
AP BIOLOGY SYLLABUS 

Michael E. DeBakey High School for Health Professions 

 

Instructor: Chris Saikin, M.Ed.    Room: Classroom 116/Lab 115 

Contact Email: csaikin@houstonisd.org   Contact Phone: (713) 741-2410 

Course Website: Houston ISD “The HUB”   E-Mail: csaikin@houstonisd.org 

 

Text: Campbell N. and Reece J., Biology, Benjamin Cummings, 10th edition 

Online Text: Campbell 10 ed. AP Edition High School.          Access Code Will Be Provided 

 

Course Overview (College Board) 

The AP Biology course is designed to enable you to develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, 

such as designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and 

connecting concepts in and across domains. The result will be readiness for the study of advanced 

topics in subsequent college courses—a goal of every AP course.  This AP Biology course is 

equivalent to a two-semester college introductory biology course and has been endorsed 

enthusiastically by higher education officials.  

A practice is a way to coordinate knowledge and skills in order to accomplish a goal or task. 

The science practices enable you to establish lines of evidence and use them to develop and refine 

testable explanations and predictions of natural phenomena. Because content, inquiry, and reasoning 

are equally important in AP Biology, each learning objective combines content with inquiry and 

reasoning skills described in the science practices. The science practices capture important aspects of 

the work that scientists engage in, at the level of competence expected of you, an AP Biology 

student.  

The key concepts and related content that define the revised AP Biology course and exam are 

organized around a few underlying principles called the big ideas, which encompass the core 

scientific principles, theories and processes governing living organisms and biological systems.  

 

Big Idea 1: Evolution 

The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.  

 

Big Idea 2: Cellular Processes: Energy and Communication 
Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to 

maintain dynamic homeostasis.  

 

Big Idea 3: Genetics and Information Transfer 
Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes.  

 

Big Idea 4: Interactions 
Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.  

 

 

Policies and Procedures 
 

Grading Policy for AP Science Students: 
Tests / Projects   60% 

Labs / Quizzes   30% 

Daily work / homework 10% 
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Each cycle will have a cycle exam covering the material covered in that cycle and previous cycles.  

This exam will be worth a 20% of the overall cycle grade.  The remaining tests and projects will be 

scaled to make up the remaining 40% of the cycle grade. 

Please do not request extra credit assignments because none will be available.  Grades are based on 

academic performance using carefully considered grading rubrics and criteria. 

 

Course Structure 

 

Composition Book: 

All class work including reading guides and labs will be completed in a composition book.  Every 

student is expected to bring this book to class every day. 

 

Laptops: 

AP Biology requires frequent access to online materials and the use of digital resources.  Every 

student is expected to bring their PowerUp laptop to school every day. 

 

Homework: 

AP Biology requires a substantial amount of reading to remain prepared and on track for the AP 

Exam in May.  Reading assignments will be made every night and can be found easily on the course 

sequence.  Notes should be taken while reading for use during in class discussion.  Reading guides 

will also be assigned and should be completed and turned in when due.  Most homework will be 

graded as “completion” only.  Late homework will be accepted for a maximum grade of “70.” 

Homework will not be accepted more than one class period late.   

 

Quizzes:  

AP Biology quizzes are unannounced and will typically follow reading assignments.  Lecture over 

covered topics may not come until after the quiz.  Quizzes are used to assess student understanding 

after completing assigned readings and will be used to guide discussion. 

  

Laboratory: 
The AP Biology curriculum has been completed redesigned to focus even more heavily on 

independent laboratory investigations.  Students will spend greater than 40% of classroom time in the 

lab working on their experiments.  Lab exercises will typically require a pre-lab assignment that must 

be completed before beginning the lab.  Failure to complete these pre-lab activities may prevent 

participation in the lab. Students will be required to maintain a research journal in which all 

procedures, observations and data will be kept.  At the conclusion of a lab, students will be required 

to answer lab questions and may also be required to create a formal lab write-up.  Labs are suggested 

by the college board and will be included on the AP exam.  Failure to follow lab safety procedures 

will lead to removal from the lab and a “0” on that lab activity. 

 

Tests: 

Tests are modeled after the actual AP exam in all ways possible including the inclusion of free 

response and multiple choice sections.  Actual AP free response questions from past tests (courtesy 

of www.collegeboard.com) are given and are graded with the actual College Board rubrics.  Released 

multiple choice in conjunction with equally rigorous multiple choice questions are complied to create 

the multiple choice section of the test.   The tests also cover lab exercises as does the real AP exam.  

This mirrors the actual test as closely as possible in that students are required to answer appropriately 

rigorously and comprehensive questions at the same rate as the actual exam. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/


Projects: 

Projects will be assigned approximately one per cycle (3 per semester).  These projects may include 

presentation of the project to the class as part of the grade.  A project grade is a major grade and is 

equivalent to a test grade.  Most project work will be done outside of the class period.  Projects may 

be submitted at any point during the submission window.  Projects may not be turned in after the 

submission window has closed. 

