 1001 Austin St. - neighbors down the street.

The School Store in its new location. Proceeds from the
School Store directly benefit the school and the students.

Piano
The Piano Department calendar has been full of events.
 The Meyerland Middle School for the Performing and Visual Arts Piano outreach on Nov. 12, with students Vi

Nguyen and Santiago Pena, 12th graders
 The HISD Piano Festival on Nov. 10. HSPVA participated by sending the following representatives: Henry
Johnston 10th, Alyssa Liao 11th, and Santiago Pena 12th
 The Retirement Home Outreach on Nov. 11 (4141 South Braeswood Blvd.) included students: Maika Nebgen,
William Newman, Antonio Sanz, Ariel Workeneh, Magen Zeng
 A Master Class with Arthur Rubinstein International Piano Competition winner Roman Rabinovich -- The
Society for Performing Arts brought him to HSPVA. Students Vi Nguyen and Sergio Sanz were the
designated performers.
nd
 Magen Zeng won 2 place at the XVth Art Duo International Competition for Young Musicians in Prague,
Czech Republic, Nov. 26-29, 2018.
th
th
th
 Pianists Alpin Gunduz 11 , Santiago Pena 12 , and Alyssa Liao 11 participated in the Bach Project, in
collaboration with Dr. Brad Smith and the String Department for a performance on Feb 1. It was a
combination of solo works and chamber music works, all of it played on our on-site harpsichord.
 Da Camera of Houston director and founder Sarah Rothenberg lecture/performance on Brahms on Jan. 24
for piano and string departments.
 Internationally renowned Tanya Gabrielan, winner of Aram Khachaturian International Piano Competition,
will visit the school for a performance and master class on Monday Feb 18, student performers TBD.
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Dance
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The K Kinder HSPVA Concert Dancers will present our Spring
Dance Concert, March 7 & 8th, 2019 in the new
Denney Theatre downtown. The concert, will feature
contemporary ballet, jazz and modern dance
choreography by the HSPVA dance faculty and
featured guest choreographed works by Jennifer
Archibald, artistic director for ARCH Dance Company,
New York, Amy Miller, Artistic Associate for
GroundWorks Dance Theatre and Associate Artistic
Director of GIBNEY Dance in New York, Michael Foley,
Professor of Dance at Southern Florida University and

Michelle Manzanales, Director of Ballet Hispanico’s School of Dance. Tickets can be purchased at
www.hspvaboxoffice.com beginning Friday, February 15th, 2019.
In December, we hosted Southern Florida University, OU School of Dance, San Jacinto College as well as master
classes by PVA graduate Zach Tang and Roderick George. This Spring we will host Peabody Institute, Boston
Conservatory at Berklee, Southern Methodist University, Fordham University recruiting for their Dance Programs
as well as the Northwest Dance Project, Peridance Capezio Center, Ballet Hispanco, Ballet Austin and the Ailey
School’s Summer Intensive Auditions.
The Concert Dancers will be performing the “Can Can” at the Le Notre Culinary Gala, February 14th at the River
Oaks Country Club and with the Houston Symphony, “Once Upon a Time”, children’s matinee series at Jones Hall,
April 27th, 2019.
A HUGE Thank You for all the help from Dance Parent Volunteers, Students, Dance Faculty, Pioneer Moving
Company, HISD and especially Diane Reagan for her help coordinating the move to our new downtown campus.
We could not have done it without your generosity of time and support through the process.
We hope to see you in the audience supporting the talented Concert Dancers as they begin their new
performance journey at the downtown campus’ new Denney Theatre. Happy Spring!

