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Spring 2009 
 

Introduction 
 

 
According to the “No Child Left Behind” Act (NCLB), all students including students with 

disabilities must be tested annually using statewide assessments.  The performance of students 
with disabilities must be reported at the state, district, and school levels. Therefore, this report 
will examine the performance of students with disabilities on the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) including the TAKS-Accomodated, TAKS-Modified, and TAKS-
Alternate in the Houston Independent School District (HISD).  This report will provide 
demographic information for the students with disabilities served in HISD and their participation 
rates on state assessments, before presenting their performance results.   

Table 1 provides the demographic characteristics of students with disabilities for 2008 and 
2009 in HISD.  The demographic characteristics of these students were retrieved from the Public 
Education Information Management System (PEIMS) for both years. District data comes from 
the PEIMS Edit+ Reports.  

 
Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of HISD Students with Disabilities for 2008 and 2009 
 2008 2009 2009 District
Gender N % N % N %
Female 6,015 33.0 5,543 32.8 98,094 49.0 
Male 12,217 67.0 11,375 67.2 102,131 51.0 
Ethnicity       
American Indian 6 0.0 4 0.0 157 0.1 
Asian 230 1.3 227 1.3 6,501 3.2 
African American 7,200 39.5 6,532 38.6 55,582 27.8 
Hispanic 9,333 51.2 8,829 52.2 122,278 61.1 
White 1,463 8.0 1,326 7.8 15,707 7.8 
Economically Disadvantaged       
Yes 14,848 81.4 14,151 83.6   
No 3,384 18.6 2,767 16.4   
Primary Disability       
Orthopedic Impairment 278 1.5 238 1.4   
Other Health Impairment 1,423 7.8 1,430 8.5   
Auditory Impairment 405 2.2 387 2.3   
Visual Impairment 142 0.8 142 0.8   
Deaf-Blind 1 0.0 0 0.0   
Mental Retardation 1,903 10.4 1,894 11.2   
Emotional Disturbance 1,107 6.1 966 5.7   
Learning Disability 9,425 51.7 8,683 51.3   
Speech Impairment 2,681 14.7 2,204 13.0   
Autism 748 4.1 859 5.1   
Developmental Delay 0 0.0 0 0.0   
Traumatic Brain Injury 20 0.1 19 0.1   
Noncategorical Early Child. 99 0.5 96 0.6   
Total 18,232 100.0 16,918 100.0   
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Students with disabilities account for approximately 10 percent of HISD’s student population. 
In 2009, there were a total of 16,918 students with disabilities.  This is a decrease from 2008 in 
which there were 18,232 students with disabilities. The majority of students with disabilities were 
male at 67.2 percent compared to 32.8 percent who were female.  Also, in 2009, 52.2 percent of 
students with disabilities were Hispanic, 38.6 percent were African American, and 7.8 percent 
were White.  Students with disabilities identified as economically disadvantaged accounted for 
83.6 percent of the population in 2009. The majority of students, 51.3 percent, had a learning 
disability followed by 13.0 percent who had speech impairment, and 11.2 percent who had mental 
retardation as their primary disability. Less than one percent of students had a primary disability 
of visual impairment, traumatic brain injury, or noncategorical early childhood. There were no 
students identified as deaf-blind or with a developmental delay as their primary disability in 2009. 

Tables 2 and 3 provide the ethnic distribution of HISD students with disabilities by primary 
disability for 2008 and 2009.   

 
Table 2: Ethnic Distribution of HISD Students with Disabilities by Primary Disability for 2008 

 
African 

American Asian Hispanic White
Primary Disability N % N % N % N %

Orthopedic Impairment 84 1.2 7 3.0 163 1.7 24 1.6 
Other Health Impairment 646 9.0 11 4.8 537 5.8 227 15.5 
Auditory Impairment 90 1.3 9 3.9 277 3.0 29 2.0 
Visual Impairment 45 0.6 7 3.0 74 0.8 16 1.1 
Deaf-Blind 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Mental Retardation 879 12.2 26 11.3 900 9.6 96 6.6 
Emotional Disturbance 674 9.4 4 1.7 297 3.2 132 9.0 
Learning Disability 3,826 53.1 56 24.3 5,095 54.6 446 30.5 
Speech Impairment 657 9.1 80 34.8 1,595 17.1 349 23.9 
Autism 267 3.7 29 12.6 316 3.4 136 9.3 
Developmental Delay 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Traumatic Brain Injury 3 0.0 0 0.0 15 0.2 2 0.1 
Noncategorical Early Child. 28 0.4 1 0.4 64 0.7 6 0.4 

Total 7,200 100.0 230 100.0 9,333 100.0 1,463 100.0 
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Table 3: Ethnic Distribution of HISD Students with Disabilities by Primary Disability for 2009 

 
African 

American Asian Hispanic White
Primary Disability N % N % N % N %

Orthopedic Impairment 67 1.0 7 3.1 145 1.6 19 1.4 
Other Health Impairment 646 9.9 12 5.3 555 6.3 216 16.3 
Auditory Impairment 84 1.3 8 3.5 268 3.0 27 2.0 
Visual Impairment 39 0.6 6 2.6 78 0.9 19 1.4 
Deaf-Blind 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Mental Retardation 845 12.9 31 13.7 930 10.5 85 6.4 
Emotional Disturbance 574 8.8 6 2.6 283 3.2 103 7.8 
Learning Disability 3,441 52.7 53 23.3 4,777 54.1 412 31.1 
Speech Impairment 529 8.1 67 29.5 1,315 15.0 293 22.1 
Autism 288 4.4 37 16.3 395 4.5 139 10.5 
Developmental Delay 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Traumatic Brain Injury 3 0.0 0 0.0 10 0.1 6 0.5 
Noncategorical Early Child. 16 0.2 0 0.0 73 0.8 7 0.5 