 

Absences: 

If you are absent for any reason, you will have three days to make up the work at which time it will 

become a zero if not turned in.  Missed labs will require makeup during tutorial time.  Makeup tests 

will be arranged with the instructor.  Projects cannot be turned in late.  Due to frequent dishonestly, 

projects must be turned in during the submission window.   

 

Retakes: 

If the student fails a test or project, then the student has an opportunity to retake a similar assessment 

covering the same topics or redo the project.  If a student requests a retake, they will be assigned a 

day to complete the retake.  All retakes will take place outside of regular class time.  Students who 

wish to complete a retake must attend one tutorial session before the retake to get assistance on the 

material covered.  Once complete, the student’s retake / redo grade will be averaged with the original 

grade for a final assessment / assignment grade of no higher than “70%”.   

There are no retakes for end of cycle exams. 
 

Late Work: 

Homework and other assignments may be turned in ONE class day late at the beginning of the 

period.  Late work will receive a maximum score of 70%.  No late work will be accepted beyond that 

time and the assignment will be marked as a zero.  Late projects are not accepted. 

 
Beginning of Class: 
If you are not seated in your assigned seat and beginning the ‘bell ringer’ when the bell rings, you are 

subject to receive a tardy.  If you are late, you must report to the office, and may only return with an 

excuse slip.  You will need to first take out your homework and supplies, then write out the warm-up, 

and formulate answers to the related questions during the first 10 minutes of class.  During this time, 

I will take attendance, check off homework and/or collect any assignments.  If you fail to have your 

homework out when I come by you will have to turn it in the next day for a late grade.  

 

Leaving the Classroom: 

You are allowed to leave the classroom with my permission, but not during a quiz or a test.  If you 

need to leave, fill in the hall pass sign-out by the door with your full name, destination, and departure 

time.  Upon your return, enter the time in and sit down quietly.  Only one student will be allowed to 

leave the room at one time.  If the student is gone for an excessive amount of time or fails to sign out, 

they will lose the hall pass privilege for the remainder of the semester.  This policy may change 

depending on classroom behavior and abuse of the privilege.  Please take care of any personal needs 

during the passing period. 

 

Supplies: 

2 - 9.75 X 7.5 composition books with 100 Sheets and 200 Pages  

Pencil   Red, Blue, Black Pens  Highlighter    Misc. Supplies for class projects  

 



     

Academic Dishonesty: 
Academic dishonesty takes many forms and can sometimes be confusing for students and parents.  

Some forms of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to: Plagiarism, falsification of data, 

providing false information to an instructor including excuses for late work or falsely claiming to 

have submitted work, any form of cheating in which a student has an unfair advantage on an 

assessment by using notes or other materials not allowed by the instructor, providing unauthorized 

assistance or information to others on homework, projects, tests, quizzes, etc., intentionally 

preventing other students from completing their work, impersonating another student to give them 

unauthorized assistance.  This is not a comprehensive list and teacher and administrator discretion 

will ultimately decide whether a student has committed an offense.  There are many reasons student 

choose to engage in academic dishonesty.  When students have an unfair advantage over other 

students, this presents a situation in which students who are doing everything right are punished for 

not cheating when they receive lower scores than those who did cheat.  The instructor will constantly 

try to prevent academic dishonesty so that all students have the opportunity to excel academically 

and for the instructor to know where additional assistance is needed. 

 Turnitin.com is a website that checks student work for plagiarism and other forms of 

academic dishonesty.  It is not a site trying to punish students but rather, encourage original work and 

prevent accidental and unintended plagiarism.  Many assignments will be submitted through 

turnitin.com. 

Academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration and action will be taken 

according to the school’s policy. 

 

Class rules: 

1. Be in your assigned seat when the tardy bell rings (working on warm-up).  Failure to do so can 

result in a tardy.   

2. Bring all materials daily. (No excuses) 

3. Be courteous and respectful to others in ALL situations.   

4. Be productive and participate in class.  Participation during lectures, labs, and projects (as well as 

your attitude) at all times in the classroom play a large role in your grade.  

5. Follow the teacher’s directions the FIRST time they are given.  This is extremely important at all 

times to ensure the most effective and efficient learning possible, and is especially important 

during laboratory exercises to ensure safety for all persons.   
6. Cell Phones are not to be used during class time.  Taking pictures, video recordings, and audio 

recordings is prohibited.   Phones will be collected and turned in if seen. 

 

“The HUB” 

While in this class, you may have the opportunity to share and discuss topics online.  In doing so, 

you agree to follow the terms and conditions established by Houston ISD in regards to appropriate 

topics, language, cyber-bulling, and use.   

 

Tutoring and Conferences: 

I am available for classroom tutoring either during scheduled tutorials, or by appointment.  To 

request tutoring, please see me to make arrangements for a convenient time to meet.  If at any time 

you or your parent would like to discuss your progress, please request an individual conference with 

me by phone (713-741-2410) or E-mail (csaikin@houstonisd.org) at least one day in advance. 

Students failing the class are responsible for attending tutorials.  
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