
Girls are maturing faster than boys 

The American Chemical Society, January 2009 

“Commonly used food additives are estrogenic has led scientists to suspect 

that other ingredients added to the food supply may be capable of altering 

hormones.” 

Dr. Mercola from Midwestern University, March 2009 

“Xenoestrogens are synthetic chemicals that mimic natural estrogens, and 

have been linked to a wide range of human health effects; such as early 

puberty (or Precocious puberty)” 

 

National Center for Biotechnology Information in June, 2007 

“Precocious puberty currently affects American children and is 10 times 

more common in girls. Statistics indicate that girls in the United States are 

maturing at an earlier age than they did 30 years ago and the number of girls 

with diagnosed precocious is on the rise.” 

 

 

Therefor, We AFFIRM 

 

Resolved: Single-gender classrooms would improve the quality of education 

in American public schools. 

 

School has two primary purposes to promote education and 

socialization; the resolution however has the debate centered on the 

educational benefits. 

Education and Socialization are both defined by the Oxford Dictionary 

 

Education: gaining information about or training in a particular field or 

subject 

 

Socialization: the process by which somebody learns to behave in a way that 

is acceptable in their society 

  

 

1) Single Gender Classes cut distractions 

Ronald Huffman with Northern Michigan University writes in October 

2012 

 



“By separating boys and girls in the educational environment, single-sex 

classes eliminate social distractions that take away from the learning 

environment. Without the distractions of youth cultural pressures and 

stereotypes, single-sex classes place a higher academic focus on the teaching 

and learning in the classroom. 

 

 

2) Single Gender Classes lower the overall amount of Special Education 

referrals 

Journal of Instructional Psychology, November 2011 

 

Special Education referral data reported by South Carolina shows that 

single-gender classes in fourth and fifth grades reveal dramatic differences 

in the referral rates of boys in the single-gender classes versus those in 

coeducational classes. Also, when the referral rates of the all-girl and all-boy 

classes are combined, the referrals are still well below the referral rates of 

coeducational classes.  

Results suggest that behavior is improved in single-gender classrooms. Also, 

the Rosenthal effect shows a lower number of referrals to special education. 

The Rosenthal effect, or Pygmalion effect, refers to situations in which 

students perform better than other students simply because they expect to do 

so. A classroom that is deemed as positive by students, parents, and teachers 

may succeed because they expect it to succeed. 

 

 

3) Single Gender Classrooms Increase Funding for Schools 

 

Savahna Reuben with Trinity College writes in May 2012: 

“The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, allows local School Districts to use 

Innovative Programs funds to support same-gender schools and 

classrooms” 

 

Reuben furthers, 

“This legislature made it legal for public and private funds to go directly to 

the establishment of single-gendered classrooms and schools.” . . . 

“In the 2004-2005 school year, Connecticut public schools had enough 

funding to budget an average of $10,835 per student. During the 2006-2007 

school year, Connecticut spent $12, 365. With the introduction of singled 

gender classes, these budget increases ensued, with $1,530 more funding per 

student.”  



 

The cost associated with single gender schooling is offset by the amount 

of increased private and public funding. And, with increased funding- it 

allows school districts to train teachers. 

 

Dr. Margaret Ferrara et al., in November 2011 

 

“With proper training in how best to take advantage of the single-gender 

format, good outcomes are more likely . . . Single-sex classrooms CAN 

break down gender stereotypes, particularly when teachers have appropriate 

professional development. 

 

Also, this increased funding leads to better educational outcomes: 

Ph.D. Bruce Baker with Rutgers University writes in 2011 

 

Higher per-pupil spending is greatly associated with improved student 

outcomes. Money matters. Schooling resources that cost money, including 

class size reduction or higher teacher salaries, are positively associated with 

student outcomes. The things that cost money benefit students. 


