
 

 
 

K-12 READING & MATHEMATICS UNIVERSAL SCREENER  
UPDATES AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’S) 

 
1. What are the updated required assessments for each grade level? 

 
Renaissance 360 Beginning of the Year Required Assessment Expectations 
 

Early Literacy Grades K-1* 
Reading Grades 2-12 
Mathematics Grades 1-12** 

 
*This table provides updated assessment administration grade level expectations for the beginning of the 
school year.  HISD has chosen to only administer the Early Literacy Assessment in grades K-1 versus             
K-2.  See question #2 with additional information regarding when to administer the Reading and/or Early 
Literacy Assessment for students, as appropriate, who are struggling and/or proficient readers. 
**The Early Literacy assessment includes a small number of mathematics questions to provide initial 
numeracy data for kindergarten.  
 

2. When are the updated beginning-, middle- and end-of-year screening windows? 
  

Beginning-of-Year  September 18 – October 13 
Middle-of-Year  January 8-31 
End-of-Year  May 1-25 

 
Common universal screener windows have been established for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 
3. How will students and staff log on to and access Renaissance 360? 

Access to Renaissance 360 is single sign-on in the HUB.  Students and their teachers will log on to 
Renaissance 360 by clicking on the Renaissance 360 icon on the HUB Digital Resources page in the 
Language Arts and Mathematics sections.  If teachers are off campus, they can log on to the HUB 
(www.houstonisd.org/hub) and select the Digital Resources tab, or they can go directly to the Digital 
Resources page (www.houstonisd.org/digitalresources) to sign on using their HISD credentials.  
  

4. What are the assessment administration expectations for dual language classrooms? 
The timeline and language of administration depend on the grade level, language of instruction, and dual 
language program model. They have been outlined in the assessment section of the Multilingual Programs 
Dual Language Handbook. 
  
The tables below summarizes the expected administration: 
 

 80/20 PROGRAM MODEL 

Grade ELLs Non-ELL/Non-native 
Spanish-speaking students 

K Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early 
Literacy in Spanish) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early 
Literacy in Spanish) 

1 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early Literacy 
& Mathematics in Spanish)  

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early Literacy 
& Mathematics in Spanish) 

2 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish, Mathematics in English) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish, Mathematics in English)  

3 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in English) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in English) 

4 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in Spanish) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in Spanish) 

5 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in Spanish) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
English & Spanish, Mathematics in Spanish) 

http://www.houstonisd.org/hub
http://www.houstonisd.org/digitalresources
https://connect.houstonisd.org/MP/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/MP/Documents/III%20Dual%20Language.docx&action=default
https://connect.houstonisd.org/MP/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/MP/Documents/III%20Dual%20Language.docx&action=default


 

 
 

 
 50/50 PROGRAM MODEL 

Grade ELLs Non-ELL/Non-native 
Spanish-Speaking Students 

K Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early 
Literacy in Spanish) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early 
Literacy in English) 

1 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early Literacy 
& Mathematics in Spanish & English) 

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Early Literacy 
& Mathematics in Spanish & English) 

2 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in English)  

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in English)  

3 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in English)  

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in English)  

4 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in Spanish)  

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in Spanish)  

5 Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in Spanish)  

Renaissance 360 BOY/MOY/EOY (Reading in 
Spanish and English, Mathematics in Spanish)  

 
5. What is guidance K-12 teachers will use to determine independent reading levels using the Early 

Literacy Assessment to transition to the Renaissance 360 assessments and vice-versa for grades 
three and up and to consider administering the Early Literacy Assessment for struggling readers? 
 
For Reading: 
Students in grades K–1 should begin with the Early Literacy Assessment. For the next assessment, 
teachers can use the Early Literacy scaled score to help determine when students are ready to transition 
from taking Early Literacy to taking the Reading assessment. Students who score above 775 on the 
Enterprise scale (850 on the Unified scale) are considered probable readers and ready to take the Reading 
assessment.  Note: Early Literacy covers early numeracy for students taking this assessment.    
 
Students in grades 2–12 should begin with the Reading Assessment. In the event students are unable 
to successfully answer three practice items by the end of the practice session, the Reading assessment will 
halt the testing session and direct the student to ask the teacher for help. It may be that the student needs 
help operating the interface (in which case the teacher should help the student through the practice session 
the next time), or it may be that the student cannot read at a basic level. If the latter is the case, the student 
should take Early Literacy until a score of 775 or above is reached on the Enterprise scale (850 on the Unified 
scale), at which point the student is considered a probable reader and ready to take the Reading assessment 
in a subsequent assessment. 
 
For Mathematics:  
Students in grades 1-12 should begin with the Mathematics Assessment.  In the event students are 
unable to successfully answer two practice items by end of the practice session at the start of a Renaissance 
360 Mathematics assessment, the testing session will halt and tell the student to ask the teacher for 
help.  The practice session is primarily meant to gauge the student’s ability to work with the program’s 
interface, and to see if the student understands how to select and enter an answer.  Have the student try 
another practice and carefully observe the student.  If the student understands how to answer questions, but 
keep giving incorrect answers, this may indicate the student is not ready to have his or her abilities assessed 
by the Mathematics assessment.  If the student does not understand how to answer questions, but keeps 
running out of time before entering an answer, you may need to extend the time limits for the student.  If the 
student doesn’t understand how to answer questions, review the testing procedures with the student.  The 
Pretest Instructions are an excellent resource for performing such a review. 
 
 
 

https://rphelp.rencentral.net/US/PDF/SM/R45899.pdf


 

 
 

Important note: If you’re looking to compare what students in dual language programming can demonstrate 
in English compared to Spanish, you will also need to assess the student in both the English and Spanish 
versions of that assessment (Early Literacy, Reading, and/or Mathematics).  Students should be assessed 
in both languages within a relatively short period of time so results are comparable. 
 