Kudos Sarah Grace
Sophomore band student Sarah Grace, a trumpet player in Wind Ensemble, Jazz I and Symphony Orchestra, surprised
the nation and all of the HSPVA Family with her amazing vocal performances competing on the 15th season of The
Voice (NBC). Kelly Clarkson was her coach. Her trumpet skills have been a given at HSPVA, but her vocal skills were
astonishing, fascinating, and inspiring. She has been described as a Blues Singer and performs passionately and with
abandon. Her performance of “Amazing Grace” on The Voice can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6s-NRCChB9A.
Sarah Grace successfully made it through all of the grueling auditions and competitions up to “The Voice” finale.
Brava, Sarah Grace! We look forward to your future endeavors.
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Science
Many people are surprised to learn that quite a few HSPVA graduates decide to major in a STEM discipline. We
wanted to share some of the insights of PVA grads who have decided to major in Mathematics, Engineering, or the
Natural Sciences with current students and held our inaugural HSPVA Alumni STEM Panel at 4:30 PM on Tuesday,
January 8th, 2019. We were delighted to see six of our alumni again and to hear what being a STEM major in college
after PVA is like. Our distinguished panel included: Emily Soice, PVA 2016, a Biology, Environmental Engineering, and
Music major at MIT; Elena Margolin, PVA 2018, a Mathematical Economic Analysis major at Rice University; Jonathan
Jalbert, PVA 2018, attending Yale University; Andrew Han, PVA 2016, an Engineering major at University of Texas at
Austin; Reuben Isaac, PVA 2018, an Aerospace Engineering major at the University of Texas at Austin; and Sabrina
Koseki, PVA 2018, a Music and (possibly) Biochemistry major at Wellesley College.
It is impossible to describe the joy that the Science faculty felt to hear our students return and describe how well
prepared they feel for challenging math and science classes in college. They all shared how the rigor and depth of the
STEM classes at HSPVA gave them the important foundations necessary for college level STEM classes. They agreed
that the math and science faculty at HSPVA helped them learn to be problem solvers and to love solving challenging
questions. Science Olympiad and the STEM Club were also praised for encouraging HSPVA students to embrace their
love of math and science! All students also shared how important their training in the arts at HSPVA has been and
how it is helping them be stronger college students and better Math and Science students than their non-artist
peers.
A huge THANK YOU to our alumni who took the time to share their insights with us this year. Are you interested in
hearing some of their insights? Be on the look-out for this event next January 2020!

Members of the HSPVA Alumni STEM Panel (from left to right): Emily Soice, Elena Margolin, Jonathan Jalbert, Andrew Han, Reuben Isaac, and Sabrina Koseki.

The Kinder HSPVA Newsletter is published three times a year by the PTO and emailed to parents and faculty and/or
posted at the website. To submit articles for the May 3, 2019, issue, please email them by April 12, 2019, to Principal
Allen at RALLEN4@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Maria Gomez at hspva.president.pto@gmail.com or newsletter
co-editors, Irmi Willcockson and Barbara Haverkamp at ptonewspva@gmail.com. Kinder HSPVA is located at790
Austin St, Houston TX 77002.
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PTO Membership Recognition
Dena Linda, VP Membership
Thank You PTO Members! Your membership contributions allow PTO to support exemplary artistic and academic
experiences at Kinder HSPVA. Membership recognition at Star Level and above.
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS — $1000
Anonymous

Robbie Pape

The Kidd Family

Dale Burrus

Samuel Shehadeh & Eman Elshareif

The Newman Family

Family of Shelby Edison

The Bezanis Family

The Workeneh Family

Jenny and Andre Marshall

The Chorn family

Marita and JB Fairbanks

PRODUCERS - $500
Casey Briseno

Luci Correa

The Adeeko Family

Patrick and Carmen Dessauer

Parents of Vera Caldwell

The Bloome Family

Dena and David Linda

Rommel and Jennifer Quarterman

The Higdon Family

Janis and Paul Jarosz

Suji and Reji John

The Salomon Family

John and Marya Scott

The Waller Family

Allie Guerra family

DIRECTORS - $250
Lee Ann and Alex Butler

The Knight Family

Bernosky Construction

Andre and Deborah Hasou

The Langford Family

Melissa and Brad Kalmans

The Obermeyer family

The Blewer Family

The Pearson Family

The Garza Family

The Selvakumar Family

Sternenberg

The Gee Family

The Tice Family

Jake and April Bunch

The Horn Family

The Venkatraman Family

Caroline and Perryn Leech
Douglas Helzer and Alison
Bertuch
Family of Lauren
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STARS - $100

