
November 27, 2023 

Calendar 

 

December 2 

Saturday Tutorials,  

9 AM—12 Noon 

 

December 5-11 

STAAR Re-Testing 

 

December 9 & 16 

Saturday Tutorials,  

9 AM—12 Noon 

 

Dec. 22-Jan. 5 

Winter Break for  

Students 

2023-

2024  

HISD  

Calen-

dar 

 

STAAR Score Look-Up 

Do you want to look up your student’s STAAR Scores? 

https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html 

1. You can access your child's STAAR test results in the 
Student Portal on the Texas Assessment website. 

2. If you do not have your access code, click on “How do I 
look up my access code?”. 

3. Enter your child’s PEIMS ID (their Social Security num-
ber), Date of Birth, and Legal First Name. 

4. If your child is in the system, the access code will auto-
matically populate.  Click “Go to Login”. 

5. Re-enter your child’s Date of Birth and Legal First Name. 

6. Click “Sign On”. 

7. If you have questions, please contact your student’s 
Dean. 

STAAR Re-Testing Begins Next Week 

Tuesday, Dec. 5 – English I 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 – US History 
Thursday, Dec. 7 – English II 
Friday, Dec. 8 – Algebra  
Monday, Dec. 11 – Biology 
 
Student notifications will be distributed this week   
 
General information:   

• Testers will need their student ID, their charged laptop 
and charger 
• Report time each day is 7:45 AM 
 

https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.texasassessment.gov%2Ffamilies.html&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7Cb7bf058cfc8341b454d908dbef97a62e%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C1%7C0%7C638367206837142848%7CUnkno
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School News 

It’s a GREAT DAY 

to be a WOLF! 

Environmental Program: 

Westside's Enviornmental program 
won a grant from the National Wildlife 
Federation this fall to restore part of 
our wetland on Wolf Prairie.  Students 
have been learning about building 
green infrastructure as part of the Re-
silience in Schools and Communities 
(RiSC) group.  Ms. Amato has been 
hosting the group every other Friday 
in V101.  The Galveston Bay Founda-
tion led a workshop on our watershed 
which challenged students to build a 
3D model to understand flooding and 
pollution.  On Nov 13th, two land-
scape architects from TBG Associates 
joined us to do a site visit.  They were 
very impressed with Wolf Prairie and 
our wetland.  They offered sugges-
tions for improving water retention and 
drainage.  We enjoyed learning about 
their career field and their educational 
path.  Watch this space for more up-
dates on our progress in building a 
rain garden and improving the wet-
land! 

Boys Basketball: 

 Westside Boys Basketball participated in The Rebounders Club Thanksgiving Classic 
at The Woodlands High School over the break.  Westside won 2 of 3 games.  The 
Wolves defeated both Aldine and Alief Hastings to win the Consolation Champion-
ship.  Braelen Berard was named to the All-Tournament Team. Way to go, Wolves! 
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Announcements 

 

 

December 2, 9 & 16 

9 AM—12 Noon 
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Announcements 



 

TSIA2 

The Texas Success Initiative Assessment 2.0, better known as the TSIA2, is a series of placement tests for 
students who plan to enroll in Texas public colleges & universities. These tests help Texas schools deter-
mine whether a current high school senior is ready for college-level courses in reading, writing, and math 
upon their college enrollment.  

 Students are not required to take the TSI if they have met college readiness standards through the 
SAT or successfully completed a high school college preparatory course. Students are recommended to 
contact the college they will be attending to see if they need to take the TSI. SAT Score Exemptions are as 
follows: Evidence-based Reading & Writing: 480 and Math: 530 

 In the case that a student does not pass one or all parts (reading, writing and math) of the TSI, they 
will be required to enroll in developmental education classes during their freshman year of college and must 
pass the course before being able to move onto their additional required college-level courses, such as Col-
lege Algebra and English Composition. These developmental courses are “Credit/No Credit” only, meaning 
they do not count towards a student’s college GPA, and they are also not covered by financial aid.  

 To determine if your student will need to take the TSI, have them log into their College Board ac-
count to view their SAT scores. If a student is unable to login and/or needs to reset their account, contact 
College Board Customer Service at 866-756-7346. It is highly recommended that students use their person-
al email addresses for their account as they will lose access to their HISD email following graduation. 

Questions? Contact: Abby Paredes 

281-920-8000 (College Center) Ext. 036153 | Abigail.Paredes@houstonisd.org (Email) 

Page 5 

Announcements 

Click to learn more about HB114 related to vaping: https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod.idp.collegeboard.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C3ab85e1be60046f0024b08dbb54bc695%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7C0%7C638303109275136529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
mailto:Kitzia.Soto@houstonisd.org
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791
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College Center Announcements for Seniors 

Financial aid: 

 

FAFSA - While FAFSA traditionally becomes available every October, due to major changes to the application and website, 
the 2024-2025 FAFSA application will not be made available until December 2023. An official release date has not been 
confirmed but colleges across the U.S. are aware of this change. However, the College Center is recommending students 
to still submit by the original priority deadline of January 15th, to be safe. A major change to keep out for is that what was 
previously known as the “Student Aid Report” will now be shown as “FAFSA Submission Summary.” 

 

TASFA – The biggest update to share about TASFA this year is that it will now available online! Each student and one 
parent/guardian will create an account and complete the application online and will have the ability to send their completed 
online TASFA applications to up 10 schools. 

 
Scholarships: 

HISD has provides students with a list of “Hot Scholarships” that are available to them throughout their senior year. The Hot 
Scholarship list for October-December is accessible through each student Schoolinks account and be found the by following 
these steps: Digital Resources > Schoolinks > Finances > Scholarship Matching  

 
 

Testing: 

 
SAT for Seniors - There are still several opportunities for seniors to take the SAT and/or ACT this school year! While many 
schools remain test optional, meaning SAT test scores are not required to be sent as part of the admissions process, a 
school may still ask for a student’s test scores to determine that they are “college ready.” To meet this criterion, a student 
must have scored the following: Evidence-based Reading & Writing: 480 and Math: 530 

 

SAT for Juniors - A major change to the SAT is that starting in March 2024, all SAT exams given will be digital. Click here 
to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-2024 academic year. Juniors will take the School Day SAT in March 2024, and are 
recommended not to test before then as they will not have covered some material yet. 

 

ACT – Click here to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-2024 academic year. 

 
College and Career Planning: 

 

• College Center Advisors are currently presenting in all Senior English 4 classes to discuss all things related to the col-

lege application process and Schoolinks account setup/utilization. 

• Open lab in in the college center is as follows: 

 During lunch 

 Off campus (7th period) 

 After school (on occasions if we’re in a classroom presentation throughout the day)   

 On very few occasions, the college center will be closed due to presentations or trainings. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7C0%7C638322167220568232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highered.texas.gov%2Four-work%2Fempowering-our-students%2Ftasfa%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsatsuite.collegeboard.org%2Fhelp-center%2Fwhat-are-anticipated-sat-test-dates&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13e
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-act%2Fregistration.html&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b33889599
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Get Involved! 
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Get Involved! 

List of Clubs & Orgs 

https://www.houstonisd.org/domain/37759


School Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs   
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Quick Links 

HISD Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org  

School Pay:  

https://www.schoolpay.com/ 

Submit stories and photos for eNews: 

barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs
https://www.houstonisd.org
https://www.schoolpay.com/
mailto:barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org