Total 6,532 100.0 227 100.0 8,829 100.0 1,326 100.0 
 

The majority of African American, Hispanic, and White students with disabilities were 
identified as having a learning disability during both school years. The percent of African 
American students with disabilities who were identified with a learning disability decreased by 
0.4 percent from 53.1 percent in 2008 to 52.7 percent in 2009. The percent of Hispanic students 
with a learning disability decreased from 54.6 percent in 2008 to 54.1 percent in 2009.   In 2009, 
Hispanic students had the highest percentage of students with a learning disability at 54.1 percent 
followed by African Americans at 52.7 percent, Whites with 31.1 percent and Asians with 23.3 
percent. Speech impairment followed learning disability as the most identified primary disability 
for Hispanic (15.0 percent), and White (22.1 percent) students with disabilities and was the 
prominent disability for Asian students at 29.5 percent. The second most common disability for 
African American students was mental retardation at 12.9 percent.   

 
 

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), including the 
TAKS-Accommodated Form 

 
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) was first administered in the spring 

of 2003. The TAKS measures the statewide curriculum in reading/English language arts (ELA) 
and mathematics for grades 3–11; in writing grades 4 and 7; in science grades 5, 8, 10, and 11; 
and in social studies grades 8, 10, and 11.  The Spanish TAKS is administered in grades 3–6 in 
reading and mathematics, in grade 4 for writing, and in grade 5 for science.  The TAKS included 
an accommodated form called TAKS (Accommodated) for students served by special education 
who meet the eligibility requirements for specific accommodations.  The TAKS (Accommodated) 
form includes some format accommodations such as larger font and fewer test items per page.  
Also, field-test questions were not included in the TAKS (Accommodated). The TAKS 
(Accommodated) was available in Spanish and for all grades and subjects that are assessed with 
the TAKS.     
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Administration of the TAKS Examination to HISD Students 
The TAKS Examination schedule (Table 4) lists the various subtests administered 

districtwide during the spring of 2009.   
 
Table 4: The TAKS Examination Schedule for Spring 2009 

Subject/Subtest Grade Level Date Administered
Writing 4, 4 Spanish, 7 March 3, 2009 
English/Language Arts 10,11 March 3, 2009 
Reading 3, 3 Spanish, 5, 5 Spanish, 8, 9 March 3, 2009 
Mathematics 5, 5 Spanish, 8 April 7, 2009 
Mathematics 3–4, 3–4 Spanish, 6, 6 Spanish, 7,  9–11 April 28-30, 2009 
Reading 4, 4 Spanish, 6–7, 6 Spanish, 3, 3 Spanish 

(retest), 5, 5 Spanish (retest), 8 (retest) 
April 28-30, 2009 

Science 5, 5 Spanish, 8, 10, 11 April 28-30, 2009 
Social Studies 8, 10, 11 May 1, 2009 
Mathematics 5, 5 Spanish (retest), 8 (retest) May 19, 2009 

 
Analysis of TAKS Examination Results 

Results for grades 3–11 from the English TAKS for reading/ELA and mathematics; writing 
grades 4 and 7; science grades 5, 8, 10, and 11; and social studies grades 8, 10 and 11 were 
examined in this report. Similarly, results for grades 3–6 from the Spanish TAKS for reading and 
mathematics, grade 4 for writing, and grade 5 for science are provided. All students are required 
to take the TAKS test with two exceptions: 1) students required to take the TAAS test to meet 
their graduation requirement; and 2) those who are exempt from it and are tested on an alternate 
instrument as dictated by their Individual Education Plan (IEP). Grades three, five, and eight 
reading tests had three separate test administrations in 2009 due to the state’s Student Success 
Initiative: March 3, April 29 (students not previously passed), and July 1 (students not previously 
passed). Grades 5 and 8 mathematics also had three administrations: April 7, May 19, and June 
30. The TAKS reading and math results for grades three, five, and eight reported in this report 
reflect the first administration. Districtwide results were compared to statewide performance for 
all students on both the English and Spanish versions of the TAKS.  For comparison purposes, 
two years of data were reported.  

Results are reported as percent “met standard”, which corresponds to a scale score of 2100. 
Additionally, the TAKS also reported a statistic defined as percent “commended performance.” 
The “commended performance” is passing at a higher standard, specifically, a scale score of 
2400. A section of tables and figures comparing these two categories of data (met standard and 
commended performance) for HISD and the state is included in this report.  
 
 English TAKS Results for HISD and the State 

The state TAKS exam results for students with disabilities who took the English version were 
compared to HISD districtwide results for grades 3–11.  This process also included a comparison 
of state and HISD results in all of the TAKS content areas.  The information regarding the HISD 
and state comparisons for reading, mathematics, writing, science, social studies, and all tests 
taken is presented in Tables 5–10. The percent of students meeting the TAKS passing standard is 
included in the analysis. For the first time, the results of students taking TAKS (Accommodated) 
were included in the 2008 TAKS performance. Therefore, the 2008 and 2009 TAKS results 
include performance on TAKS (Accommodated).  The percent of students earning the 
commended status is also included. The 2008 and 2009 results for grade three reading and grades 
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five and eight reading and math are from the first administration. District data presented for 2008 
are taken from the corrected electronic file provided by the testing contractor on June 23, 2008. 

 
Reading 

State and HISD reading (grades 3–9) and English Language Arts (grades 10–11) results on 
the English version of the TAKS from 2009 were examined.  The results from a comparative 
analysis of these data are presented in Table 5.    