Parents of Nina and Marjorie
French

Andrew Shaw
Chloe Shupe

Parents of Noah Friedman

Dinkins Family

Kim Howard and Max Wittaker

Family of Camryn Corron
Family of Matthew Goldberg
Family of Sloane Ritterbush

Rafael Pina's Family

The Schaeffer Family
The Shah Family

The Cumming Family

Jordan Ray

The Sheldon Family

The Gentry Family

Family of Juliana Hall

The Shu Family

The Gotesky Family

Kim Howard

The Snell Family

The Guite Family

Kimberly & David Falconer

The Stickney Family

The Howell Family

Mark and Elizabeth Klein

The Touchet Family

The Hwu Family

Meyerland Martial Arts

The Vincent-Brown Family

The Jay Hickman Family

Owens Taylor
Parents of Emma McDonough

The Powers-Williams Family

The Sarro Family

The Bennett Family

Jannie Celestine

The Powers Family

The Reid Family

The Belanger Family

Ida and Marc Miller

The Mee Family

The Raguso Family

The Adkins Family
The Anderson Family

Grandma Bobbie Newman

The LeMaire Family

The Kimberly Family

The Wakefield Family
Vineeth Nadella's Family

The Lang Family

Parents of Margaret Fair

We also sincerely thank those members whose names are not listed
CELEBRITIES - 54 members

FANS - 106 members
Thank you for being part of Kinder HSPVA’s PTO Community!
Koffee House 2019
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Best Wishes, Mr. Springfield
After working as HSPVA’s Dean of Students for 8 years, Travis Springfield will be moving on to the position of the
Assistant Director of Fine Arts in Fort Bend ISD in February. He will, however, continue as a consultant through
graduation to make sure the HSPVA Class of 2019 seniors are taken care of and to coordinate the support of juniors
as well. Ms. Lark will continue to be the counselor for freshmen and sophomores. Details were discussed at the two
parent meetings in January.
Mr. Springfield came to HSPVA in 2010 from the HISD central office where he was manager of UIL Academics
overseeing all music, theatre, speech and academic UIL extracurricular activities across all HISD campuses. He has
also worked in several State UIL capacities nurturing fine arts programs across Texas.
Reflecting on his work at HSPVA, Mr. Springfield has stated:
I have invested more than a third of my educational career in this special place that is not defined by walls but rather
by a creative and collaborative spirit that is unique and original because of the people who fill the halls, studios,
stages and classrooms every day. I will miss being a part of that energy and contributing in my small way to our
HSPVA legacy.
Thank you, Mr. Springfield, for your industry, perseverance and kindness on behalf of so many Kinder HSPVA
students over time.

Black Alumni Network
The HSPVA-PTO Black Alumni Network (BAN) was established in the fall of 2018 by Chair Denise Ward, a 2012 Vocal
Graduate. The purpose of the HSPVA-PTO Black Alumni network is to connect black alumni of The High School for
Performing and Visual Arts, in an effort to foster relationships, support current students and alumni endeavors, and
champion the next generation of HSPVA artists and professionals of color. Supported by the PTO, BAN has hosted
two social events, a General Body Meeting in October and Holiday Jam Social in December, and a workshop for
current jazz students with 2013 Jazz Pianist and Composer James Francies in November. The Black Alumni Network
is excited for the new year’s events and ready to positively impact current HSPVA students. The HSPVA-PTO Black
Alumni Network leadership team officers are as follows:
Chair- Denise Ward, Vocal 2012
Vice Chair- Dr. Pam Cormier, Vocal 1983
Secretary- Capra Fellows, Theatre 2011
Treasurer- Henry Ellis Davis, Theatre 2008
Parliamentarian- Thomas Porter Theatre 2012
Communications Chair- Capra Fellows, Theatre 2011
Engagement / Membership Coordinator- Jhacole LeGrand-Dunn, Vocal 1994

General PTO Meeting - March 4th, 6:30 pm
This is YOUR PTO. Please join us and see our board at work. Learn about our PTO budget, programs, structure,
funding, Teacher Wish Lists, appreciation initiatives, and volunteer opportunities. Street parking free after 6pm.
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Thank You, Diane Ragan
Thank you, Diane Ragan, for your Seven Years of
Service to HSPVA PTO!

From Diane My service to HSPVA started in 2012 when I crashed
Terri Brown’s School Supply set up days by stopping
in the doorway announcing, “I love school
supplies.” I computerized the inventory and
rearranged the room for more efficient
packing. Terri Brown taught me all she knew about
running the school store in service to the kids. I
took over when Terri retired, and made the supply
fundraiser a Pre-Sale. Denise Savrick and Larry Trout
were instrumental in making the fundraiser wildly
successful.
Rachelle Hollingsworth was also
instrumental in working daily to get the new store
organization ready for the built-in storefront on the
second floor. Along the way, I volunteered to be the
Dutch boy at the dike. If there was an issue, I tried
to figure it out. My joy is when the processes I
dream up work for other volunteers. The board
continued to approve my recommendations for
technology. I categorized the previous year
transactions for historical comparison in Quicken, I
restructured the BBVA bank account to reduce fees,
and opened the Amazon accounts for purchase and
Amazon Smile. The board also allowed me to use
the bank bill pay service for check writing. That was
the biggest gift I got as Treasurer. I found new
sources for school supplies and created new vendor
relationships. I was also praised by the preparer of
the 990 for consistent transactional recording that
made the 990 easy for the first time in years. I am
very proud of this.

