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Region 4 Distance Learning Event Schedule—January 2021 

 
 

Happy New Year! We hope that everyone was able to get some good rest and is 
rejuvenated for the new year! We are looking forward to the outstanding virtual 
learning opportunities we are presenting in January through our Getting Smart 
Virtually program.   
 
We would like to welcome two new content providers to our program! We have 
recently formed a partnership with the Texas Wildlife Association and the 
Galveston Bay Foundation, which are outstanding organizations that provide 
educational programs aligned to the TEKS and related to our local area and state. 
We hope that you are able to sign your students up for these engaging new 
programs!  
  
In January, students and teachers can learn how to prevent and report human 
trafficking, all about watersheds and water ecology by investigating freshwater 
sources and critters that depend on local aquatic ecosystems, why soil is so 
important to wildlife and people, coding skills in Scratch or Scratch Jr, and why it is 
important to test water quality in Galveston Bay. Check out these engaging 
programs below and sign up today! 
  
In addition to these virtual learning experiences, you will also find the upcoming 
list of virtual statewide professional development events broadcast by 
TETN. These events are open to districts and charter schools.  
  
Lastly, we wanted to remind you to keep checking for updates on your 
videoconferencing platforms. They are all releasing some exciting new features on 
a daily and weekly basis. Check out the new Zoom Updates, Microsoft Teams 
Updates, and Google Meets Updates. You will want to continue to update your 
videoconferencing applications to take advantage of these new features as they 
are being rolled out, so check for updates often. Region 4 uses Zoom for our 
videoconferencing events. Be sure to always Update your Zoom Client before 
joining in to our events!  

 

At Region 4, we continue to use secure videoconferencing platforms and 
settings to keep our audience members safe as they join into our live virtual 
learning events. Whether you and your students are learning in face-to-face 
environments or from home, both teachers and parents of students can sign the 
students up for these virtual events.  
  
 

 

 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA54mPUMwLAK2dpbIHN6Hf1VvVESQLbd0RJeC7RaNsGjnKmTqSkfWaIi4DxuLjNSyXFy20I1Y0xJiXS08LuuwD5WzKgOTsWZnOWZzvzGiDVT3pU83fXIPqNP2bhAZHUkIlp-Y99xvGVFbEYah9hxRwlHg5U193rW8581RUPhc1xItp23OgaDwDfM=&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA54mPUMwLAK2ADJl8kGeJYVa9xxGPGsuMzGPrWBSBcM_bgr0Oclm9awsc34MjdSfQtiBqKlxouiPaW7V4M2hfDG89a2ghLZM6IuPUiVyQ2ViEjOXSRj1scy1sU5LTEi1d6jUdNFlC5nuWN-XA9ctwWJ_tc-XgVhhwPzcl8E7GN8JDgRqwtDMKb_wBSzMzhdRRUKVhzM5T9RbLaY6A3w2_FI=&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA54mPUMwLAK2ADJl8kGeJYVa9xxGPGsuMzGPrWBSBcM_bgr0Oclm9awsc34MjdSfQtiBqKlxouiPaW7V4M2hfDG89a2ghLZM6IuPUiVyQ2ViEjOXSRj1scy1sU5LTEi1d6jUdNFlC5nuWN-XA9ctwWJ_tc-XgVhhwPzcl8E7GN8JDgRqwtDMKb_wBSzMzhdRRUKVhzM5T9RbLaY6A3w2_FI=&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA54mPUMwLAK2hXDpqSlkAjA6AaCreQSruUWfgfE66WLbuDGw8oRgpg6YWhB2-WZrn-abV7HgnpjL2P6xvmZeWbgWOf0ZfJOHDlXBC1OovucYZsmYF6Kmi1XwnROmURR-kZ3fT2e8YkhY&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA54mPUMwLAK2U2gud1p85kTZ6e-HQXPfFlXTCsolp8qbv7CmElIRcyfPkOKnmAsDDmiGS27028UDaz_mwuXXAUUPlUAaD0fgZia67EvHux3BjEmylO4sk2PBU4r0_9g83w==&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
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As always, be sure to visit our website, like our page on Facebook, and follow us 
on Twitter, to learn more about our distance learning programs and offerings. Share 
our newsletter with anyone who many benefit from our programs and invite them to 
click on the Subscribe to Our Newsletter button below to receive this great 
information!    
 
We would love to hear from you with any ideas or requests for additional distance 
learning events. Please feel free to drop us a line at vcsupport@esc4.net. Stay 
safe and well!   

