
Applying to Pin Oak for 2020-2021, Frequently asked questions

There are several changes to the application system this year. Here are some answers to frequently 
asked questions:

Q: I live near Pin Oak, can I just come to the school and register my child?
A: Pin Oak is an application-only school and we encourage each and every child who is interested in our 
school to apply.  We have a magnet program for languages other than English, and a “boundary option” 
program.  

Q: How do I apply for the magnet program at Pin Oak?
A: You can apply online at hisdchoice.com.  

Q: What does “boundary option” mean, and can my child apply for it?
A: Students who are zoned to Pershing, Meyerland, or Long Middle Schools are eligible to apply to Pin 
Oak as a “boundary option.”  Because of the high volume of applications we’ll receive for boundary 
option, we will run a lottery of all boundary option applications received between September 27th and 
December 6th.

Q: When can my child apply to Pin Oak?
A: The Phase I application season is from Friday, September 27th -December 6th.  

Q: What’s the difference between “magnet” and “boundary option”?
A: As we are a Languages-Other-than-English magnet school, magnet students at Pin Oak are required to 
take a language other than English.  Boundary Option students are not required to take a language, but 
have access to the foreign language program, including French, German, Italian, Mandarin Chinese, 
Spanish, Spanish for Native Speakers, and AP Spanish. There is no difference in the core content 
curriculum offered to our magnet students vs. our boundary option students. All students, in every 
house, are offered Pre-AP coursework, if they qualify.

Q: If my child is zoned to Pershing, Meyerland, or Long can my child apply for both magnet and 
boundary option?
A:  Applicants who live in the boundary zones for Pershing, Meyerland, and Long, who would like to be 
considered for our magnet program and for our boundary option should fill out an application for both 
programs at hisdchoice.com. 

Q: What does “lottery” mean?
A: Every qualified application for our magnet program and every boundary option application will be 
placed in two separate lotteries (one lottery for magnet, one lottery for boundary option).  Qualified 
applicants will be picked at random for acceptance from both lotteries.



Q: What is a “matrix”?  
A: A matrix is a scoring system.  Applications for Vanguard magnet schools in Houston ISD are scored 
using data from grades and standardized test results.   The matrix is a combination of 4th grade STAAR 
scores and final grade averages (for incoming 6th graders). Pin Oak no longer requires a matrix score to 
apply for our magnet program.

Q: Do I need to bring in copies of my child’s test scores and grades?
A: Fifth graders currently attending a Houston ISD school who attended that same school in the fourth 
grade do not need to bring us their grades and test scores.  All of that information is already in the 
system for HISD students.   
Should your child be accepted to Pin Oak, some more information may be requested to ensure proper 
class placement.

Q: My child has not qualified as “GT.”  Can they still apply to Pin Oak?
A: Yes.  Applicants do not need to qualify as “GT” to be accepted to Pin Oak.  However, we do offer Pre-
AP/GT classes in our boundary option and in our magnet programs.

Q: If my child is accepted for boundary option and my family moves, can they still attend Pin Oak?
A: Residency guidelines for zone campuses are applied.  If you move out of the Meyerland, Long, or 
Pershing attendance zone you will no longer be eligible for a boundary option transfer.

Q: Do I need to bring in a copy of a water bill, electric bill, gas bill, or lease agreement when I apply?
A:  You do not need to submit a water bill, electric bill, gas bill, or lease agreement at the time of 
application.  However, if your child is accepted to Pin Oak and accepts their seat, we will require proof of 
residence (water bill, electric bill, gas bill, or lease agreement).

Q: I heard Pin Oak has a wait list.  How many students will you accept from the wait list?
A: Each year we access the wait list to fill open spots.  The wait list number each year fluctuates and 
there is no way of knowing what number we will get to on the waiting list. We will continue calling 
through March 30th as seats become available. 

Q: If I apply early does that increase my chances of being accepted at Pin Oak?
A: All qualified applications received between September 27th and December 6th will be placed into the 
same lottery.


