MEMORANDUM September 7, 2011
TO: School Board Members

FROM: Terry B. Grier, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

SUBJECT: GALLUP STUDENT POLL
CONTACT: Carla Stevens, 713-556-6700

The development and administration of the Gallup Student Poll represents a collaborative effort
between America’s Promise Alliance, Gallup, Inc., and local government and community entities
to measure the pulse of today’s youth. The poll is designed to help decision makers, parents,
and community-oriented citizens better understand how youth are experiencing, evaluating, and
navigating their lives.

The poll was administered to students enrolled in grades 5 through 12 in the 2009-2010 and
2010-2011 school years. Students were asked a core battery of twenty questions that
measured their levels of hope (ideas and energy for the future), engagement (involvement in
and enthusiasm for school), and wellbeing (how students think about and experience their lives)
(Appendix A, p. 6). Gallup provided specific definitions for hope, engagement, and wellbeing
(Appendix B, p. 14).

In the 2009-2010 school year, school participation in the Gallup Student Poll was mandatory.
However, in the 2010-2011 school year, school participation in the Gallup Student Poll was
voluntary, and the participation rate in the district was very low. Of the 299 district campuses,
only 62 participated in the poll. Of these, 46 were 5" grade campuses (74.2 percent of the
polled campuses); 15 were campuses with 6"—8" grade students (24.2 percent of the polled
campuses); and eight were campuses with 9"-12" grade students (12.9 percent of the polled
campuses), none of which were comprehensive high schools (Figure 1). Participating
campuses are listed in Appendix C.

In addition, the distribution of survey responses for the 2010-2011 school year was skewed
towards fifth-grade students, who, according to Gallup, Inc., tend to have higher levels of
engagement than students in later grades. Given the low school participation rates for 2010—
2011, and the unbalanced population of poll participants, caution must be exercised when
examining the district averages and comparing them with state and national poll results.
However, reported results may prove useful to participating schools for understanding the hope,
engagement, and wellbeing of their particular student populations. All survey results were
calculated and disseminated by Gallup, Inc. Margins of error were not reported.

America’s Promise Alliance identifies Five Promises to kids that change lives: caring adults,
safe places, a healthy start, an effective education, and opportunities to help others. In the
2009-2010 school year, 63 percent of responding HISD students reported four of five of the
promises being met. In the 2010-2011 school year, 66 percent of responding students reported
four of five of the promises being met.
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Figure 1. Number of campuses participating in the Gallup Student Poll, 2009—2010 and 2010-2011.

Overall, the trends of students in HISD followed the state and national trends in 2009-2010 and
2010-2011. For both years, the percentage of HISD students feeling hopeful was slightly lower
than the state and the nation. A lower percentage of students in HISD and the state felt
engaged compared to the nation in 2009-2010, whereas a higher percentage of students in
HISD and the nation felt engaged compared to the state in 2010-2011. Both HISD and the state
had lower percentages of students who reported they were thriving as compared to the nation in
both survey years.

In the 2009-2010 school year, 54,172 HISD students responded to the questions assessing
hope (Appendix D, p. 22). Of them, 47 percent reported possessing numerous ideas and
abundant energy for the future (feel hopeful), 32 percent reported generating little momentum
toward the future (feel stuck), and 21 percent reported lacking ideas and energy for the future
(feel discouraged). These numbers were comparable to students across the state of Texas (48
percent hopeful, 33 percent stuck, and 19 percent discouraged) and slightly more negative than
national averages (50 percent hopeful, 33 percent stuck, and 17 percent discouraged) (Figure
2).

In the 2010-2011 school year, nearly 9,000 HISD students responded to the questions
assessing hope (Appendix B, p. 9). Of them, 49 percent reported possessing numerous ideas
and abundance energy for the future (feel hopeful), 30 percent reported generating little
momentum toward the future (feel stuck), and 21 percent reported lacking ideas and energy for
the future (feel discouraged). These numbers were comparable to students across the state of
Texas (48 percent hopeful, 33 percent stuck, and 19 percent discouraged) and slightly more
negative than national averages (53 percent hopeful, 31 percent stuck, and 16 percent
discouraged). While the majority of students at all grade levels expressed positive feelings
about the future, students in grades 5-11 reported that they lacked problem-solving skills. This
suggests that students need assistance creating strategies to succeed in order to benefit from
their high aspirations and morale.
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Figure 2. Students’ assessments of hope, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011.