 
Table 5: State and HISD English TAKS Results for Reading (Grades 3–9) and English 

Language Arts (Grades 10–11) for Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 528 350 58 71 16 24 2148 2200 
 Texas 19,253 16,630 68 75 21 26 2189 2219 

4 HISD 650 443 53 59 9 13 2097 2133 
 Texas 21,611 18,088 54 61 10 13 2113 2145 

5 HISD 768 545 46 56 8 11 2059 2113 
 Texas 22,230 18,431 51 57 9 11 2089 2122 

6 HISD 834 557 46 55 9 14 2065 2116 
 Texas 23,843 19,027 59 68 13 15 2126 2177 

7 HISD 930 670 38 36 3 5 2031 2045 
 Texas 25,113 20,048 45 45 6 5 2064 2079 

8 HISD 913 722 50 57 10 10 2088 2116 
 Texas 24,877 20,768 60 67 12 13 2131 2160 

9 HISD 1,159 961 34 44 3 3 2028 2059 
 Texas 28,622 26,054 45 52 5 3 2068 2086 

10 HISD 621 618 43 41 2 1 2085 2069 
 Texas 20,912 18,276 46 48 1 2 2098 2091 

11 HISD 422 416 50 57 2 3 2099 2115 
 Texas 15,268 15,055 53 60 2 3 2113 2129 

Note: Third, fifth and eighth grade reading results reflect the first administration. 
 

• The number of HISD students with disabilities that participated in the 2009 TAKS 
reading/ELA test decreased slightly from 6,825 in 2008 to 5,282 in 2009. Grade 6 
experienced the largest decrease with 277 fewer students taking the test in 2009.  

 
• On the 2009 TAKS reading/English Language Arts tests, the state outperformed HISD in all 

grades for percent passing and average scale scores. In grades 4, 5, 7, 9 and 11 for percent 
commended, HISD’s performance equaled that of the state.  

 
• A gap analysis of the percent passing the 2009 TAKS reading test results between the state 

and HISD revealed the largest difference of 13 percentage points for grade 6 while the 
smallest gap in 2009 was at grade 5 with just a one-percentage-point difference.  The district 
closed the gap with the state in 2009 at grades 3, 5 and 9. 
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• In reviewing the HISD results for the 2009 TAKS reading/English Language Arts tests, third 
graders outperformed all other grades with 71 percent of the students meeting standards on 
the TAKS.  

 
• When comparing the district’s passing rates from 2008 to 2009 at the state passing standard, 

scores increased for all grades, with the exception of grades 7 and 10.  The greatest increase, 
13 percentage points, was at the third grade where the passing rate went from 58 percent to 
71 percent over the past year. 

     
• In terms of students earning the commended status on the 2009 TAKS reading/English 

Language Arts tests, the state reported a range of two percent commended in grade 10 to 26 
percent commended in grade 3. HISD reported a range of one percent commended in grade 
10 to 24 percent commended in grade 3.  

 
• With the exception of grade 10, average scale scores increased at all grades tested from 2008 

to 2009 for both HISD and the state.  
 
Mathematics 

State and HISD mathematics (grades 3–11) results on the English version of the TAKS for 
2009 were examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in 
Table 6.  
 
Table 6: State and HISD English TAKS Results for Mathematics (Grades 3–11) for Students 

with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 564 418 62 72 13 18 2138 2190 
 Texas 21,174 18,676 63 68 16 21 2156 2186 

4 HISD 694 476 61 71 14 20 2137 2193 
 Texas 22,909 18,876 57 65 13 19 2129 2176 

5 HISD 807 587 55 63 15 22 2121 2176 
 Texas 22,846 18,882 52 59 14 20 2112 2158 

6 HISD 895 603 28 37 7 9 1986 2031 
 Texas 24,527 18,744 39 46 9 11 2041 2090 

7 HISD 950 673 24 31 2 3 2011 2040 
 Texas 24,852 18,750 32 42 3 3 2039 2075 

8 HISD 910 674 23 34 2 4 1998 2032 
 Texas 23,421 18,703 30 44 3 5 2026 2072 

9 HISD 1,107 916 12 15 1 2 1908 1946 
 Texas 26,695 22,786 16 23 2 3 1936 1978 

10 HISD 573 581 15 14 2 1 1968 1971 
 Texas 18,891 15,470 17 21 1 1 1978 1994 

11 HISD 395 379 32 36 3 5 2035 2059 
 Texas 13,617 12,262 30 35 3 4 2034 2052 

Note: Fifth and eighth grade mathematics results reflect the first administration. 
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• On the 2009 TAKS mathematics test, HISD outperformed the state at grades 3, 4, 5 and 11 on 
percent met standard.  

  
• A gap analysis of the percent passing the 2009 TAKS mathematics test results between the 

state and HISD revealed the largest difference of 11 percentage points for grade 7 where the 
state outperformed HISD while the smallest gap in 2009 was at grade 11 with a one-
percentage point difference where HISD outperformed the state.  

 
• For the spring 2009 TAKS mathematics test, the state’s scores at the passing standard ranged 

from 21 percent for tenth grade to 68 percent for third grade. The HISD scores at this same 
standard ranged from 14 percent for grade 10 to 72 percent for grade 3.  

 
• When comparing the district’s passing rates from 2008 to 2009 at the state passing standard, 

scores increased for eight of the nine grades tested with grade 8 showing the most significant 
increase of 11 percentage points. 

  
• Grade 3 for the state and grade 5 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of commended 

students on the mathematics test with 21 percent and 22 percent commended, respectively. 
  
• Average scale scores increased at all grades tested from 2008 to 2009 for both HISD and the 

state, with grade 4 for HISD and grade 6 for the state boasting the greatest increases over the 
past year.  

