POMS Summer Reading List
This summer, 6th and 7th grade students are directed to read the assigned novel for
their incoming grade level. 8th grade students will have a choice of 3 novels.
Students will participate in a grade-wide book club during the first week of school to
discuss the selections.

The Outsiders by S.

Scar Island by Dan

E. Hinton

Gemeinhart

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is
Jonathan Grisby is the newest arrival at the

pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He
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knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry

Boys -- an ancient, crumbling fortress of gray

and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count

stone rising up from the ocean. It is dark,

on his friends—true friends who would do

damp, and dismal. And it is just the place

anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. But

Jonathan figures he deserves.Because

not on much else besides trouble with the Socs,

Jonathan has done something terrible. And

a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good

he's willing to accept whatever punishment he

time is beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At

has coming.

least he knows what to expect—until the night
someone takes things too far.

Code of Honor by
Alan Gratz
Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of
the football team, dates the most
popular girl in school, and can't wait to
enlist in the Army like his big brother,
Darius. Although Kamran's family hails
from Iran, Kamran has always felt 100%
American. Accepted.And then
everything implodes.

The Only Road by

Ninth Ward by Jewell

Alexandra Diaz

Parker Rhodes
Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit

Everyone in Jaime’s small town in Guatemala
knows someone who has been killed by the
Alphas, a powerful gang that’s known for
violence and drug trafficking. Anyone who
refuses to work for them is hurt or killed—like
Miguel. With Miguel gone, Jaime fears that he

community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She doesn't
have a fancy house like her uptown family or lots of
friends like the other kids on her street. But what she
does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving
caretaker, wise in the ways of the world and able to
predict the future. So when Mama Ya-Ya's visions

is next. There’s only one choice: accompanied

show a powerful hurricane--Katrina--fast

by his cousin Ángela, Jaime must flee his

approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the

home to live with his older brother in New

hope and strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to

Mexico.

help them both survive the storm.