You probably have seen Diane at school, almost
every day, with a bright smile and great gusto, either
working at the school store, as PTO Treasurer, or
organizing us for THE MOVE. Diane has given HSPVA
seven years of volunteerism: Seven with the School
Store in all its roles (purchasing, accounting,
stocking, selling, implementing online systems); four
as School Supply Chair (spending her summers
purchasing, organizing and distributing supplies –
Diane always found the best deals!); two as PTO
Treasurer
(reconciled
our
accounts
and
implemented accounting software); and as Move
Coordinator for the school (could not have done it
without her). One year, Diane worked in all three
PTO positions - always with enthusiasm and a desire
to make things better for our community. Her
motto: “I aim to serve.” All three of her children
are HSPVA Vocalists - James ‘14, Drake ‘16, and
Elizabeth ‘19. With her youngest graduating in May,
Diane plans to put her talents to work in other
arenas - lucky them. PTO is forever grateful for her
dedication and commitment to HSPVA.
On behalf of our HSPVA Family (faculty,
administrators, students, PTO board and PTO
members), THANK YOU, DIANE! You are awesome!
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Vocal
On January 17th, the Vocal Music Department
presented the premier concert in our brand new
Denney Theatre. Almost 600 people were in
attendance, including over 120 HSPVA alumni
students, parents, administrators, faculty and staff
members.

Senior Daniel Boyd is a cast member in the Houston
Grand Opera Production of “Florencia in Las
Amazonas” January 25-February 3.
On Sunday, January 27th, The Chorale sang in the
“Hear the Future “ Concert sponsored by the
Houston Chamber Choir at South Main Baptist
Church,

On January 11th, seven vocal music students were
selected for the Texas Music Educators Association’s
all-state choirs. They are: Daniel Boyd, James
Grabois, Maximillian Macias, Kanade Motomura,
Samantha Pape, Julissa Ramirez and Elliott Snell.
They will travel to San Antonio for the TMEA
convention February 13-17 and will rehearse and
perform with nationally recognized choral directors.

On March 9th, the Madrigal Singers will participate in
the North Texas Madrigal and Chamber Choir
Festival at Canyon Creek Presbyterian Church in
Richardson, Texas.
The Vocal Department Spring Concert will be April
16 at 6 pm in our New Denney Theatre.

Junior vocalist Kanade Motomura has been selected
as one of ten students nationally to attend the
Metropolitan Opera High School Opera Singer
Intensive Workshop in February.

The Chorale will present the Honor Choir Concert for
the Celebration of Excellence Choral Festival on April
23 at 6pm at South Main Baptist Church.
The annual Pop Concerts will be in our new Denney
Theatre on May 10 at 4:30 pm and May 11 at 7 pm.

Ms. Bonner to Retire
Photo by Lyle Ross

Elliott Snell, Samantha Pape, Kanade Motomura, Daniel
Boyd, Maximillian Macias, James Grabois and Julissa
Ramirez.

