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Greetings, I am Dr. Jamie Dooley-Renfro, a proud product of the Houston Independent School 

District. I received my BS degree in Chemistry from Prairie View A & M University, Magna Cum 

Laude.   After graduation I spent one year at Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa., in which 

Ienrolled into twelve hours of Post Baccalaureate studies. I returned to Houston as the First 

African American Analytical Chemist at the Bellaire Research Laboratory. Five years passed and 

I began my journey as a Chemistry Teacher at Jones High School, Vanguard Program. At the 

beginning of my eighteen years at Jones, I created my class motto; Science Is “ So Fine” and 

numerous original mnemonic devices that are currently used in my teaching pedagogy. While 

teaching at Jones I enrolled in Texas Southern University’s Environmental Toxicology Ph.D. 

Program (Summa Cum Laude).    My tenure at Jones ended with a leave of absence from HISD; I 

Spent three years at Texas Southern completing the research phase of my degree which 

included synthesizing an anti-cancer drug and administering it to breast cancer cells.            

 

I have been in the educational field for thirty-one years, ten of those years have been at James 

Madison High School.  The 2021-22 school year will be challenging and lots of hard work for my 

students and myself.  I have been given the honor to teach General Chemistry, Pre-Ap 

Chemistry and AP Chemistry.  My greatest joy is my love for Chemistry and my God-given talent 

to teach this subject and explain it in a manner that it is easily understood by all.   

 

Throughout my journey as a scientist my goal has been to motivate my students to seek science 

as a career choice. I have confidence in myself, my knowledge in Chemistry, experiences in 

teaching and research, experimental applications, and most of all my positive personality that is 

contagious to my students and colleagues!  In summary, my classes are real, fun and every 

person knows and feels loved, special and eager to explore the world of Chemistry.  Laboratory 

experimentation is the best part because we are fortunate at Madison to have a lot of 

equipment and our lab groups remain small. If you have any specific questions, please feel free 

to email me at jdooleyr@houstonisd.org.   
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