 
Writing 

State and HISD writing results on the English version of the TAKS for 2009 were examined.  
The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 7.  

 
Table 7: State and HISD English TAKS Results for Writing (Grades 4 & 7) for Students with 

Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
4 HISD 700 474 62 66 11 12 2180 2222 
 Texas 20,132 16,316 64 68 10 12 2192 2233 

7 HISD 928 648 45 54 4 4 2095 2125 
 Texas 23,876 18,152 54 64 4 5 2127 2163 

 
• For the spring 2009 TAKS writing test, the state outperformed HISD on percent passing and 

average scale score in both fourth and seventh grades. The state outperformed HISD in 
seventh grade for percent commended, and in fourth grade HISD matched the state. 

 
 • The state’s scores at the passing standard were 68 percent for fourth grade and 64 percent for 

seventh grade. The HISD scores at this same standard were 66 percent for grade four and 54 
percent for grade seven.  
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Science  
State and HISD results on the English version of the TAKS for science for 2009 were 

examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 8.  
 

Table 8: State and HISD English TAKS Results for Science (Grades 5, 8, & 10–11) for 
Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 

Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
5 HISD 708 496 60 72 20 30 2137 2225 
 Texas 20,042 17,178 60 69 19 26 2136 2202 

8 HISD 914 667 24 30 4 4 1945 1993 
 Texas 21,138 17,757 29 38 4 6 1983 2040 

10 HISD 598 592 18 18 2 1 1957 1969 
 Texas 19,058 16,574 24 26 2 2 1992 2007 

11 HISD 423 392 35 46 1 4 2055 2091 
 Texas 14,461 13,400 38 47 2 3 2069 2089 

 
• For the spring 2009 TAKS science test, the state outperformed HISD on the percent passing 

for all grades with the exception of grade 5 where HISD outperformed the state.  
 
• HISD’s fifth and eleventh graders outperformed the state for percent commended. Grade five 

reported the greatest percentage of commended students on the science test for both HISD 
and the state.  

 
Social Studies 

State and HISD results on the English version of the TAKS for social studies for 2009 were 
examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 9.  

 
Table 9: State and HISD English TAKS Results for Social Studies (Grades 8 & 10–11) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
8 HISD 908 666 60 65 9 11 2148 2163 
 Texas 21,394 18,410 64 72 11 15 2169 2194 

10 HISD 593 614 49 51 7 6 2095 2107 
 Texas 19,813 18,058 55 60 6 9 2115 2143 

11 HISD 423 406 67 81 9 15 2188 2225 
 Texas 15,558 15,042 73 82 10 15 2196 2230 

 
• For the spring 2009 TAKS social studies test, the state outperformed HISD on percent 

passing and average scale score in all grades tested. HISD’s performance equaled that of the 
state in tenth grade for percent commended. 

 
 • The state’s scores at the passing standard were 72 percent for eighth grade, 60 percent for 

tenth grade, and 82 percent for eleventh grade. The HISD scores, at this same standard, were 
65 percent for grade 8, 51 percent for grade 10, and 81 percent for grade 11.  
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All Tests Taken 
State and HISD results on the English version of the TAKS for all tests taken at each grade 

for 2009 were examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in 
Table 10. All tests taken cannot be calculated for grades with multiple administrations. 
 
Table 10: State and HISD English TAKS Results for All Tests Taken (Grades 3–11) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD – – – – – – 
 Texas – – – – – – 

4 HISD 830 588 39 48 3 6 
 Texas 24,770 20,947 39 46 3 5 

5 HISD – – – – – – 
 Texas – – – – – – 

6 HISD 925 643 24 33 4 5 
 Texas 25,959 20,945 34 43 5 6 

7 HISD 1,044 791 16 22 1 1 
 Texas 27,999 22,648 23 28 1 1 

8 HISD – – – – – – 
 Texas – – – – – – 

9 HISD 1,300 1,053 11 15 1 1 
 Texas 31,308 28,094 18 24 1 1 

10 HISD 677 686 10 8 0 0 
 Texas 23,234 20,528 13 16 0 0 

11 HISD 473 456 21 26 0 1 
 Texas 17,354 16,833 25 30 1 1 

(─) Not Available 
 
• For the spring 2009 TAKS on all tests taken, the state outperformed HISD at all grade levels 

in percent passing, with the exception of grade 4. In grade 4, HISD outperformed the state for 
both percent passing and percent commended and equaled the state for all other grades, 
except grade 6, for percent commended. 

 
• Grade 4 reported the highest percentage of students passing with 46 percent passing for the 

state and 48 percent passing for HISD.  
 
• With the exception of HISD’s tenth graders, the 2009 HISD percent passing results showed 

increases from 2008 in all six grades for which All Tests Taken is reported. 
 
• The highest percentage of commended students for All Tests Taken for HISD was at grade 4, 

which reported 6 percent commended and at grade 6 for the state, also with 6 percent 
commended.  

 
Spanish TAKS Results for HISD and the State 

The TAKS exam results for students with disabilities who took the Spanish version statewide 
were compared to HISD districtwide results for grades three through six. The information 
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regarding the HISD and state comparisons for reading, mathematics, writing, and science is 
presented in the next few sections. As stated previously, district data presented for 2008 are taken 
from the corrected electronic file provided by the testing contractor on June 23, 2008. Also, the 
results of students taking TAKS (Accommodated) were included in the 2008 and 2009 TAKS 
performance.   

 
 Reading  

State and HISD reading results on the Spanish version of the TAKS for 2009 were examined.  
The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 11.  