As seen in a January 18 Tweet on the HSPVA website, Pat Bonner, HSPVA Vocal Chair, will be retiring at the end of this
school year. She has worked at HSPVA for 45 years at three HSPVA campuses plus an additional 6 years at HISD in
other capacities. It was inevitable that she would retire, but also quite sobering. Ms. Bonner is/has been an HSPVA
icon. Though she is retiring, it is doubtful she’ll slow down; it just isn’t in her.
Look for more about Ms. Bonner in the Spring newsletter!
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Spring All School Musical = Black History Production
Our Black History Production celebrates its thirtieth year at Kinder HSPVA this year. This production plays a large role
in the culture of our school. Ruth Denney and the Houston Independent School District founded HSPVA on a basis of
integration and student diversity back in 1971. The production is an event I look forward to every Spring at the
school.
After several years of students coming to the administration voicing concerns about the perceived inequities of the
Black History Production and the Fall All School Musical, I decided to make some changes. Students told me that they
felt like the Black History Production didn’t have the same resources as the fall production. They thought more
money was spent on the all school musical and that the Black History Production was considered “second rate.”
When looking at budgets and expenses for both productions, the Black History Music had more expenses and was
more expensive to mount. Several years ago, the Black History Parent group thought it would be a good idea to
implement student tutorials during the down times of rehearsals and worked with the administration to implement
that support. The kids didn’t like that the Black History company had tutorials while the fall musical did not.
One of the many exciting things that came with moving downtown was adding the Diversity Series at Kinder HSPVA.
Mr. Klein, our Magnet Coordinator and Black History Producer, had the idea to create a series of spotlight events
throughout the year to showcase student talents while celebrating the diversity of our students. Mr. Tellez has
worked with students to bring the series to fruition and the results have been educational and outstanding…great
additions to the performance calendar! I thought that with this added focus on diversity, it would be a good time to
change the name of the Black History Production to match the All School Musical, giving us a Fall All School Musical
and a Spring All School Musical. Amid planning our move and getting school started in the fall, I did communicate to
key stakeholders, but failed to connect with all of them, including our students. For that I apologize. The plan was
never to do away with the Black History Production or the celebration, but to align titles and make sure that both
productions were run with the same guidelines and expectations. The titles were changed and printed in the all
school calendar in the fall.
A group of students were frustrated with the change, but rather than voicing the concerns they took to social media.
Once I realized there was an issue, I scheduled a meeting and we talked through the concerns they had. I also talked
with our PTO and parents of the Black History Production. What resulted was an adjustment to the title. Kinder
HSPVA now has the Fall All School Musical (Chicago) and the Spring All School Musical: Celebrating 30 Years of Black
History Productions (FELA!). The Black History Production is not going anywhere, it is integral to the culture and
history of the school. I hope this helps with the understanding of the changes that occurred.
If you haven’t gotten tickets to this year’s production, FELA!, do it now! Tickets are going fast! Hope to see you at
this year’s production.
R. Scott Allen, Ed.D.
Principal
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Theatre
Two Kinder HSPVA Theatre Students- Jackie Simmons (11th) and Ashi Porter (12th) advance to Region Finals in
Dallas. High school students from around the state compete for a chance to advance to the national finals of the
August Wilson Monologue Competition in New York City. Each student will present a two- to three-minute
monologue from Wilson’s “Century Cycle” – 10 plays that include his career-making Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom and
the Broadway blockbuster Fences. Wilson, a Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, is known for works that champion the
African American experience while reflecting what one critic called “frustration, nostalgia, anger and dream.” The
Region Finals will be at SMU on February 16th.

Band
TMEA Region 23 Band performances were January 19th. Kinder HSPVA Instrumental students who qualified in the
grueling audition process and performed were:
Alejandro Duenez, Daniel Eastman, Gabriela Matos-Rocafort, Lewis Painter, Lauren Patton, Leslie Reyes.
In the December auditions, Alejandro Duenez, Lauren Patton, Leslie Reyes ranked high enough to advance to the
Area level, and on January 12th, Alejandro Duenez qualified to perform in February at the TMEA Convention in San
Antonio with one of the Texas All-State ensembles.
The first Band concert of this semester, our traditional Summertime in February concert, will be in the Studio Theatre
on Friday, February 8th, at 7 p.m.. As always, Band concerts are free and this one is particularly family friendly. We
will be playing a crowd-pleasing program reminiscent of a summer gazebo concert.
Very soon after that, our Instrumental Senior Recitals begin. See the school website for that schedule.
Upcoming orchestra events:
String chamber music recital – February 28, 7 p.m.
Orchestra concert: March 28th, 7 p.m.