A larger percentage of HISD students expressed engagement than the percentage that
expressed hope in the 2009-2010 school year (Appendix D, p. 23). Of the 54,677 responding
students, 49 percent reported being highly involved with and enthusiastic about school
(engaged); 29 percent reported attending school but not being involved with school or
enthusiastic about it (not engaged); and 22 percent reported undermining the education process
for themselves and others (actively disengaged) (Figure 3). HISD students conveyed levels of
engagement similar to those of other students in Texas (49 percent engaged, 30 percent not
engaged, and 21 percent actively disengaged). They were slightly less engaged than students
across the nation (52 percent engaged, 29 percent not engaged, and 19 percent actively
disengaged).

In the 2010-2011 school year, just over 9,000 HISD students responded to the questions
assessing engagement (Appendix B, p. 10). These students reported higher levels of
engagement than students reported in the 2009-2010 school year. Fifty-seven percent of the
respondents were highly involved with and enthusiastic about school (engaged); 26 percent
reported attending school but not being involved with school or enthusiastic about it (not
engaged); and 17 percent reported undermining the education process for themselves and
others (actively disengaged). HISD’s respondents conveyed levels of engagement slightly
higher than those of other students in Texas (53 percent engaged, 28 percent not engaged, and
19 percent actively disengaged) and equal to those across the nation (57 percent engaged, 26
percent not engaged, and 17 percent actively disengaged). Most students reported having a
best friend at school, but fewer than 50 percent of respondents reported feeling safe at school,
receiving recognition or praise for doing good schoolwork in the previous seven days, and
having opportunities to do their best.

Based on the responses of 60,117 HISD students, 58 percent of students in the district thought
about their present and future lives in positive terms (are thriving) in the 2009—2010 school year
(Appendix D, p. 24). According to Gallup, Inc., thriving students tend to be in good health and



have strong social support. Forty percent of the students reported lacking positive thoughts and
experiences (are struggling) (Figure 4). Struggling students tend to worry about meeting the
daily demands of life. About two percent of the students reported thinking about their current
and future lives in negative terms (are suffering). They tend to have less access to basic needs
like good food and healthcare. HISD student thriving levels were slightly below the state and the
nation (59 percent and 62 percent, respectively). There was a slightly higher proportion of
struggling students in HISD than in the rest of the state (39 percent) and nation (37 percent);
and the percent of students that reported suffering was the same in HISD as those who reported
suffering in the state and slightly higher than those who reported suffering in the nation (1
percent).
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Figure 3. Students’ assessments of engagement, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011.

In the 2010-2011 school year, about 10,000 HISD students responded to the questions
assessing wellbeing (Appendix B, p. 11). Sixty-one percent of them reported thinking about their
present and future lives in positive terms (are thriving). Just over a third of the students (37
percent) reported lacking positive thoughts and experiences (are struggling). About two percent
of the students reported thinking about their current and future lives in negative terms (are
suffering). HISD student thriving levels were slightly below the state (62 percent) and the nation
(65 percent). There was a slightly higher proportion of struggling students in HISD than in the
rest of the state (36 percent) and nation (33 percent); and the percent of students that reported
suffering was the same in HISD as those who reported suffering in the state and the nation.



70 -

65
62 61 62
60 -
S 50 -
E 40
§ 40 1 = BHISD
%, 30 - Z OTexas
i % @USA
3]
S 20 - %
10 - %
7
7

2009-2010 2010-2011 2009-2010 2010-2011 2009-2010 2010-2011
Thriving Struggling Suffering

Figure 4. Students’ assessments of well-being, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011.