 
Table 11: State and HISD Spanish TAKS Results for Reading (Grades 3–6) for Students with 

Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 187 147 58 49 9 8 2111 2090 
 Texas 1,264 1,162 48 49 5 9 2078 2086 

4 HISD 120 109 48 54 7 6 2051 2081 
 Texas 713 750 37 46 5 6 2025 2063 

5 HISD 8 1 63 * 25 * 2168 * 
 Texas 273 236 38 31 4 2 2019 1988 

6 HISD 0 0       
 Texas 41 9 17 67 0 11 1877 2148 

Note: Third and fifth grade reading results reflect the first administration. 
(*) Fewer than five students tested. 
 
• On the 2009 Spanish TAKS reading test, HISD students with disabilities in grade 4 

outperformed their state counterparts by 8 percentage points as measured at the state passing 
standard. HISD third graders equaled the state with 49 percent of students meeting the TAKS 
state passing standard in reading. Comparative data for HISD was not available for grades 5 
and 6.   

  
• In terms of commended status on the reading test, HISD students with disabilities were 

outperformed by their counterparts in the state in grade 3 but equaled the state in grade 4.  
 
Mathematics  

State and HISD mathematics results on the Spanish version of the TAKS for 2009 were 
examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 12.  

  
• HISD students with disabilities outperformed their state counterparts on the Spanish TAKS 

mathematics test for the percent passing at the state standard for all grades with data.  HISD 
fourth graders reported the highest percent passing the standard at 61 percent compared to 52 
percent passing for the state.  

 
• In grade 4, HISD students with disabilities outperformed their state counterparts on the 

Spanish TAKS mathematics test for commended status, while the state’s third graders 
outperformed HISD’s.  Again, comparison data for grades five and six are not available for 
HISD. 
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Table 12: State and HISD Spanish TAKS Results for Mathematics (Grades 3–6) for Students 
with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 

Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 193 156 55 53 12 7 2132 2076 
 Texas 1,190 1,016 47 50 8 10 2084 2092 

4 HISD 125 114 51 61 14 20 2085 2122 
 Texas 648 611 39 52 10 15 2030 2087 

5 HISD 7 0 57  0  2103  
 Texas 206 157 23 20 1 5 1929 1919 

6 HISD 2 0 *  *  *  
 Texas 48 4 6 * 0 * 1738 * 

Note: Third and fifth grade reading results reflect the first administration. 
(*) Fewer than five students tested. 
 
Writing 
     State and HISD writing results on the Spanish version of the TAKS for 2009 were examined 
for fourth grade. The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 13.  
 
Table 13: State and HISD Spanish TAKS Results for Writing (Grade 4) for Students with 

Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
4 HISD 121 112 59 63 8 11 2200 2212 
 Texas 771 845 59 63 6 6 2177 2196 

 
• On the 2009 Spanish TAKS writing test, both HISD and the state had 63 percent of fourth 

graders meeting the standard. However, HISD fourth graders outscored their state 
counterparts in the percentage of commended students at 11 percent compared to 6 percent 
for the state.  

 
Science 
     State and HISD writing results on the Spanish version of the TAKS for 2009 were examined 
for fifth grade. The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 14.  
 
Table 14: State and HISD Spanish TAKS Results for Science (Grade 5) for Students with 

Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
5 HISD 7 0 71  14  2113  
 Texas 129 82 15 21 1 2 1874 1910 
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 • At the state level, the number of students taking the Spanish TAKS science test decreased 
from 129 students in 2008 to 82 students in 2009 but performance levels increased for percent 
passing, percent commended and average scale scores.  

 
 • On the 2009 Spanish TAKS science test, there were no HISD fifth grade test takers.  

 
All Tests Taken 

State and HISD results for all tests taken on the Spanish version of the TAKS for 2009 were 
examined.  The results from a comparative analysis of these data are presented in Table 15. All 
tests taken cannot be calculated for grades with multiple administrations of any subject.  

 
Table 15: State and HISD Spanish TAKS Results for All Tests Taken (Grades 3–6) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD – – – – – – 
 Texas – – – – – – 

4 HISD 132 120 36 44 1 3 
 Texas 855 901 27 37 2 2 

5 HISD – – – – – – 
 Texas – – – – – – 

6 HISD 2 0 *  *  
 Texas 60 9 7 56  11 

(─) Not Available 
 
• In 2009, on the Spanish TAKS test, HISD students outperformed their state counterparts on 

all tests taken in the fourth grade with HISD fourth graders reporting 44 percent meeting the 
standard, compared to 37 percent for the state.   

 
 

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills-Modified (TAKS-M) 
 

The TAKS-M is an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards 
for students receiving special education services who meet eligibility criteria.  Some of the 
modifications of the TAKS-M includes fewer test items, reduced number of answer choices, 
Verdana font and a larger point size, more white space, simplified sentence structure, vocabulary, 
and graphics, and deleted extraneous information.   

According to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), in order to determine eligibility, students 
must first meet the following description, “Students receiving special education services who 
have a disability that significantly affects academic progress in the grade-level curriculum and 
precludes the achievement of grade-level proficiency within a school year will be assessed with 
TAKS-M.”  Then the ARD committee determines if a student’s knowledge and skills in one or 
more subject areas can best be assessed with TAKS-M, if the student meets all of the following 
participation criteria.  The student: 

• needs extensive modifications and/or accommodations to classroom instruction, 
assignments, and assessments to access and demonstrate progress in the grade-level 
TEKS,  

12    



  SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENT PERFORMANCE 2009 

• demonstrates academic progress in such a way that even if significant growth occurs 
during the school year, the ARD committee is reasonably certain that the student will not 
achieve grade-level proficiency as demonstrated by multiple valid measures of evidence, 

• meets some but not all of the participation criteria of TAKS-Alternate, and  
• requires an alternate form of TAKS which is more closely aligned with instructional 

modifications in order to demonstrate knowledge of the grade-level TEKS.  
 
