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BARBARA BUSH ELEMENTARY BOBCATS – September 4, 2019 

Houston Independent School District 

www.houstonisd.org/bushelem 
 

To sign up to receive news from HISD via e-mail, visit www.houstonisd.org/subscribe  

HISD Inclement Weather Hotline 713-267-1704 

K-12 Radio Listen Now!! houstonisd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
September 12 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

MP Room   
Parents’ Night 

Grades 3-4 

September 13  Summer Reading  
Logs Due  

September 17 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  
MP Room  

Parents’ Night 
Grades 1-2 

September 19 10:45 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Museum of Fine Arts 

3rd Grade Field Trip  

September 20  Progress Reports 
 Go Home  

September 27 7:30 a.m. – 11: 30 a.m.  Early Dismissal  

October 1  8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Individual Picture Day 

October  9  Fall Student Holiday  

HANDBOOK HIGHLIGHTS 
     BIRTHDAY TREAT POLICY 

Cupcake frosting is very difficult for the custodians to 
clean from the cafeteria tables, chairs, and floor. Our 
cafeteria seating area must be clean and hygienic as 
many classes rotate through the cafeteria every day. 
Frosted cupcakes will not be allowed to be brought to 
school for a birthday treat. Suggested birthday treats 
are donuts, brownies, unfrosted cupcakes, or cookies. 
Keep in mind, we have several students who have 
severe allergies to nuts when bringing in birthday 
treats for your child’s birthday. Please make sure 
these treats do not include any nut products.  

The entire handbook is available at:  
www.bushelementary.org 

 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS EVERY DAY 
All students must attend school every day. If your 
child is sick with a fever or vomiting, then your child 
must stay at home. Our goal at Bush Elementary is 
98% attendance. In order to achieve this goal, there 
can’t be more than 9 students absent in the entire 
school on any given day. A high attendance rate helps 
all students and teachers at Bush Elementary in three 
important way:  
*Students who attend school every day are learning.  
  *A 98% attendance rate means Bush Elementary           
receives 98% of the funds allocated to run the school           
to pay for teachers’ salaries and materials.  
  *A 98% attendance rate school-wide means Bush 
Elementary receives the highest rating in the state. 
 

All members of the Bush Elementary family are proud 
of all of our school’s accomplishments. To continue 
to be a highly-rated school, we must have a high 
attendance rate from all students from pre-
kindergarten through fifth grade.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECTACULAR SCIENCE 
The Spectacular Science Word for the week of 

September 2nd is hazard.  
 

DRESS CODE GUIDELINES  
Thank you to all families that joined PTO early!  Last 
Friday’s free dress pass day was a special treat for those 
families.  As a reminder, the Bush Dress Code is in 
effect every day. 

 

BOBCAT NEWS - PARENTS’ NIGHT 
The most important meetings of the year for Bush are 
Parents’ Night on September 12, 2019 for grades 3-4, and 
September 17, 2019 for grades 1-2. Each Parent’s Night is 
from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. These meetings are VERY EARLY 
in the school year and are purposefully not called an Open 
House. They are different in format and purpose from a 
traditional school open house. The meetings will be held in 
the Multi-Purpose room starting at 6:00 p.m. During these 
meetings, you will have the opportunity to be introduced to 
the Bush staff and hear Ms. Rose’s State of the School 
Message. Then, PTO will review the year and discuss its 
budget. When this message is finished, parents will be 
dismissed to the classrooms.  
Teachers will then outline the grade level curriculum, 
communication, procedures, grading, test schedules, and 
much more. The goal is to give parents all the information 
they need EARLY in the year so that they can be supportive 
partners in their child’s education.  
 
These meetings are designed for adults. Please make other 
arrangements for children so that there is plenty of room for 
all the adults who will attend. 
 

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS  
One of the core values of HISD is “Safety Above all Else.” In 
order to provide a safe environment for every student, HISD 
enacted a policy requiring a voluntary criminal history check 
for persons who volunteer in our schools.  
 
ALL parents who plan to volunteer in your child’s room, help 
in the cafeteria, eat lunch with their child or would like to 
serve as a chaperone on future trips, must follow the 
procedures for the background check. Log-on to 
www.houstonisd.org/vipslogin and follow the directions. It 
takes two to three weeks to get clearance, so it is 
important to do it now. Even if you’ve completed the 
process in the past, all parents must register again, this 
year.  

 
 

http://www.houstonisd.org/subscribe
http://www.bushelementary.org/
http://www.houstonisd.org/vipslogin


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSH BOBCATS – OUR LEARNING KNOWS NO LIMITS 2019-20 
It is the policy of the Houston Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of age, color, handicap or disability, ancestry, national 
origin, marital status, race, religion, sex, veteran status, or political affiliation in its educational or employment programs and activities. 

