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Student Weekly Learning Targets 

1. I can read for longer amounts of time.  
2. I can read the same book over multiple days. 
3. I can study the characters and setting in a novel.  

 

Monday 

Memorial Day  

 

Tuesday 

During the next week, you will complete an independent novel study. You can pick any “just-right” book in order to 
complete the novel study. Be sure to choose a book you are interested in and can read over the next 5 days. Here are 
some suggestions available on MackinVia (access through the Digital Resources in the HUB): 

• The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy 

• Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 

• The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya 

• Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
 
1. To begin, take a few minutes to browse MackinVia and choose a book to read for the next week.  
2. Next, create a Reading Calendar to make sure that you stay on track and can finish the book in the 5-day 

timeframe. 
3. Now, read until you meet the first goal on your calendar. Be sure to follow the pace you’ve set for yourself. You can 

do it!  
4. Write a half-page reflection that answers the question: What parts of the story can I relate to so far? 
5. Finally, choose one item from the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word Document.  

Wednesday 

1. Begin today by referring to your Reading Calendar and checking your day 2 goal.  
2. Next, read until you reach your day 2 goal. Feel free to take a break or two as you are reading! You might even 

want a snack. 
3. Write a half page-reflection that answers the question: How do I relate to the main character? What characteristics 

do we share or not share? 
4. Finally, choose another item from the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word Document. 

Thursday 

1. Begin today by referring to your Reading Calendar and checking your day 3 goal.  
2. Next, keep reading your book so you meet your day 3 goal. You can do this. Keep going! 
3. Today is a workday. You can use this time to finish the items from the Choice Board you started Tuesday and 

Wednesday. If you have already finished your work, please read ahead.  

Friday 

1. You probably already guessed that today begins with looking at your Reading Calendar and checking your day 4 
goal. 

2. Next, keep reading. You are well on your way through your novel! Keep up the great work! Make sure you reach 
your day 4 goal.  

3. Today, you will choose another option on the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word 
Document. 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
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Monday 

1. Today is your last day of reading! Be sure to check your Reading Calendar so you keep in mind your day 5 goal.  
2. Today, you will choose your last item from the Choice Board. When you are done with your assignment, work on 

your other assignments to make sure you have completed a total of four items.  
3. When you are finished, be sure to submit the work to your teacher.  

 

Student-Produced Weekly Product 

By the end of the week, you will have completed a novel study and will have the following products. Consider checking 
them off as you go. 

 Completed Reading Calendar  

 4 assignments from the Independent Novel Study Choice Board 

 2 half-page reflections 

 
*All bolded items can be found in the Resources Packet. You may use the handout or copy the graphic into your 
notebook or on a sheet of paper. 
 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf


MY READING CALENDAR
Pace yourself, so you stay on track with your 

novel!

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Day Pages Keep Track! Give yourself a       or adjust the number of pages 
for each day. If you want to jot a note, here’s the spot to do it. 
Don’t be afraid to write all over this section!

EX. 1-15 Yikes! I didn’t even get through half of this amount. I need to go back and 
look at maybe reading fewer pages tomorrow.  
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INDEPENDENT NOVEL STUDY

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Write 5 interview 
questions for the 
antagonist in the story.  
Then answer them in the 
antagonist’s voice! 

What is the setting of the 
story? Use a Venn 
Diagram to compare and 
contrast the setting of 
the story to where you 
live. 

Draw a picture of the 
main character using 
details from the text. 
Label your drawing like a 
science diagram! 

Choose a paragraph with 
a lot of figurative 
language. Imitate the 
Paragraph, trying to 
copy some of the author’s 
craft moves. 

Write a diary entry from 
the main character’s 
point-of-view explaining 
why they made a certain 
decision in the story.

Identify the conflict in 
the story. How does it 
start? Could it have been 
avoided? Write about the 
event like a nature or 
sports commentator. 

Do some research about 
your novel’s genre (e.g., 
dystopian, fantasy, 
romance). Find 3-5 
characteristics of that 
genre and create a genre 
one-pager.  

What is the point-of-view 
of the story (first person, 
third limited etc.)? Why 
do you think the author 
chose to write in this 
point-of-view?

Choose a paragraph in 
the story that has a lot of 
description and creates a 
mood. Re-write it, using 
specific words to change 
the mood (e.g. festive to 
unhappy).

https://work.chron.com/skills-sports-commentator-21876.html


IMITATE THE PARAGRAPH
Choose a paragraph in the story and write your own 

version. 

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Paragraph 
from the 
book:

My 
paragraph:



IMITATE THE PARAGRAPH (exemplar)
Choose a paragraph in the story and write your own 

version. 

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

At nine they stopped work, and sung, as usual, 
before they went to bed. No one but Beth could 
get much music out of the old piano; but she 
had a way of softly touching the yellow keys, 
and making a pleasant accompaniment to the 
simple songs they sung. Meg had a voice like a 
flute, and she and her mother led the little choir. 
Amy chirped like a cricket, and Jo wandered 
through the airs at her own sweet will, always 
coming out at the wrong place with a croak or a 
quaver that spoilt the most pensive tune. 

-Excerpted from Little Women, Louisa 
May Alcott (public domain)

At three, they stopped working and played 
soccer, as usual, before they went home. No one 
but Philip could make the deflated soccer ball 
fly, but he had a way of softly toeing the frayed 
ball, and making sure that everyone got a 
chance to kick it around. Devonte had the talent 
of a master weaver, and he and his brother led 
the ragtag team. Carlos hopped around like a 
frog, and Moises wandered around the players 
in his own thoughts, always coming to a 
complete halt right before the ball could go into 
the net. 

Paragraph 
from the 
book:
I notice a lot 
of adjectives 
in front of the 
noun, and I 
also see a few 
similes.

My 
paragraph:
I tried to 
copy how the 
paragraph 
was 
structured, 
and I also 
copied the 
types of 
similes and 
adjectives 
from the 
original.
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