 

Subscribe to Our Newsletter 

  

 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

  

 

Human Trafficking 

January 7, 2021 - Human Trafficking for Middle and High School Students 
Defines Human Trafficking and provides statistics and information on traffickers. 
Illuminates where trafficking happens, who engages in it, strategies used by 
predators and traffickers to lure students, who is most affected by trafficking, and 
most importantly prevention and how to properly report and end Human 
Trafficking. Learn more and register for this FREE session here. 
 
January 21, 2021 - Human Trafficking for Educators 
The average age of a human trafficking victim is between 13-15. This presentation 
clarifies human trafficking, exposes traffickers, discusses victimization, reviews 
warning signs and addresses prevention. A video is used depicting a student 
being lured by a trafficker to reinforce red flags and the grooming process. Learn 
more and register for this FREE session here.  

 

 

  

Dive Into Watersheds 

January 13 and 27, 2021 
Live from Lake Houston Wilderness Park, learn about watersheds and water 
ecology with Naturalist Lauren! In this program, students will learn about 
freshwater sources and critters that depend on this local aquatic ecosystem. 
Participants will explore Peach Creek and Lake Dabney located around the park 
and investigate collected water samples. Wet and wild featured guests will be 
highlighted and will vary based on what naturalists catch that morning. Learn more 
and register for this FREE session here.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Kl-7J6O6tcZ0RR_aUVCcZMAQInsZpZPgEzX7I46Z65k2TINGGaPq13-I-MFZoNMqy_0IeA2jPXtxhWozNdGy21IvoVkWIhMgpuvgNiKSRES-pEccH7umVWoE5iYN9byLLaeuEgXNFf0CQb17375Z0f4LH0Mul_cgxlxyh_FJS7BwX0wM9R0GBO_dVUhZOi_hHaR2N4tk817tis7nYyRbrumaUI6lp4_V&c=4Flba-x14UQ8OkFSj8sBdEZWypcySE61Zoey-eMuYbME-dgFD37ibQ==&ch=cDqSloAY6WkkTNZ30ulFE9_G6_YmGMr5c3y8WzpFnwIIglJK2C0FBA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nAw6PxqcoMAGp9QT6No8wWGpyoqiNI5fznZxmPnP_HkOzG21cNoWB7Jtc9rI2moWY_G1zuoV9eJFtxV8IOX2OV6NJJB29-kT--2VJDesLbIPF&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA75_ghuoHZk5KJx5C7YJK7Xj7Q_1aYN_URQH30k0b7GFOxKGx9TNWOBXnPJkzpixoyy9tkaKlUhUnaONSkohGiGrkoyX9Ii9kQ==&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA0Ib4UF17Uz_FKY7YhVnva3KsxwhhQRhadR2Ygq_FSAhONMaBjNJcNUSRWOBrHBC97a4aX7ShUUYE-RmqbDrGH5oJT-clwVYGrAghsRAwf17PMnGAGAspTD62eDbdWUIx2gbeAn4lEbnsbvYCJfCHJG-X4JhvjSxfzj6skyk13AN1vdydTQJj7j587gZp0ROlYLwYrzXdTR2fAM-5e-epcGx2F6ZpeXmOTgGmyEif2W6xg9__jRKVMSzfIgQbpEoe2VmUFMxQwlAUXQoE89pOAx718vRaCfhASOEjjUwO_YqQtc6ja4r8PARKJK7hhklECbF81HRFWrwNLDpXIz49KNln5L4OJ_7bNOzPM930Blp4tIrG6TqXHFgfKBgKtwl-wE7_L9cT7KvBldy7cW9TfAsq0dMs13WJawA0gj6dmtkYklP6M9M_qk5QCRwRqiI1yTx41nlbQGtyAnUuMU9gwgwVxHdvJBfZihNX_h5e-6tQDMTTDUZzDVP8kFfipWhWEuLJw2kutUDo-IfAIHW5-lr4bTCkbX0uQ31i-M9L_QxDUpwZ4tUDUu7thWmpJJ6mJTPcEGd9q8C00DgtHKZ5Hg1KL9jk9u0yqPE8OPaYdFWxkbKkAS7hOhNjuNv_GnTioJRt5tBy9GlxjMMwRv275klkl5-meXOaDKn_-0L1tfs8iWz6GNnPKA=&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
mailto:vcsupport@esc4.net
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nFhJuJKaJJ1J51NQKWDCCXs_jrP_eWOffvTqi8afXzEBL21L-f0nA0Ib4UF17Uz_d8tfE3tATLeJWizWPc2benuwP0g8yI1vznq-Yi1OlDUAyhgKDajXp29VgmtUItWCsO6wBvNppUhePpa8bhcHWSj297lKWzbzIm2Tt8i3J9L2RIhUVrPdA1bWrInlWnNaAxXbWbSJAx_ZwUXEeE3oKuf4jNBlwwF46Dhj-9kA1UxXa_slh_7q7quV7Dvn2ykG3oWukEin6skw9zJk54KVndW4cH_67x5ug75yjhJfH41NF6NiemDLB1yu_wuBLmG2&c=ega-SPdq8PUlmCiPmHqIwsJv0U6yaDOpF-QPNokkM6w4BmNdVRIL9Q==&ch=OqNTRnxjPmH2BVtORgmmlHW1ac5yX8y0wQJnFNIpFbaTUjxXuQk_2Q==
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Stewarding Soil 
January 20, 2021 
Stewarding Soil is a series of hands-on activities that allows students to dig in 
and investigate! Students will learn how soil is formed; the characteristics of 
sand, silt, and clay; how soil health affects living and nonliving things; and what 
products come from soil. Throughout the program, students will gain a better 
understanding of why soil is so important to wildlife and people and how they can 
be stewards of this natural resource. Learn more and register for this FREE 
session here. 

