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Agenda

• Parent Aspirations Poll

• College & Career Planning in HISD

• PSAT/SAT

• School Choice-Magnet

• How to Build a High School Personal Graduation Plan

• GPA/Rank/Assured Admissions

• How Students can earn FREE college credit in high 

school

• Enrichment Programs: Discover U/ EMERGE
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Raise Your Hand if…

• You want to know more about getting your 

child into a specific high school

• You want to know more about how your child 

can get college credit in high school

• You want to know how to plan for your 

child’s academic future

• You are interested in summer and 

enrichment opportunities to prepare your 

child for the future
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Middle School 

Basics
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How do I ensure my child has the most successful transition from 

middle school to high school?
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College & Career Planning in HISD
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Get to Know
the PSATTM 8/9

• The PSAT 8/9 is highly relevant to your future success because

it focuses on the skills and knowledge at the heart of education.

It measures:

• What you learn in high school

• What you need to succeed in college

• The PSAT 8/9 measures reading, writing and language, and math skills 

developed over many years, both in and out of school. 

• The PSAT 8/9 does not ask you to recall facts from literature, history, or 

science, or to complete math formulas, because it measures your 

reasoning and critical thinking skills.

• You don’t have to discover secret tricks or cram the night before.

• There is no penalty for guessing on the PSAT 8/9.

• The assessment is 2 hours, 25 minutes.
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Benefits of
Taking the
PSATTM 8/9

• Get a baseline of your college readiness.

• Prepare for the PSAT/NMSQT® and SAT®.

• Get free, personalized, and focused practice through

Khan Academy®.

• Start getting ready for college with college and career 

planning tools.

• See which AP® courses for which you might be ready.
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Official SAT®

Practice with 
Khan Academy®—
It’s FREE!
• Go to satpractice.org and create a 

free account.

• Get personalized recommendations. 

Link your Khan Academy account to 

your College Board account  to import 

past SAT Suite results, or take 

diagnostic quizzes to get personalized 

recommendations.

• Create a study plan. Select a test date 

and set up a practice schedule.

http://satpractice.org/
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School Choice
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Research & Apply - Do You Qualify?
http://www.houstonisd.org/SchoolChoice

Go to this site and input 

your grades and test 

scores, to calculate your 

magnet score

Applications open 

September 2019!
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Do You Qualify? 
District Matrix is based on your 7th grade core grade point average and 

7th grade STAAR Math and STAAR Reading Grades
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SCHOOL CHOICE FAIRS

At Houston ISD’s Saturday School Choice Fairs, all Magnet 

programs are represented. In addition, numerous non-Magnet 

schools with space available for transfers are present.

Typically, four dates are selected, and these fairs are held from 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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SCHOOL CHOICE THURSDAYS

School Choice Thursdays
Every Thursday from October through December (except for 

Thanksgiving), schools will be open for tours. You do not need 

to sign up, just show up.

Elementary and K-8 Schools

9:00 a.m.

School-aged students should not be brought to morning visits. 

Elementary and K-8 schools will provide additional 1:00 p.m. 

visits, at which students are welcome from October through 

November.

Middle (excludes K-8) and High Schools

1:00 p.m. 
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Building a HS 

Plan
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Creating a High School PGP
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What is a Personal Graduation Plan (PGP)?

16



COLLEGE-READY

LEARNER

CRITICAL

THINKER

ADAPTABLE &

PRODUCTIVE

LEADER RESPONSIBLE

DECISION MAKER

SKILLED

COMMUNICATOR
HISD

Naviance
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IMPORTANCE OF THE PERSONAL GRADUATION PLAN
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Middle School 

Requirement

How can 

we find 

out? 

Naviance:

7th grade: 

Cluster 

Finder

8th grade: 

Career 

Key
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Succeeding in 

High School
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EARN COLLEGE CREDIT FOR FREE IN HIGH SCHOOL
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Mini-Lesson #1: GPAs
What’s the difference between a weighted vs. unweighted GPA?

Weighted Unweighted

On a 5.0 Scale (highest GPA is a 5.0)

AP/IB, PreAP/PreIB, Honors Classes are 

“weighted”:

A (90-100) = 5.0

B (80-89) = 4.0

C (75-79) = 3.0

D (70-74) = 2.0

F (<70) = 0.0

All other classes follow unweighted GPA rules.

On a 4.0 Scale (highest GPA is a 4.0)

All classes are calculated the same:

A (90-100) = 4.0

B (80-89) = 3.0

C (75-79) = 2.0

D (70-74) = 1.0

F (<70) = 0.0

UNDERSTANDING GPA
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Weighted GPA Calculations

Weighted

On a 5.0 Scale (highest GPA is a 5.0)

AP/IB, PreAP/PreIB, Honors Classes are 

“weighted”:

A (90-100) = 5.0

B (80-89) = 4.0

C (75-79) = 3.0

D (70-74) = 2.0

F (<70) = 0.0

All other classes follow unweighted GPA 

rules.

Class Grade Points
PreAP Biology 92 ______

Regular History 88 ______

AP Spanish 85 ______

PreAP Geometry 95 ______

PreAP English 82 ______

__________________________

Grade Point Average: ______

Mini-Lesson #1: GPAs

UNDERSTANDING GPA ACTIVITY
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ASSURED ADMISSIONS
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HISD ENRICHMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES
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DiscoverU
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Fantastic Learning Opportunities

www.studentflos.com
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What are Fantastic Learning Opportunities? (FLOs)

Que son Oportunidades de Aprendizaje Fantásticas? 

(FLOs)

FLOs are:

• External
• Self-initiated
• College and 

Career 
Preparation

FLOs son:

• Al exterior
• Por iniciativa 

propia
• Preparación 

para Carrera y 
universidad 



COLLEGE-READY

LEARNER

CRITICAL

THINKER

ADAPTABLE &

PRODUCTIVE

LEADER RESPONSIBLE

DECISION MAKER

SKILLED

COMMUNICATOR
HISD

Examples of Middle School FLOs

Ejemplos de FLOs de Middle School

• CompuCamp at UHD

• Summer Science Camp at UH

• Saturday Morning Science at 
Baylor College of Medicine

• Cougar Junior Scholars at UH

• Cutting Edge to Medical 
Techniques at MD Anderson

• Sea Camp at Texas A&M 
Galveston

• Weather Camp at Penn State
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EMERGE-HISD
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EMERGE-HISD empowers and prepares high-performing 
students from underserved communities to attend and 

graduate from selective colleges and universities across the 
nation that will offer them the least financial burden and the 

greatest support. 

EMERGE-HISD
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SELECTIVE COLLEGES

• High Graduation Rates.
• Academic Support Services. 
• Generous Need-Based Financial Aid.
• Schools that are generally in the 

top 100*

Selective Colleges are Characterized By…
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Summer 

College 

Tours

Selective College Acceptance and Graduation 

Exposure to 
college and 
leadership 

opportunities

SAT 
Prep

1:1 
Coaching

After 
School 
Sessions

EMERGE’S APPROACH
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Blue is where 

students are 

currently 

attending 

college. 

WHERE EMERGE SCHOLARS ARE
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UPCOMING CCR DATES

34

• __________ - 10/2019   - PSAT

• __________ - College Tour 

• __________ - College & Career Day

Some dates are subject to change

make informed decisions as they navigate their secondary and post-

secondary education and career pathways.
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Q & A
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