6. Should the Early Literacy Assessment be used for grades three and up for struggling readers? 
Our recommendation for struggling readers in grade 3 and beyond is to start them out in the Reading 
assessment (if they have a 100-word sight vocabulary).  If that assessment is too difficult, the student will not 
be able to pass the practice test to move on to the actual assessment.  In that case, you would then direct 
the student to take the Early Literacy assessment. 
 

7. If students transition from the Early Literacy Assessment to the Reading Assessment during the 
school year, can progress be tracked across the two assessments? 
Yes, you can track student progress between the two assessments using the Unified scale to determine 
how students are improving over time by monitoring changes in scores, such as PR, NCE, and Unified 
Scaled Score -- these scores can be compared interchangeably across Reading and Early Literacy. 
 

8. Should any student be excluded from taking Renaissance Reading and Mathematics 
Assessments? 
The only students that should be excluded are those students with significant to severe disabilities and 
who are accessing the alternative curriculum and alternative assessment based on their individualized 
education program (IEP). 
 

9. What accommodations are available for students with a 504 Plan or an Individualized Education 
Program (IEPs)?   
Educators have the following accommodations available under Preferences in the software, which can be 
set for students: 
1. Extended Question Time Limit: Preference can be turned on for students who need more time 

completing the assessment. 
2. Estimated Instructional Level: Renaissance 360 starts out slightly below the student’s grade level.  This 

preference can be turned on for students who are far above or below grade level to ensure the first 
questions presented are closer to the level of the student immediately. 

3. Audio (for Mathematics): Preference can be set for those students whose reading ability is not as strong 
as their mathematics ability (to the extent that not being able to read questions is affecting their 
score).  Students should use headphones when taking a Renaissance 360 mathematics test with 
audio.  This accommodation is not available for the Reading assessment, as that assessment is gauging 
student reading ability. 

 
10. When and how do K-1 teachers turn on audio support for the grade mathematics screener?  

The primary purpose of providing a read-aloud accommodation on a Mathematics assessment is to level the 
playing field for students with reading difficulties. The recommendation for the Mathematics assessment is 
to allow the audio support feature for individual students who need it, based on professional judgment and 
students’ 504 Plans or Individualized Education Programs (IEP). For more information on accommodations 
for the assessments, please refer to http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf. This 
preference would be turned on by the classroom teacher or administrator prior to the testing event. 
 

11. What are progress monitoring expectations and best practices aligned to the implementation of the 
universal screener?   
The progress monitoring expectations and best practices include: 
• Progress monitoring via the universal screener must occur at least once per month for all Tier 2 and Tier 

3 students. 
• Bi-weekly progress monitoring must occur for all Tier 2 students and weekly for Tier 3 students.  This can 

be done using campus based resources that align to students’ various academic levels (i.e. corrective 
reading mastery checks, Imagine Learning, Achieve 3000, APEX, etc.). 

http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf


 

 
 

• Campus resources and systems will be used to deliver Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction. 
 

12. How does Renaissance 360 align and support Intervention Assistance Team (IAT) efforts and 
Response to Intervention (RtI) practices and protocols on campuses?  
The Response to Intervention (RtI) practices and protocols include: 
• Interventions will be implemented during the time between progress monitoring assessments that directly 

align to the student’s specific learning deficiency. Suggested tools embedded within Renaissance 360 
will assist with developing student specific lessons and interventions. 

• IAT has developed a progress monitoring tool designed to guide campuses in tracking their attempted 
interventions and the student’s outcomes associated with these interventions. 

• The progress monitoring tool is aligned with tracking student data and interventions attempted via the 
Renaissance 360 tool. 

 
13. Do the Renaissance 360 scale scores project grade level proficiency on the Texas STAAR 

assessments?   
Please review the following linking study for details.  The cut scores vary by grade level and subject, just like 
the Texas STAAR assessment.  In addition, you can find these benchmarks in the 
software.    http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004573515GK64DE.pdf 
 

14. What are the roles and responsibilities for Formative Assessment Coordinators and stipend eligibility 
requirements?  
The Formative Assessment Coordinator duties include but are not limited to: 
1. Supporting and managing the campus in successful implementation of the universal screener and 

OnTrack assessments and processes, 
2. Serving as the point of contact regarding updates and other pertinent information related to the universal 

screener and OnTrack, and 
3. Attending universal screener and OnTrack training sessions and replicating respective trainings with 

campus instructional staff. 
 

15. How does Renaissance 360 relate to other district-wide initiatives/programs? (Achieve 3000, Imagine 
Learning, OnTrack, etc.)   
Renaissance 360 Assessments help identify what students know and are ready to learn next. This data may 
be used to support and inform the instruction for these initiatives and programs.  In addition, Renaissance 
also has partnerships with curriculum and instruction providers through Growth Alliance program where 
Renaissance 360 will be used to determine placement into their products and to gauge overall improvement 
in reading and mathematics. 
 

16. When will follow up training and support be scheduled?  
Area teams consisting of the principal, formative assessment coordinators, and intervention assistant team 
liaisons will meet in September for follow up training and support.  Campus leaders will learn how to access 
priority universal screener reports, practice interpreting reports, set goals, and gain knowledge and skills.  
Participants will leave the training with resources on how to use Renaissance 360 to differentiate instruction. 
 

17. What type of technology is compatible for Renaissance 360? 
The software works with any device that has internet capability and has a screen 7 inches or larger.  

http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004573515GK64DE.pdf

