CTE Work-Based
Learning Course
Sign up for this course today!

We are excited to kick off HISD’s
Virtual College & Career Readiness
Month on Monday, October 4th! Our
goal is to bring a fun, creative, and
informative way to engage students
and parents while introducing them to
various post-secondary pathways and
much more. We are building upon our
theme of “Build Today. Connect
Tomorrow. Future Forward.”

We encourage all campuses to
participate as we host virtual events
for both students and parents
throughout October 2021.

For a breakdown of the weekly
themes and additional events, please
see the flyer on page 5 in this bulletin.
Links for individual virtual sessions will
be distributed as events occur. As
your campuses post on social media
during the month of October related
to any of these activities, please
include the hashtag #HISDCCMR.

CTE BULLETIN
October 2021, Vol. III
College, Career, and Military
Readiness (CCMR) Month is HERE!

ATTN: High School Principals & CTE Administrators

Do you have a CTE teacher who promotes high student
engagement, hands-on activities, or other reasons why the
CTE teacher should be nominated? If so, please submit your
nomination by close of business on October 29, 2021.
Click here to submit your CTE Teacher of the Month.
The Career Readiness Department invites our Houston
community and stakeholders to join us for "Story Time,"
our interactive hour where elementary students can engage
in career ready concepts and conversations through literacy.
WHAT: Volunteers read a short story about a career (book
provided) and engage in Q&A with students about their own
profession - WHEN: 1st & 3rd Friday from 1:00pm - 2:00pm
WHERE: via Microsoft Teams - HISD Contact Information:
Echos Blevins at Echos.Blevins@HoustonISD.org
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Engineering the Future of Science in Texas:
Region 4 Science Conference
October 21, 2021
Join science educators for a science conference to explore best practices and effective tools to
design and redesign how we teach science in all settings (face-to-face, virtual, and hybrid).
Conference strands include leading science, embedding STEM practices, supporting diverse
learners, incorporating pedagogy, and teaching science content. Learn more and register here.
We will have five general strands:
•

Leading Science - This strand will be geared toward coaching, mentoring, leading PD, and
change management.

•

Embedding STEM Practices - This strand will focus on science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics. It will also address the new scientific and engineering practices being embedded
into our content TEKS. The Engineering Design Process and Project-based Learning belongs
here too.

•

Supporting Diverse Learners - This strand will focus on Universal Design for Learning and
providing equitable access to all students and sub-populations (GT, ELs, etc.).

•

Incorporating Pedagogy - This strand will include instructional strategies, digital tools/tech
integration, and accelerated instruction.

•

Teaching Science Content - This strand will include sessions on the TEKS revision, building
teacher background knowledge, and addressing misconceptions.
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Virtual Job Shadow, the career exploration and preparation platform, just made it
easier for teachers and students to engage with the platform. All you must do is
login (instructions attached), and an introductory pre-assigned lesson is waiting
for you. If you have questions or need help getting started, please contact
Marcus Compton mcompton@houstonisd.org. Happy career exploring!

View next page (pg.14) for the Virtual Job Shadow FlexLessons Menu.
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Career Exploration for Every Stage of Development
VirtualJobShadow.com empowers individuals to discover, plan and
pursue their dreams with our unique video-based career planning
platform. Our interactive tools help students and job seekers develop
career paths based on choice, not chance.

Engaging Videos That Bring Real -World Careers to Life
With over 1000 professionally produced job shadowing and career advice
videos, VirtualJobShadow.com delivers an interactive and engaging career
exploration experience that opens a new world of opportunity.

Innovative Tools & Resources for Career Readiness
VirtualJobShadow.com offers a robust career planning solution to equip
school districts, career centers, agencies and individuals wi th modern tools
and resources to discover diverse career paths for the 21st century .
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Welcome to the Youth Connections Community

The Youth Connections Community is an online learning destination for public workforce system staff
and partners who serve youth in the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth
Program. This community is for youth workforce practitioners, stakeholder partners, and others to
discuss and share promising practices, access technical assistance tools, and share your own
knowledge and expertise with your peers across the nation. Additionally, by participating in the Youth
Connections Community you will gain specific information on training opportunities for youth and
youth workforce professionals; toolkits and other resources to help you do your job better; and you’ll
easily stay on top of all announcements about upcoming youth related events.

