
  Fondren Middle School Academic Honesty  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Fondren Middle School, guided by the philosophy of the IB and IB Learner Profiles, places great value on 

the ethical qualities of personal integrity and academic honesty. Academic honesty is expected of all 

members of the school community including students, faculty, administration, and parents.  

It is the policy of Fondren Middle School that: 

● All students understand the basic meaning and importance of academic honesty 

● All work produced by students is their own, authentic work 

● Students understand and obey the rules relating to proper conduct of assessments 

● Students understand the difference between collaboration and collusion, and that it is 

unacceptable to present work that has been gained through a process of collusion 

 

The objective of the aforementioned policy is to: 

● Promote good academic practice and a school culture that actively encourages academic 

honesty 

● Empower students to understand what constitutes academic honesty and dishonesty 

● Encourage students to look to their teachers, administrators and specialists for support when 

completing assessed work in order to prevent any possible form of malpractice  

● Ensure that students understand the importance of acknowledging accurately and honestly all 

ideas and work of others 

●  Explain to students that they have an important role in ensuring that their work is 

“academically honest” 

● Convey to students that plagiarism is a serious academic offence for which Fondren Middle 

School shows no tolerance 

● Clarify to students precisely what penalties will be imposed should they be found guilty of 

malpractice. 

 

Fondren Middle School Mission Statement: 

To give child intellectual, moral, and social instruction that will inspire academic achievement, creativity, 

compassion, and global-mindedness; thus transforming them into independent thinkers and life-long 

learners.  

 

Student Creed: 

My mission as a Fondren Mustang is to engage my mind with challenging academics, that inspire me to 

values others and to become a global minded scholar.  
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IB LEARNER PROFILE: 

● Inquirers-They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct 

inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this 

love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 

● Knowledgeable -They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. 

In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and 

balanced range of disciplines. 

● Thinkers -They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize 

and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

● Communicators -They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively 

in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively 

and willingly in collaboration with others. 

● Principled -They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 

respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for 

their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

● Open-minded -They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and 

are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They 

are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow 

from the experience. 

● Caring -They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. 

They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives 

of others and to the environment. 

● Risk-takers -They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, 

and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave 

and articulate in defending their beliefs. 

 

ACADEMIC CONDUCT AND MISCONDUCT  

We, at Fondren Middle School, in all our actions, inspire students to be governed by the values of 

honesty and personal integrity. 

The IB General Regulations: IB defines misconduct as “behavior that results in, or may result in, the 

student or any other student gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components.” 

Academic Honesty refers to: 

● The full credit of the original authorship and ownership of creative material 

● The production of ‘authentic’ pieces of work 

● The protection of all forms of intellectual property – which include forms of intellectual and 

creative expression, as well as patents, registered designs, trademarks, moral rights and 

copyright 

Authenticity  

● Resulting from the natural, genuine-self, whereas inauthenticity is a result of external 

influences. 
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● The IB student is responsible for guaranteeing that all work submitted is their own work, with 

the ideas of others recognized correctly. 

● An authentic assessment drives the curriculum 

● Perform a task including real-world tasks that determine meaningful presentation of essential 

skills and knowledge 

● Students perform engaging, meaningful, complex tasks  

Intellectual Property 

● All such authentic work has the ideas and words of others completely accredited 

● Students understand and obey the rules relating to proper conduct of assessments 

● Students understand the difference between collaboration and collusion, and that it is 

unacceptable to present work attained through a process of collusion 

● The policy refers to all assignments established and completed in school or at home, ranging 

from simple homework assignments to formal assessments required by the IB 

●  

Malpractice - The IB Organization defines malpractice as behavior that results in, or may result in, the 

student gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components. 

Academic Dishonesty includes: 

• Plagiarism - is the representation of the ideas or work of another person as the student’s own, 

including improper or missing citations, failure to acknowledge original authorship, and copying 

information from the internet. 

• Collusion - supporting malpractice by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or 

submitted for assessment by another. Students are encouraged to collaborate, and are often asked to 

participate in group activities and projects. However, the IB requires “that the abstract, introduction, 

content and conclusion/summary of a piece of work must be written in each student’s own words and 

cannot therefore be the same as another student’s. For example, if two or more students have exactly 

the same framework to an assignment, it will interpreted as collusion (or plagiarism).” 

Other Breaches to Academic Misconduct include: 

● Disruptive behavior during assessments 

● Stealing assessments 

● Taking unauthorized material into a testing environment 

● Non-verbal communication 

● Improper technology etiquette 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

It is Fondren Middle School’s responsibility to structure the curriculum in a manner that allows students 

to develop the habits of academic honesty over time and ensure that all members of the school 

community understand the value of academic honesty. 

Teachers: (including specialists, counselors, support and paraprofessionals) 
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● Be a positive role model. 

● Set clear expectations for assignments. 

● Create assignments that are rigorous and thought-provoking. 

● Teach a recognized citation convention (MLA) for written and non-written source materials in order 

to guide students to show respect for the work of others. 

● Communicate and demonstrate appropriate collaboration versus collusion with each assignment. 

● Allot time to teach and practice these skills. 

 

Students: 

● Be a positive role model. 

● Confirm understanding of academic honesty with signature on Code of Conduct form each year. 

● Report malpractice violations to a trusted school employee. 

● Endeavor to produce authentic work. 

● Understand that putting your name on assignment certifies it as your own work, cited appropriately. 

● Minimize malpractice temptation by balancing time appropriately. 

● Should an incident of academic dishonesty occur, either intentional or unintentional, complete the 

reflection process with the teacher. 

● Understand proper citation expectations for assignments (MLA where appropriate), and cite sources 

including printed and electronic media.  

● Ask for guidance when you are unsure. 

 

Administration: 

● Be a positive role model. 

● Ensure the academic honesty policy is applied consistently throughout the school. 

● Ensure that all staff, students, and parents understand definitions, responsibilities, and consequences 

of academic dishonesty. 

● Support academic honesty policy and investigate all reports of academic dishonesty and ensure 

consequences for acts of academic dishonesty. 

● Provide professional development opportunities to all interested teachers. 

● Provide teachers with material to guide students in maintaining academic honesty. 
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● Build a supportive learning environment that allows students to receive academic skills needed to 

become successful.  

● Encourage teaching strategies that put importance on authentic tasks. 

 

Parents, guardians, and/or other outside support:               

● Be a positive role model. 

● Read/sign Academic Honesty Form.  

● Encourage your child to practice academic honesty.  

● Encourage your child to maintain a philosophy of honesty in and out of school. 

 

Consequences 

When a student fails to follow the Fondren Middle School Academic Honest Policy, the following actions 

will occur:  

 An investigation will be conducted by the grade level principal. 

 A parent contact will be made. 

 Student consequences will include community service and/or suspension. 

 The student will not be allowed to make up the assignment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Fondren Middle School Academic Honesty Signature Form 

 

 

Student Name (please print): 

Student ID: 
 

By signing this form, I confirm that I have read, understand, and will follow the 
Fondren Middle School Academic Honesty Policy. 
 
________________________________________                           ___________ 
Student Signature                                                                                   Date 
 
 
 
By signing this form, I confirm that I have read, understand, and will encourage 
my child to follow the Fondren Middle School Academic Honest Policy. 
 
 
_________________________________________                         ____________ 
Parent Signature                                                                                     Date 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


