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Assessment Policy 

 

Philosophy  

Assessment and data disaggregation are an important component of curriculum planning 

and the instructional process for our teachers at Fondren Middle School. Teachers use a 

variety of formative and summative assessments to direct their instruction and to 

determine student mastery. Grades are based exclusively on Texas Essential Knowledge 

and Skills (TEKS) and achievement levels from IB-related rubrics.  

Each of the eight IB MYP core courses are responsible for developing units and 

summative assessment tasks for each six-week grading cycle.  For each unit of study, 

the teachers meet and work collaboratively to determine the summative assessment task 

based on local, state, and IB content requirements. The statement of inquiry forms an 

essential part of the curriculum in IB World Schools. When creating MYP units of work, 

the statement of inquiry outlines the selection of subjects and tasks to be assessed. 

Teachers determine which MYP objectives and strands will be used to develop unit plans, 

lessons, and assessments.  At this time, teachers also work to standardize summative 

assessment task grading using the IB Rubrics. A variety of assessment methods will allow 

students to provide evidence of conceptual understanding gained through the learning 

activities. 

Teachers are thoughtful in their choices to ensure that the strategies, tasks, and tools are 

appropriate to the learning objectives, the content area, and the student. Teachers are 

encouraged to employ a wide range of assessment tasks in order to support multisensory 

learning and respond to students’ different learning styles. 

 

General Assessment policy 

 

Formative assessment 

Formative assessments are used in all subject areas. This refers to ongoing assessments 

that will take place during the teaching and learning process.  This gives teachers and 

students important information used to revise teaching and learning activities in a way 

that students are able to improve academic achievement. During formative assessments 

students engage actively in the process of learning. Students learn to self-assess, peer-

assess, and improve their performance with the assistance of the teacher’s meaningful 

feedback. Students have the opportunity to learn new skills and to achieve better grades 



while taking risks and not being afraid to make mistakes. Formative assessments can 

include discussions, questioning, oral presentations, and quizzes. 

 

Summative assessment 

At the end of a teaching and learning period, summative assessment tasks are carried 

out. These assessments summarize what a student knows, comprehends and/or is able 

to do. The assessment is designed so that learners can demonstrate their knowledge and 

comprehension in authentic tasks and apply their skills in new ways. Examples of 

summative assessments could be projects, oral and visual presentations, essays, or 

performances.   

 

Self-assessment 

Reflections and self-assessment are essential components of the assessment process. 

Students examine their strengths and weaknesses, which is useful throughout the 

student’s learning experience. Reflections allow the learner to take responsibility for 

his/her own learning, guides them to service, and at the end, their reflections help to set 

their personal goals.  

 

Recording and Reporting Grades 

Fondren teachers are expected to record a minimum of two grades per week.   

Assessment tasks include tests/quizzes, projects, journals, portfolios, presentations, 

essays, research, and more. The scores for summative assessment tasks are graded 

using subject-specific IB rubrics. Once the score for a task is determined, the IB score is 

converted to the HISD point system.  Both the IB score and the HISD grade are recorded 

in the teacher’s electronic grade book.  By doing this, the teachers enable the parents to 

see both their child’s IB progress, as well as their HISD grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MYP assessment criteria  

The following assessment criteria have been established by the IB for the MYP. At 

Fondren Middle School, all summative assessments in the MYP are based on these 

assessment criteria. 

 

Subject A B C D 

Language and 
Literature 

Analyzing  Organizing Producing text Using 
language 

Language 
Acquisition 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 

Communicating Using 
Language 

Individuals and 
Societies 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating Communicating Thinking 
critically 

Sciences Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating 
patterns 

Communicating Applying 
mathematics 
in real-world 
context 

Mathematics Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating 
patterns 

Communicating Applying 
mathematics 
in real-world 
context 

Arts Knowing and 
understanding 

Developing 
skills 

Thinking 
creatively 

Responding 

Physical and 
Health 
Education 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Planning for 
performance 

Applying and 
performing 

Reflecting 
and improving 
performance 

Design Inquiring and 
analyzing 

Developing 
ideas 

Creating the 
solution 

Evaluating 

MYP projects Investigating Planning Taking Action Reflecting 

Interdisciplinary  Disciplinary 
grounding 

Synthesizing Communicating Reflecting  

 

 

  



IB MYP to HISD Grade Conversion 

 

MYP (0-8) HISD Standard (0-100)  

8 100 Excellent  

7 95 Excellent 

6 90 Excellent 

5 85 Good 

4 80 Good 

3 75 Satisfactory 

2 70 Below Expectations 

1 65 Failing 

0 60 Failing 

 

 

Grading Policy Review 

Teachers review and adjust the grading policy prior to the beginning of school. Grading 

policy is explained to parents at Open House and Coffee with the Principal.  Additionally, 

the parents also receive an explanation regarding the Community Project and how it is 

assessed. 

 

 

 

 

 