→ 2021 Youth Resource Connections Newsletters
→ 2021 NAWDP Youth Development Symposium
→ Voices of Experience: Youth Work Experience
→ Work Experiences for Youth Videos
→ WIOA Youth Program Fact Sheet (2021)
→ WIOA Youth Program Eligibility
→ WIOA Youth Program Element Resources

Resources
Here you can browse for resources using the WorkforceGPS organizational structure by clicking through on
the links below. Terms with numbers show how many resources are tagged with that term. You can also
find resources by using the Search field, which allows you to broaden or narrow your search. To see the
entire WorkforceGPS organizational structure, click on the Content Map.
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ATTN: CTE ADMINISTRATORS & CTE TEACHERS
TEA is in the processes of recruiting for innovative course
committees. They are short for Radiation Therapy I and II.
Do you all know of any health science teachers that might be
interested in being a part of building these courses?
If so, please send their name, what they teach, and their email to
Jennifer.Bullock@TEA.Texas.gov
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Region 4 TEKS-Aligned Resources

Trust Region 4 Social Studies to provide the quality, teacher friendly resources needed to increase
student achievement. Visit us online for a full list of available resources.

* NEW * Warm Up to Social Studies, Part 2: Civil War through Contemporary Texas: TEKS-Aligned
Engagement Activities for Grade 7 offers student-centered engagement activities for immediate
student involvement and interaction with the content from the second half of seventh grade Texas
History.

Arranged in chronological order by historical eras, these TEKS-aligned activities are designed to
require 5 to 10 minutes of class time and are written with the cognitive rigor demanded by the State
of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®). Scientifically based research supports the
use of this form of frequent, conceptual exposure to enhance student understanding.
Order this resource here. Download sample pages here.

Classroom Circles: Maximizing Social Studies Instruction
November 3, 2021
This session will highlight how the circle process provides the optimal environment for academic
instruction. Learn more and register here

Additional Social Studies Workshops
Literacy Strategies in Social Studies
November 8, 2021 | 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Spiraling through Grade 8 Social Studies
November 9, 2021 | 8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
Social Studies Make and Take: Supporting Achievement in U.S. History
November 17, 2021 | 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
No More Worksheets: Building Skills in Social Studies
December 3, 2021 | 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
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Certiport's Digital Experience Design Bootcamp
Increase your confidence in teaching Adobe Creative Cloud, Autodesk
and Unity. Certiport’s Digital Experience Design Bootcamp is a 3-week
immersive course designed to support educators who teach Adobe
Creative Cloud, Autodesk, and Unity. The entire boot camp will be
conducted virtually to give you full control of hours and pace.
Date: Monday, 11/3 – Friday, 11/19
Time: flexible hours
Where: Virtual
Cost: $50
Registrations close Friday, October 29, 2021 at 10:59pm CST.
Click the button below to submit your application today. (Approx. time needed for application: 1-2 minutes)

Questions? Please contact Falakika Latu at Falakika.latu@pearson.com
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Free Adobe Resources for Educators

Reflections from Creative Industry Professionals
For our final webinar, we’re sitting down with professionals from various disciplines, including a creative
hiring manager, a graphic designer, a motion graphics designer, and web designer. Together we’ll discuss
their pathways to success, how they see their fields changing, and what they wish they would’ve known
before starting their careers.
Date: Wednesday, October 20, 2021
Time: 4:00 PM (CST)
Register here.

Adobe MAX
Adobe’s annual creativity conference is an experience like no other, and this year it’s FREE. Register for
MAX 2021 for an extraordinary virtual experience to find inspiration, connect with creatives from
around the world, and learn the best ways to bring your best ideas to life.
Dates: October 26-28, 2021
Register here.
Don’t worry if one of the dates or times listed won’t work with your schedule. Register for the webinar
and you’ll get first access to a recorded presentation to view on your own time. Plus, those who attend
Adobe Certified Professional Academy will have first dibs on registration for the Digital Experience
Design Bootcamp, a deep dive with trainers from Certiport to help you launch your certification
program.
Are you ready to learn?
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Skills like communication and teamwork were in-demand before the pandemic; in today’s post-COVID
world, these skills are even more desirable. Join us for a free presentation to review up-to-date
research on the importance of soft skills in any career and get simple ideas for incorporating soft skills
into any classroom.
Attendees will:
→
→
→
→

Explore the importance of soft skills in any career
Learn the top soft skills employees need to succeed in a post-pandemic workforce
Get ideas for incorporating soft skills practice into any class
Review Realityworks’ soft skills training tools, including online and paper-based programs

Presented by Emily Kuhn, Marketing Communications Specialist
October 20, 2021
11:00 AM- 11:30 AM (CST)

REGISTER TODAY
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Webinars
FREE Realityworks Webinars

We want your programs to succeed!
Whether you are a new or experienced user, you’ll find several webinars
that can help you learn about our products, programs and curricula.

On-Demand Webinars
To view an archived webinar, start by selecting the product category you are interested in:

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Infant simulators and models, pregnancy, culinary and more

AGRICULTURE
Animal and plant science

WELDING AND TRADE SKILLS
Welding and electrical wiring

HEALTH SCIENCE
Geriatrics, EMS and nursing skills

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND SOFT SKILLS
Employability, soft skills training and classroom ideas
_______________________________________________________________________

CLASSROOM IDEAS
PRODUCT SUPPORT
ACCESS FREE LESSON PLANS