Hope, wellbeing, and engagement are interrelated and are theorized to drive students’ grades,
achievement test scores, retention in school, and future employment. In the 2009-2010 school
year, 67 percent of hopeful students were engaged and 56 percent of thriving students were
engaged. In the 2010-2011 school year, 76 percent of hopeful students were engaged; 65
percent of thriving students were engaged; and 81 percent of students who strongly agreed that
their school is committed to building their strengths were engaged (Appendix B, p. 8).
Addressing factors like students’ lack of success strategies and needs for praise and safety may
increase this community’s ability to successfully retain and effectively educate our children.
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Attachments

cc: Superintendent’s Direct Reports
Chief School Officers
School Improvement Officers
Martha Salazar-Zamora
Mark White



GALLUP Student Poll

Appendix A

AMERICAS PROMISE
ALLIANCE

Measuring Hope, Engagement, and Well-Being of America’s Students
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Please imagine a ladder with steps numbered from zero at the bottom to ten at the top. The top of the ladder represents the best
possible life for you and the bottom of the ladder represents the worst possible life for you. On which step of the ladder would
you say you personally feel you stand at this time?

On which step do you think you will stand about five years from now?
I know I will graduate from high school.

There is an adult in my life who cares about my future.

I can think of many ways to get good grades.

I energetically pursue my goals.

I can find lots of ways around any problem.

I know I will find a good job after I graduate.

I have a best friend at school.

I feel safe in this school.

. My teachers make me feel my schoolwork is important.

. If T miss school, an adult from school calls home to ask how I am doing.

. At this school, I have the opportunity to do what I do best every day.

. In the last seven days, I have received recognition or praise for doing good schoolwork.

. In the last month, I volunteered my time to help others.

Please think about yesterday, from the morning until the end of the day. Think about where you were, what were doing, who you

were with, and how you felt as you respond to the next six items.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Were you treated with respect all day yesterday?

Did you smile or laugh a lot yesterday?

Did you learn or do something interesting yesterday?

Did you have enough energy to get things done yesterday?

Do you have health problems that keep you from doing things other people your age can do?

If you are in trouble, do you have family or friends you can count on whenever you need them?

Following the 20 core items are demographic items and one randomly selected additional index. The Gallup Student Poll will be

administered to students in grades 5 through 12 via a secure Web site at school twice during the school year. For more information,

visit www.gallupstudentpoll.com.

CopYRIGHT © 2009 GALLUP, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Appendix C

Campuses Participating in the Gallup Student Poll, 2010-2011

Campus Grades served on campus

Grade 5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Almeda ES X

Barrick ES

Blackshear ES

Briarmeadow ES

Briscoe ES

Brookline ES

Burrus ES

Clifton MS

Cook ES

Cornelius ES

Crawford ES

Crespo ES

Davila ES

X OIX X X X X X |X |X |X |X X |X
x

Durkee ES

Edison MS X

Empowerment HS X

Franklin ES X

Garden Oaks ES

Harris, J.R. ES

Harris, R.P. ES

Harvard ES

X X |IX |IX |X

Henderson, N.Q. ES

High School Ahead Academy X

x

Highland Heights ES

Hobby ES X

Hogg MS X

HSPVA X

Jackson MS X

Johnston MS X

Lyons ES

Montgomery ES

Oak Forest ES

Osborne ES

X X |IX X |X

Paige ES

Henry, Patrick MS X

Petersen ES

Poe ES

Red ES

X X |IX X

Rodriguez, ES




Appendix C (continued)

Campuses Participating in the Gallup Student Poll, 2010-2011

Campus

Grades served on campus

Grade 5

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Roosevelt ES

Rucker ES

Rusk

Sanchez, ES

X X |X

Scarborough HS

Seguin ES

Shearn ES

Sherman ES

Smith, K ES

X |IX |IX X

South Early College HS

Southmayd ES

Stevens ES

Sutton ES

Tijerina ES

Travis ES

Valley West ES

X X |IX X X [X

Washington HS

Westbury HS

Williams, M.C. MS

Windsor Village ES

Worthing HS

Yates HS

Young ES
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Appendix D, continued
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