
 
 

Houston Endowment Gives $6 
Million for Apollo 20 

 

June 2, 2011 –Houston Endowment has pledged $6 million to the Houston 
Independent School District’s innovative program to turn around 20 schools in 
need of transformation. 
          Houston Endowment’s three-year grant to the HISD Foundation in support 
of Apollo 20 doubles the amount of private support previously committed to the 
program, bringing the total to $12 million. 
          Paula Harris, president of the HISD Board of Education, thanked Houston 
Endowment for investing in the city’s future. 
          “For decades, Houston children have benefitted from Houston Endowment’s 
broad commitment to improve life for the people of greater Houston. In the coming 
days, 322 new Jones Scholars will graduate high school ready to tackle college 
thanks to the Endowment’s long-standing commitment to this scholarship program 
that has provided more that $87 million in scholarship support to over 10,500 local 
students since 1958.” Harris said. “Today’s gift benefitting Apollo 20 further 
demonstrates Houston Endowment’s commitment to ensuring that Houston’s most 
needy children are given a fair shot at becoming great contributors to our city.” 
          Houston Endowment President Larry R. Faulkner said Apollo 20 holds 
promise for all school systems that are looking for a school turnaround approach to 
emulate. 
          “Education leaders throughout America are desperate for a practical, 
research-based plan with a genuine chance to lead our most troubled schools to 
excellence,” said Faulkner, the former president of the University of Texas at 
Austin. “Houston Endowment is betting on HISD and Superintendent Terry Grier. 
Apollo 20 gives us hope that a solution to this long-unsolved problem may be in 
sight.” 
          Apollo 20 began with five middle schools (Key, Dowling, Attucks, Ryan, 
and Fondren), and four high schools (Jones, Kashmere, Lee, and Sharpstown) 



during the 2010-2011 school year. Developed in partnership with renowned 
economist Dr. Roland Fryer and Harvard EdLabs, Apollo 20 relies on concepts 
that have proven effective in the nation’s top-performing charter schools: 
 
·  Effective principal and teachers in every school 
· More instructional time  
· Use of data-driven instruction  
· High-dosage tutoring  
· Culture of high expectations for all  
           

Although Apollo 20 is a three-year program, students showed signs of strong 
academic growth after one year, particularly in math. Sixth- and ninth-grade 
Apollo 20 students received daily tutoring from Math Fellows. 

The numbers show that their work paid off. 
            Sixth-grade students who were enrolled at Apollo 20 schools for the entire 
school year posted an 85 percent passing rate on the TAKS math exam, 22 points 
higher than sixth graders at those schools in 2010. Their “commended” rate is now 
30 percent, an 18-point jump from last year. 
            Apollo 20 ninth graders enrolled the entire school year also made great 
strides with the help of the math fellows. These freshmen produced a 72 percent 
passing rate in math, which is 16 points better than last year’s freshman class. 
Their “commended” rate is now 20 percent, an 8-point increase from 2010. 
            Apollo 20 students who did not receive math tutoring received “double-
dose” class time in either math or reading if they entered the school year below 
grade level in either subject.  

Among those Apollo 20 students who have been enrolled in HISD for at 
least two years, the impact of an extra period of math instruction was significant. 
That group of middle school students improved their math TAKS passing rates by 
17 percentage points and their “commended” rates by 2 percentage points. 

The math performance improvement was also great among Apollo 20 high 
school students who received extra math class time and have been enrolled in 
HISD for at least two years. For these students the passing rate improved 21 
percentage points and the “commended” rate grew by 3 percentage points. 

Apollo 20 students also showed significant progress in science and social 
studies. 

Apollo 20 will expand into 11 elementary schools for the 2011-2012 school 
year, employing the same strategies used in the secondary level, except for the 
longer school year and school day. Those schools are Blackshear, Davila, Frost, 
Highland Heights, Isaacs, Kelso, Robinson, Scarborough, Tinsley, Walnut 
Bend, and Young. 



“I want to thank Houston Endowment for their leadership gift and 
investment in this nationally important project,” said James Calaway, chairman of 
the HISD Foundation Board of Directors and chair of the Apollo Fund Oversight 
Committee. 

The Houston Endowment was one of the first financial backers of Apollo 20, 
donating $250,000 last summer to launch the Math Fellows tutoring program. 
HISD is now hiring tutors for the 2011-2012 school year. 

The program is similar to Teach For America in that HISD is seeking 
outstanding college graduates who have a passion for helping the neediest children 
succeed and thrive. The program is different in that the Fellows commit for only 
one year, not two, and work with a few students at a time in intensive tutoring 
sessions rather than teaching an entire classroom. 
          To become an Apollo 20 Math Fellow, candidates must have at least a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university, possess strong math 
skills and make a commitment of ten months, beginning in August. 

For more information visit http://apollo20fellows.org/.  
 
 
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools 
and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 
employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org. 

 
 
 


