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Monday – 30 minutes 
Activity / Task Informational Text: Central Idea 

 
1. Today you will use clues, such as the section heading and 

details to find the central idea in Why We Watch Animals using 
the anchor chart below.  

2. Read the section titled Why We Watch Animals or choose your own informational text to answer 
the questions below in the chart.  

3. Present the central idea and details of the text to someone at home. 
 

  
 
  
 

HMH Resource. Used with Permission 

Central Idea: Why We Watch Animals 
 
1. What is the central idea of the section title 

Getting to Know Animals?   

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________ 

 
2. What are two details that support the central 
idea of the section Getting to Know Animals?  

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________ 

 
3. What is the central idea of the section titled 
Animal Spies?   

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 
 
4. What are two details that support the central 
idea of the section Animal Spies? 

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 
 

  

Resources 

 
• Houston Public Library KIDS Reading Lists 
 

  

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mOpY5cTroacUMhMkH5xs45BI6KQcQ_JF/view?usp=sharing
http://houstonlibrary.org/kids-book-lists
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Tuesday – 30 minutes 
Activity / Task Informational Text: What’s the Author’s Purpose?   

 
1. Today you will notice and name the language and techniques 

the author uses in the text. 
2. Read Why We Watch Animals or choose your own informational text to complete the chart 

below.  
3. Share the author’s craft with someone at home. Remember, you can use the author’s 

techniques to communicate with the reader and make your writing interesting.  
 

  
 
  
 

H Resource. Used with Permission 
Notice and Name: Author’s Craft  

Notice:  

Text 

Example 

 

Why did the 

author do 

this?   

Name: Craft  

In the text I 
noticed the 
author…pg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I think the 
author did this 
to… 

The author’s 
craft move is 
called… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Evaluate the author’s writing:  
 

I give this text     /5 STARS 
because…. 
 
 
 

  

Resources 

 
• Houston Public Library KIDS Reading Lists 
 

  

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mOpY5cTroacUMhMkH5xs45BI6KQcQ_JF/view?usp=sharing
http://houstonlibrary.org/kids-book-lists
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Wednesday – 30 minutes 
Activity / Task It’s Writing Time! 

 
Look at the image. Explain your thoughts.   

• I think this image is about… 
 
Think about the quote below and explain the 
meaning:  

• I think this quote means … 
 
Discuss if you agree or disagree with the 
quote.  

• I agree/disagree with the quote 
because… 

 
 
Think about examples in which people are like other kinds of animals. Write about how you are 
similar to an animal. Explain which animal you are most alike and why. Share your writing with 
someone at home.  
 

Written Composition: Informational Text  
 

Brainstorm/Prewriting: 
 
 
 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

* Does my writing make sense?  *Did I check my spelling? 
*Did I check my grammar?  *Did I use author’s craft moves? 

  
 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
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Wednesday – 30 minutes 
Resources 

 
• Houston Public Library KIDS Reading Lists 
 

 

Thursday –30 minutes 
Activity / Task Vocabulary: Context Clues  

 
1. Click the link and read the text titled Why We Watch Animals to 

complete the graphic organizer below. 
2. Discuss your new understanding of the words with someone at 

home in a conversation.  

Vocabulary: Context Clues 
HMH Images/Resource. 
Used with Permission 

My Sentence: The relationship between 
people and their pets can be very affectionate.  
 
Meaning: I think this word means… 
 
 
New Sentence:  

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

Discuss:  
What are some relationships that you cherish?    

My Sentence:  Usually my cat is friendly, but 
today he is being a little antisocial.   
 
Meaning: I think this word means… 
 
 
New Sentence:  

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

 
Discuss:  
Why is it important for living things to stay 
hydrated?  
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http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://houstonlibrary.org/kids-book-lists
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mOpY5cTroacUMhMkH5xs45BI6KQcQ_JF/view?usp=sharing
https://pixabay.com/images/id-2405218/
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Thursday –30 minutes 
Resources 

 
• Houston Public Library KIDS Reading Lists 
 

 

Friday 
Spring Holiday 

 

 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://houstonlibrary.org/kids-book-lists