 

Scratch Jr: Kindergarten - Grade 2 

January 21, 2021 
ScratchJr is a free app that teaches K-2 grade block-based coding. By creating 
algorithms, students can make characters move, jump, dance, and sing. Students 
will learn how to problem solve, design projects, and express themselves 
creatively. They will also use math and language in a meaningful and engaging 
way which supports the development of early childhood numeracy and literacy. 
Have your students come code to learn instead of learning to code. Please have 
all students and participants download the Scratch Jr app to their device. Learn 
more and register for this FREE session here.  
 

Scratch: Grades 3 and Up 

January 21, 2021 
Scratch is a free web-based block-based coding platform for grades 3 and up. 
Students will use Scratch to code their own interactive stories, animations, and 
games while they learn to think creatively, think logically, develop persistence/grit 
and work collaboratively. Educators are integrating Scratch across many different 
subject areas and age groups. Please have all students and participants create an 
account on the Scratch website prior to attending. Teachers can also create 
teacher accounts and add students under their teacher account. For more 
information on teacher accounts, please visit the Scratch for Educators page and 
scroll down to find directions on how to create teacher accounts in Scratch. Learn 
more and register for this FREE session here. 

 

Galveston Bay STEM Careers: Water Quality Monitoring 

January 22, 2021 
What types of careers get you outside, let you play with cool equipment, and help 
people and the environment at the same time? Join Galveston Bay Foundation’s 
Water Quality Programs Coordinator, Nick Ellis, to go behind the scenes in his 
laboratory, learn why it is important to test water quality in Galveston Bay, hear 
more about the foundation’s Volunteer Water Monitoring Program, and more! Nick 
will present for 15 minutes and we will have Q&A for 15 minutes. Come prepared 
to ask him questions about his job and how he came to join GBF! Learn more and 
register for this FREE session here.   
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

Region 4 partners with the Texas Education Communications Network (TETN) to 
provide districts and charter schools with professional development opportunities 
offered throughout the state of Texas. View the list of upcoming TETN events that 
are open to districts and charter schools.  

 

ELL Special Populations Bilingual ESL Title III (Online) 
January 15, 2021 
Attend this TETN session to receive information regarding changes and updates 
in Bilingual/ESL and Title III programs. Registration is open to members appointed 
by Region 4 area district superintendents. Learn more and register here. 

 

 

  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

  

  

 

 

The Presidential Primary Sources Project (PPSP) kicks off in January. Enrich 
curriculums by exposing students to the expertise of Presidential Historians and 
National Park Service Rangers as they analyze our nation's presidents and 
legacies through this free, live, interactive web series, which runs from January-
March of 2021.  Learn more and register here.  

 

 

Children's Museum Houston is offering free 3D Virtual Field Trips. Two exhibits 
are ready for class visits, with more to come in the New Year. Learn more on how to 
access this virtual field trips here.  

 

 

 

Muses3 is offering a variety of resources for students and teachers this month. Take a 
look at their free January book recommendations tied to daily events in history and 
download free activity packs for The Brothers Grimm and Martin Luther King Jr.     
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