The TAKS-M was available for all grades and subjects tested on TAKS. However, Spanish 

versions of TAKS-M were not available.  In addition, standard setting did not occur until August 
2008, after the assessment was administered. Passing standards for TAKS-M were only set for 
NCLB-required grades and subjects. Standard setting for the remaining subjects and grades will 
occur after the spring 2009 administration of the TAKS-M. Therefore, TAKS-M results were 
only provided for the following grades and subjects: mathematics at grades 3-8, and 10; reading 
at grades 3-8; ELA at grade 10; and science at grades 5, 8, and 10.   
 
Reading  

State and HISD reading (grades 3–8) and English Language Arts (grade 10) results on the 
TAKS-M from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  The results are presented in Table 16.   

 
Table 16: State and HISD English TAKS-M Results for Reading (Grades 3–8) and English 

Language Arts (Grade 10) for Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number 
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 492 575 80 80 16 20 2225 2242 
 Texas 10,199 11,339 83 85 15 17 2229 2242 

4 HISD 739 734 74 79 14 16 2207 2226 
 Texas 12,296 13,206 76 79 11 11 2201 2211 

5 HISD 813 877 74 77 14 18 2203 2229 
 Texas 13,216 15,087 77 79 13 14 2213 2222 

6 HISD 756 766 66 74 8 9 2172 2195 
 Texas 12,411 14,123 75 78 8 8 2192 2205 

7 HISD 724 747 74 76 10 15 2200 2218 
 Texas 12,223 13,885 78 81 10 11 2207 2220 

8 HISD 714 723 74 74 9 11 2191 2195 
 Texas 11,757 14,331 77 79 11 11 2205 2213 

10 HISD 322 447 57 68 7 13 2133 2191 
 Texas 10,206 11,736 78 80 15 17 2222 2235 

 
• There were a total of 4,869 HISD students with disabilities that were tested on the 2009 

TAKS-M reading test. The number of HISD students who participated ranged from 877 in 
fifth grade to 447 in tenth grade. 

 
• On the reading TAKS-M, HISD third graders experienced the highest percent of students 

meeting the standard with 80 percent, while tenth grade had the lowest at 68 percent. With 
the exception of grade 4, the state outperformed HISD at all grades in meeting the standard.  
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• The percent of HISD students meeting the commended standard ranged from nine percent in 
grade 6 to 20 percent in grade 3. HISD outperformed or matched the state on the percent 
commended in all grades with the exception of grade 10. 

 
• The state outperformed HISD on average scale scores for grades 6 through 10 but HISD 

outperformed or matched the state in the remaining grades (grades 3, 4 and 5).  
 
Mathematics 

State and HISD mathematics results on the TAKS-M from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  
The results are presented in Table 17.   

 
Table 17: State and HISD English TAKS-M Results for Mathematics (Grades 3–10) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number 
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 498 584 74 83 17 26 2220 2277 
 Texas 9,644 10,890 75 82 15 19 2210 2245 

4 HISD 683 708 69 79 14 19 2189 2244 
 Texas 11,007 12,662 70 78 10 13 2181 2214 

5 HISD 788 865 62 74 14 26 2175 2249 
 Texas 12,999 15,126 65 74 13 18 2178 2220 

6 HISD 700 718 55 65 5 12 2116 2168 
 Texas 11,764 14,477 63 71 6 9 2143 2176 

7 HISD 702 757 53 66 5 17 2112 2195 
 Texas 12,449 15,280 58 69 7 11 2137 2179 

8 HISD 711 770 46 57 3 8 2086 2132 
 Texas 13,201 16,506 52 64 5 9 2115 2159 

10 HISD 339 452 26 37 1 0 2052 2072 
 Texas 11,531 13,934 43 51 1 2 2088 2109 

 
• There were a total of 4,854 students with disabilities that were tested on the 2009 TAKS-M 

mathematics test. The number of HISD students who participated ranged from 452 in tenth 
grade to 865 in fifth grade. 

 
• The third grade experienced the highest percent of students meeting the passing standard with 

83 percent, while tenth grade had the lowest at 37 percent. The state outperformed HISD at 
all grades in meeting the standard, with the exception of third, fourth and fifth grades.  

 
• The percent of HISD students meeting the commended standard ranged from zero percent in 

grade 10 to 26 percent in grades 3 and 5. HISD outperformed the state on the percent 
commended in grades 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. HISD was outperformed by the state in the remaining 
two grades. 

 
• On the 2009 TAKS-M mathematics test, HISD outperformed the state on average scale 

scores at grades 3, 4, 5 and 7.  
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Science 
State and HISD science results on the TAKS-M from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  The 

results are presented in Table 18.   
 

Table 18: State and HISD English TAKS-M Results for Science (Grades 5, 8 and 10) for 
Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 

Number 
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Average Scale 
Score

Grade 
Level

District/
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 895 950 41 54 7 13 2050 2109 
 Texas 15,919 16,827 45 48 7 7 2065 2085 

4 HISD 689 773 35 51 2 6 2048 2102 
 Texas 15,163 16,864 49 56 4 6 2095 2123 

5 HISD 300 411 21 33 2 1 1985 2032 
 Texas 10,957 12,291 46 51 5 6 2084 2107 

 
• There were a total of 2,134 HISD students with disabilities who participated on the 2009 

TAKS-M science test.  The number of HISD students ranged from 411 in tenth grade to 950 
in fifth grade.  