PTO Welcomes Alumni Students/Parents
We continue to welcome and invite Alumni Parents and Students to participate and remain engaged with HSPVA
PTO.
Join us by becoming a PTO Member... and encourage other alumni to participate!
- Link to PTO Membership for Alumni Students:

https://hspvapto.wufoo.com/forms/w6grlcq16w6xd8/

- Link to PTO Membership for Alumni Parents: https://hspvapto.wufoo.com/forms/x174wsfl0s97kq5/
We would love to be connected with you, keep you informed and stay in touch.
Visit the school website hspva.org for information and updates.
Mignonne Anderson, VP Engagement

Koffee House 2019
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Visual Arts
This year has been an amazing string of events including our move to the new building. The art faculty wants to
thank all of the parents and students who helped us organize and transport all of our materials, tools, equipment
and art. The new building is a wonderful space to show off many pieces from the past “Senior Legacy Pieces.” Some
of the wider stairwells showcase 12’ paintings. Please go check out all of this amazing work throughout this building.
We want to congratulate our Young Arts Finalist Deena Fahed. In addition, our seniors had impressive results for the
Scholastics Art and Writing Competition. These include portfolio winners: Gold Key - Louis Broussard, Deena Fahed,
Sara Hansen, Zane Randall; Silver Key - Ryan Horn-Clegg, Marissa Kapp, Heidi Li , Amy Vaughan, Taylor Luna, Lauren
Warner and Cindy Xia; and Honorable Mention - Bri Al-Bahish,Tomas Gago, Chloe Gonzales, Merrell Goza, Chelsey
Hinojosa and Marisa Wattenbarger. In addition, we had many students win various awards for individual pieces
including underclassmen Landy Chen, Ire Asojo, Dana Combate, Olivia Scott and Sophia Guzman. Congrats!
The Class of 2022 Exhibition was the first show in our new space. That show demonstrates this group’s talents!
This semester, we welcome back our guest artist from SAIC, Trevor Martin, who is working with our juniors in a
weeklong workshop. This is his third year of working with young artists who are developing their ideas. He gives an
artist lecture on Friday to cap off the week. We also will welcome alum Patrick Renner (Class of 2000) to speak to
the department about his business and commissions. This includes his work featured in the lobby of our new
building. During the last few weeks of the fall, we had many guests speak to our department while we were packing.
This includes alum Dana Suleymanova, local ceramicist Angel Oloshove, Aurora Picture Show’s Camilo Gonzalez and
local artist Britt Thomas. The students were able to learn a lot of diverse things from this crew!
The Junior Scholarship Show opens to the public March 5-8 is one of our most exciting shows. It results in monetary
awards that will help juniors attend summer art programs.
Our Donor’s Choose project for the fall was a success. We raised money to buy books for our art library, which is in
our new office. This spring, we are raising money to purchase large canvases. The freshmen are working on
collaborative pieces to be shown in a downtown courtroom that specializes in juvenile and CPS cases. The judge
wants our talented students to inspire the kids who go through the court system. If you have any questions about
how you can help, please contact us or visit Donor’s Choose.
The Blaffer Museum of Art featured our sophomores’ artwork in conjunction with their fall exhibitions. They had
amazing sculptures that were inspired by our field trip.
H. David Waddell
Chair of the Visual Arts Department
Freshman & Senior Level Advocate

Orchestra
The months of September and October brought several guest artists onto campus:
Internationally renowned group, the Silk Road Ensemble, performed for all orchestra students, and piano and theory
classes. They were absolutely amazing and very inspiring for everyone.
PVA alumnus Jaylon Black visited with string students early this year to talk about his path from beginning violin to
PVA to Berklee, and now beginning to make his mark as a professional musician. His stories were very compelling,
and we loved his performance on electric violin. He opened
our eyes to new possibilities of music-making with
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and we loved his performance on electric violin. He opened our eyes to new possibilities of music-making with
classical instruments.
String Chamber Music students have worked with guest artists who coached our ensembles: string faculty from the
University of Oklahoma, PVA alumnus and Juilliard student Jasper Snow, and Dave Conner, double bassist from the
Houston Symphony. We have also hosted guests from Oklahoma City University, and NYU.
Two string quartets from HSPVA performed in October at Le Meridien Hotel downtown (near our new campus), and
at the Central Houston Luncheon, held at the Hilton Americas.
String students participated in the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) Region Orchestra auditions at the
beginning of October. The TMEA All-State auditions are a three-step process for strings. The All-Region auditions
come first (34 HSPVA students placed in one of the two region orchestras and performed in concerts on December
8th.) The second step, an elimination round, was 10/26. In the third round, students individually record two etudes,
and four orchestral excerpts taken from music that will be performed by the All-State Orchestras in February of
2019. Those recordings are submitted and then judged alongside other students from across the state to determine
if students will become a member of a TMEA All-State Orchestra. (Last year HSPVA had 12 All-State string players.)
VIOLIN
Carson Howell, Symphony- 2nd year All-State
Katie Butler, Symphony- 2nd year All-State
Alexandra Maynard, Philharmonic- 2nd year All-State
McKenna Miller, Sinfonietta
Angela Goodearl, Sinfonietta