 

PARENT GT INFORMATION MTGS 
HISD's Gifted and Talented Department will host 
three Gifted and Talented Parent Informational 
Sessions to inform parents about the services offered 
within the district. Each session will contain the same 
content. The intended audience is parents who would 
like to learn more about the Gifted and 
Talented/Vanguard Program within HISD. Students 
are not required to attend, nor will there be childcare. 
 

Session dates include: 
Monday, September 16, 2019 
Monday, October 14, 2019 
Wednesday, November 13, 2019.  
 

Each session will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. in 
the HMW Boardroom located at Hattie Mae White 
ESC, 4400 West 18th St. Houston, TX 77092-8501. 
 Parents are not required to attend the meeting to 
apply for the Gifted and Talented Programs. The 
sessions will review frequently asked questions 
surrounding the Gifted and Talented Program. 
 

RAINY DAY PLAN  
Plan for rainy or “bad weather” days. Be sure you have 
a rainy-day plan for your child. Make sure that your 
child knows what he or she is to do if it is raining at 
dismissal time. Please do not call the school office 
with instructions and messages. This should be 
handled in advance. As the weather in Houston is very 
unpredictable, it is highly recommended that parents 
purchase an inexpensive fold-up rain poncho and 
place it in their child’s backpack. This poncho can be 
“saved for a rainy day”. We can load more students 
into cars if they can walk farther down the driveway 
to enter waiting cars. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE POSTION 
Do you want to be Principal for a Day or Assistant 
Principal for a Day? Every student who has perfect 
attendance with two or fewer tardies for the first nine 
weeks will be eligible for his/her name to be placed in 
a drawing to be Principal for a Day. In addition, every 
student who earns “E” in conduct for the first nine 
weeks will be eligible for his/her name to be placed in 
a drawing to be Assistant Principal for a Day. One 
boy’s name and one girl’s name will be drawn from the 
pool of eligible students during morning 
announcements at the end of the first nine–week 
grading period for each incentive. The Principals and 
Assistant Principals for a Day will be notified of their 
“work” day after the drawing. 
 

VACATIONS 
Please remember to plan your family vacations and 
trips during regular school holidays like 
Thanksgiving, winter break, and spring break. Family 
vacations cannot be considered excused absences by 
the State of Texas. As a result, they are recorded as 
unexcused absences. All students must have a 98%  
attendance rate. Every day at school is important. All 
students must attend school up to and including the 
last day on May 29, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NURSE’S RULE 
Please do not send your sick child to school. If your 
child has a fever, pink eye, or upset stomach, please 
keep him or her at home. We have lots of folks under 
our roof every day. For the health and safety of ALL 
students, it is very important that children stay home 
when they are ill. Students who have thrown up 
during the night or who are running a fever cannot be 
sent to school. Students must be fever free for 24 
hours without fever-reducing medication before 
returning to school. When your child returns to 
school, please send a signed note stating the days your 
child was absent and the reason for the absence. 
 

LONG DISTANCE PHONE NUMBERS 
It is imperative that all information on each child’s 
enrollment card be complete and current. We have a 
few parents who have long distance phone numbers 
listed. Please make sure we have local phone numbers 
on file because we are unable to make long distance 
calls from the school. 
 

EARLY PICK UPS 
Please do not plan to pick up your child after 2:15 p.m. 
from the office. To ensure a safe dismissal, students 
will not be called to the office to be picked up after 
2:15 p.m. Thank you for helping to make dismissal safe 
for all our students. 

PTO NEWS!  
There is still time to join the BBE PTO. You can make 
a difference for your school and your child’s class. At 
the end of the 2019-20 Membership Drive - this Friday 
(September 6) – the class(es) with the highest 
percentage of students whose families have joined will 
earn Bush Bucks for their teacher to spend at the Book 
Fair on new books for the classroom.  

 

SCHOOL STORE HOURS  
Tuesday and Friday 7:30 a.m., - 8:00 a.m.  

Friday 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 a.m.  
Apparel is now available online at www.bbepto.com 

 

BUSH DIRECTORY  
To help the PTO achieve our “Go Green” initiative, we 
will be collecting student/parent information online 
again this year. We are inviting you to fill out 
information for ALL your children that attend Bush 
Elementary on the website ONLY if you want your 
information to be included in the Bush Directory. 
THE DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 23! Go online to 
BBEPTO.com – Program & Events – Directory 
Information Sign-Up.  
 

HELP NEEDED 
Morning carpool could use your help beginning 
September 9th, 7:15-7:30 a.m. any days you can help. 
Please contact Kelly at bbesafety@gmail.com for more 
information.  
If you would like to volunteer in the library, please 
contact Najwan Nayef at najwan.nayef@gmail.com for 
more information.  
We are still looking for some room parents to help the 
teachers. Ask your child’s teacher how you can 
become a room parent.  
 
 

http://www.bbepto.com/
mailto:bbesafety@gmail.com
mailto:najwan.nayef@gmail.com