 
• The fifth grade experienced the highest percent of HSD students meeting the passing standard 

with 54 percent, while tenth grade had the lowest at 33 percent. The state outperformed HISD 
in grades 8 and 10 in meeting the standard. In grade 5, HISD outperformed the state. 

 
• The percent of HISD students meeting the commended standard ranged from one percent in 

grade 10 to 13 percent in grade 5. HISD outperformed the state for percent commended in 
grade 5, equaled the state in grade 8 and was outperformed by the state in grade 10.  

 
• The state outperformed HISD on average scale scores for grades 8 and 10 but HISD 

outperformed the state in grade 5.  
 
 

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills-Alternate (TAKS-Alt) 
 

The TAKS-Alt is an assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards and is 
designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities who meet the participation 
requirements.  The TAKS-Alt is not a traditional paper-and-pencil or multiple-choice test.  
Teachers observe students as they complete teacher-designed activities that link to the grade-level 
TEKS curriculum through prerequisite skills. Teachers then score student performance using the 
TAKS-Alt rubric and submit results and documentation through the TAKS-Alt online system. 
The TAKS-Alt is available for all grades and subjects tested on TAKS.   

According to TEA, “Students receiving special education services who have the most 
significant cognitive disabilities and are unable to participate in the other statewide assessments 
even with substantial accommodations and/or modifications will be assessed with TAKS-Alt.”  
The ARD committee may determine that a student’s knowledge and skills can best be assessed 
with TAKS-Alt if the student meets all of the following participation criteria.   
The student: 

• requires supports to access the general curriculum that may include assistance involving 
communication, response style, physical access, or daily living skills,  
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• requires direct, intensive, individualized instruction in a variety of settings to accomplish 
the acquisition, maintenance and generalization of skills,  

• accesses and participates in the grade-level Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) through activities that focus on prerequisite skills,  

• demonstrates knowledge and skills routinely in class by methods other than paper-and-
pencil tasks, and  

• demonstrates performance objectives that may include real life applications of the grade-
level TEKS as appropriate to the student’s abilities and needs.  

 
Reading  

State and HISD reading (grades 3–9) and English Language Arts (grades 10–11) results on 
the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  The results are presented in Table 19.   

 
Table 19: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results for Reading (Grades 3–9) and English 

Language Arts (Grades 10–11) for Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 127 142 68 63 28 4 
 Texas 2,611 3,146 89 84 40 9 

4 HISD 95 128 73 63 27 1 
 Texas 2,401 2,860 89 82 42 6 

5 HISD 118 125 75 74 36 6 
 Texas 2,309 2,784 87 82 39 9 

6 HISD 101 120 79 63 15 10 
 Texas 2,378 2,728 88 80 42 6 

7 HISD 94 117 73 70 17 5 
 Texas 2,225 2,631 87 83 40 4 

8 HISD 90 118 72 68 23 5 
 Texas 2,523 2,723 87 80 40 5 

9 HISD 113 116 68 76 19 3 
 Texas 2,240 2,680 85 80 39 3 

10 HISD 107 109 70 72 22 5 
 Texas 2,052 2,249 85 81 36 4 

11 HISD 85 115 75 77 27 7 
 Texas 1,842 2,152 86 80 37 4 

 
• A total of 1090 HISD students with disabilities participated on the 2009 TAKS-Alt reading 

assessment.  The number of HISD students ranged from 109 in grade 10 to 142 in grade 3.  
 
• On the TAKS-Alt reading test, the state outperformed HISD in all grades for percent passing. 

The state’s scores at the passing standard ranged from 80 percent for sixth, eighth, ninth and 
eleventh grades to 84 percent for third grade. The HISD scores at this same standard ranged 
from 63 percent for third, fourth and sixth grades to 77 percent for eleventh grade. 

 
• For commended performance, HISD outperformed the state in grades 6, 7, 10 and 11 and 

matched the state in grades 8 and 9. 
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• Grades 3 and 5 for the state and grade 6 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of 
commended students on the reading test with 9 percent and 10 percent commended, 
respectively. 

 
Mathematics 

State and HISD mathematics results on the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  
The results are presented in Table 20.   

 
Table 20: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results for Mathematics (Grades 3–11) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 127 142 66 68 26 8 
 Texas 2,614 3,151 87 85 37 14 

4 HISD 95 130 75 74 25 7 
 Texas 2,403 2,865 89 86 40 17 

5 HISD 117 126 74 81 32 8 
 Texas 2,312 2,786 87 87 38 15 

6 HISD 101 120 80 66 17 12 
 Texas 2,381 2,730 88 85 41 12 

7 HISD 97 117 75 82 14 10 
 Texas 2,232 2,636 87 86 39 9 

8 HISD 91 118 76 75 22 11 
 Texas 2,530 2,727 87 82 39 8 

9 HISD 113 116 68 78 19 3 
 Texas 2,244 2,681 84 80 37 5 

10 HISD 107 110 71 79 22 5 
 Texas 2,044 2,250 84 84 35 5 

11 HISD 85 116 73 75 25 5 
 Texas 1,841 2,151 85 81 36 4 

 
• A total of 1095 HISD students with disabilities participated on the 2009 TAKS-Alt math 

assessment.  The number of HISD students ranged from 110 in grade 10 to 142 in grade 3.  
 
• On the TAKS-Alt mathematics test, the state outperformed HISD in all grades for percent 

passing. The state’s scores at the passing standard ranged from 80 percent for ninth grade to 
87 percent for fifth grade. The HISD scores at this same standard ranged from 66 percent for 
sixth grade to 82 percent for seventh grade. 

 
• For percent commended, HISD outperformed or matched the state at grades 6, 7, 8, 10 and 

11. 
 