CELLO
Victoria Lin, Symphony- 3rd year All-State
Owen DeMarco, Philharmonic- 3rd year All-State
Sofia Puccio, Sinfonietta - 3rd year All-State
DOUBLE BASS
Grant Phillips, Symphony- 2nd year All-State
Connor Wright, Philharmonic
Ewan Curtis, Band- 3rd year All-State

VIOLA
Matthieu Girardet, Symphony- 3rd year All-State
Alison Wang, Symphony- 3rd year All-State
Lia Stallmann, Symphony- 2nd year All-State
The Concerto Competition

On November 7th, fifteen instrumental students competed in the 2018 Kinder HSPVA Concerto Competition. After a
full day of wonderful performances, the winners were announced.
First Place- Matthieu Girardet, viola Second Place- Sofia Puccio, cello Third Place- Sumito Yamaga, piano
Honorable Mention- Victoria Lin, cello Honorable Mention- Alexandra Maynard, violin
The first, second and third place winners will perform as soloists with the HSPVA Symphony on March 28th and May
17th next Spring.
Guest artists:
The Kinder HSPVA Orchestra hosted guest conductors Steven Ward (Abilene
Christian University) and Jeff Grogan (Oklahoma City University) in the month of
November.
We also had a guest artist from the Jewish Community Center, Lisa Gutkin, come
and teach string students Klezmer style and Irish style fiddling. Ms. Gutkin is a
violinist/vocalist in the Klezmatics music group.
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Kinder HSPVA’s Cardiac Emergency Response Team
Kinder HSPVA is participating in a national collaboration between Project Adam and Texas Children’s Hospital. Kinder
HSPVA is one of several HISD schools which are among the first to achieve the “Heart Safe School” status at the
Graduation Ceremony on February 15 at Texas Children’s Hospital. Our campus now has 38 CPR/AED-certified faculty
and staff, and 18 of them comprise our Cardiac Emergency Response Team. Selected members of the team will
respond to medical emergencies in the school.
Project Adam is named after a 17-year old high school student, Adam Lemel, who collapsed and died of sudden
cardiac arrest while playing basketball at school. Immediate use of an automated external defibrillator (AED) could
have saved his life. Although sudden cardiac arrest in student athletes may be more known, it can also happen to
young non-athletes.
With our new state-of-the-art public high school campus, the idea of being able to provide accessible emergency
cardiac care to our students, faculty, staff and the many family member and others, who attend school
performances, was both logical and responsible.
PVA currently has 38 members of the faculty and staff who are CPR and AED-certified. Of these, 18 volunteered to
serve on our Cardiac Emergency Response Team. CERT members have agreed to respond to medical emergencies if
they occur. Our AEDs may also be used by community members who use our building during non-school hours.
Faculty and Staff CPR-AED certified and CERT members are:
Angela Apte
Pat Bonner
Janie Carothers
Shannon Carter
Jennifer Chase
Nicole DiLuglio

Marlo Diosomito
Vicki Fowler
Dana Harrell
Courtney Jones
Jonathan Klein
Mekeva McNeil

Rodolfo Morales
Rebecca Saunders
Penelope Strauss
Judith Switek
Sean Tellez
Alexandra Williams

CPR/AED certified teachers and staff (other than the CERT members) will be able to help with CPR until the CERT
team arrives. They are:
Miguel Alarcon
Lynley Cardenas
Shanta Childers
Elizabeth Coffey
Stephen Crawford
Paul Davis
Julia Hall

William Hoffman
Travis Horstman
Matthew Hune
Eastman Landry
Dan McCommis
Cam Nhi Nguyen
Oscar Perez

Brad Smith
Warren Sneed
Charles Swan
David Waddell
Stacey White
Wen Zhao

Thank you to all who have taken the time be certified in this emergency training.
In the case of a medical emergency, there are plans in place for CPR-AED certified and CERT first responders. There
are also safety directives for students. There are written criteria for signs of a medical emergency and information for
calling for help.
Supporting the health of our PVA family and community,
Penelope Z. Strauss PhD, RN
School Nurse
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