• Grade 4 for the state and grade 6 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of commended 

students on the mathematics test with 17 percent and 12 percent commended, respectively. 
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Writing 
State and HISD writing results on the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  The 

results are presented in Table 21.   
 

Table 21: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results for Writing (Grades 4 & 7) for Students 
with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 

Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
4 HISD 94 128 74 69 26 2 
 Texas 2,396 2,855 88 86 39 7 

7 HISD 97 117 72 69 15 3 
 Texas 2,224 2,628 86 83 37 5 

 
• A total of 245 HISD students with disabilities participated on the 2009 TAKS-Alt writing 

assessment.  There were 128 students in grade 4 and 117 in grade 7.   
 
• On the TAKS-Alt writing test, the state outperformed HISD on percent passing and percent 

commended in both fourth and seventh grades.  
 

 • The state’s scores at the passing standard were 86 percent for fourth grade and 83 percent for 
seventh grade. The HISD scores at this same standard were 69 percent for grades 4 and 7.  

 
Science 

State and HISD science results on the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  The 
results are presented in Table 22.   
 
Table 22: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results for Science (Grades 5, 8 10 & 11) for 

Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
5 HISD 117 125 77 79 36 10 
 Texas 2,309 2,785 87 88 40 14 

8 HISD 89 118 75 76 21 11 
 Texas 2,519 2,724 87 87 40 10 

10 HISD 107 110 69 82 21 8 
 Texas 2,042 2,251 84 85 37 8 

11 HISD 85 116 72 75 27 6 
 Texas 1,840 2,148 86 81 39 6 

 
• A total of 469 HISD students with disabilities participated on the 2009 TAKS-Alt science 

assessment.  The number of HISD students ranged from 110 in grade 10 to 125 in grade 5.  
 
• On the TAKS-Alt science test, the state outperformed HISD on percent passing for all grades 

tested and percent commended in grade 5. In grade 8, HISD outperformed the state and in 
grades 10 and 11 equaled the state for commended performance. 
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• The state’s scores at the passing standard ranged from 81 percent for eleventh grade to 88 
percent for fifth grade. The HISD scores at this same standard ranged from 75 percent for 
eleventh grade to 82 percent for tenth grade. 

   
• Grade 5 for the state and grade 8 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of commended 

students on the science test with 14 percent and 11 percent commended, respectively. 
 
Social Studies 

State and HISD social studies results on the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were examined.  
The results are presented in Table 23.   
 
Table 23: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results for Social Studies (Grades 8, & 10–11) 

for Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
8 HISD 92 118 72 72 23 8 
 Texas 2,520 2,721 86 86 40 6 

10 HISD 107 110 73 83 22 6 
 Texas 2,046 2,252 84 87 38 10 

11 HISD 85 116 75 77 25 5 
 Texas 1,841 2,147 86 80 38 3 

 
• A total of 344 HISD students with disabilities participated on the 2009 TAKS-Alt Social 

Studies assessment.  The number of HISD students ranged from 110 in grade 10 to 118 in 
grade 8. 

 
• For the TAKS-Alt social studies test, the state outperformed HISD on percent passing in all 

grades tested. For percent commended, HISD outperformed the state in grades 8 and 11. 
 
 • The state’s scores at the passing standard were 86 percent for eighth grade, 87 percent for 

tenth grade, and 80 percent for eleventh grade. The HISD scores at this same standard were 
72 percent for grade 8, 83 percent for grade 10, and 77 percent for grade 11.  

 
• Grade 10 for the state and grade 8 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of commended 

students on the science test with 10 percent and 8 percent commended, respectively. 
 
All Subjects Assessed 

State and HISD all subjects assessed results on the TAKS-Alt from 2008 and 2009 were 
examined.  The results are presented in Table 24.   
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Table 24: State and HISD English TAKS-Alt Results in All Subjects Assessed (Grades 3–11) 

for Students with Disabilities: Spring 2008 and 2009 
Number  
Tested

Percent 
Met Standard

Percent 
Commended

Grade 
Level

District/ 
State

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009
3 HISD 127 143 65 61 24 3 
 Texas 2,615 3,153 85 79 32 7 

4 HISD 95 130 67 55 19 0 
 Texas 2,405 2,865 84 76 30 4 

5 HISD 118 126 69 73 25 6 
 Texas 2,314 2,787 83 78 28 6 

6 HISD 101 120 77 61 14 9 
 Texas 2,381 2,730 85 77 34 5 

7 HISD 97 117 69 67 12 2 
 Texas 2,232 2,637 82 75 30 2 

8 HISD 92 118 68 56 18 5 
 Texas 2,519 2,729 87 72 40 3 

9 HISD 113 116 66 74 16 3 
 Texas 2,244 2,682 81 74 32 2 

10 HISD 107 110 67 70 19 4 
 Texas 2,052 2,258 78 74 26 2 

11 HISD 85 116 68 67 21 5 
 Texas 1,849 2,154 80 70 27 1 

 
• On the 2009 TAKS-Alt for all subjects assessed, with the exception of grade 9, the state 

outperformed HISD in all grades for percent passing. The state’s scores at the passing 
standard ranged from 70 percent for eleventh grade to 79 percent for third grade. The HISD 
scores at this same standard ranged from 55 percent for fourth grade to 74 percent for ninth 
grade. 

 
• For all subjects assessed, HISD outperformed or matched the state for percent commended in 

7 of the 9 grades tested on the TAKS-Alt in 2009. 
 
• Grade 3 for the state and grade 6 for HISD reported the greatest percentage of commended 

students on all subjects assessed with 7 percent and 9 percent commended, respectively. 
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