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Student Weekly Learning Targets 

1. I can read for longer amounts of time.  
2. I can read the same book over multiple days. 
3. I can study the characters and setting in a novel.  

 

Monday 

Memorial Day  

 

Tuesday 

During the next week, you will complete an independent novel study. You can pick any “just-right” book in order to 
complete the novel study. Be sure to choose a book you are interested in and can read over the next 5 days. Here are 
some suggestions available on MackinVia (access through the Digital Resources in the HUB): 

• Refugee by Alan Gratz 

• Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

• The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandesai 

• The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez 
 
1. To begin, take a few minutes to browse MackinVia and choose a book to read for the next week.  
2. Next, create a Reading Calendar to make sure that you stay on track and can finish the book in the 5-day 

timeframe. 
3. Now, read until you meet the first goal on your calendar. Be sure to follow the pace you’ve set for yourself. You can 

do it!  
4. Write a half-page reflection that answers the question: What parts of the story can I relate to so far? 
5. Finally, choose one item from the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word Document.  

Wednesday 

1. Begin today by referring to your Reading Calendar and checking your day 2 goal.  
2. Next, read until you reach your day 2 goal. Feel free to take a break or two as you are reading! You might even 

want a snack. 
3. Write a half page-reflection that answers the question: How do I relate to the main character? What characteristics 

do we share or not share? 
4. Finally, choose another item from the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word Document. 

Thursday 

1. Begin today by referring to your Reading Calendar and checking your day 3 goal.  
2. Next, keep reading your book so you meet your day 3 goal. You can do this. Keep going! 
3. Today is a workday. You can use this time to finish the items from the Choice Board you started Tuesday and 

Wednesday. If you have already finished your work, please read ahead.  

Friday 

1. You probably already guessed that today begins with looking at your Reading Calendar and checking your day 4 
goal. 

2. Next, keep reading. You are well on your way through your novel! Keep up the great work! Make sure you reach 
your day 4 goal.  

3. Today, you will choose another option on the Choice Board. Complete it in your notebook or on a Word 
Document. 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
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Monday 

1. Today is your last day of reading! Be sure to check your Reading Calendar so you keep in mind your day 5 goal.  
2. Today, you will choose your last item from the Choice Board. When you are done with your assignment, work on 

your other assignments to make sure you have completed a total of four items.  
3. When you are finished, be sure to submit the work to your teacher.  

 

Student-Produced Weekly Product 

By the end of the week, you will have completed a novel study and will have the following products. Consider checking 
them off as you go. 

 Completed Reading Calendar  

 4 assignments from the Independent Novel Study Choice Board 

 2 half-page reflections 

 
*All bolded items can be found in the Resources Packet. You may use the handout or copy the graphic into your 
notebook or on a sheet of paper. 
 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/21808/HISD-Graduate-Vision.pdf


MY READING CALENDAR
Pace yourself, so you stay on track with your 

novel!

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Day Pages Keep Track! Give yourself a       or adjust the number of pages 
for each day. If you want to jot a note, here’s the spot to do it. 
Don’t be afraid to write all over this section!

EX. 1-15 Yikes! I didn’t even get through half of this amount. I need to go back and 
look at maybe reading fewer pages tomorrow.  
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INDEPENDENT NOVEL STUDY
CHOICE BOARD 

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Draw a picture of the 
main character using 
details from the text. 
Label your drawing like a 
science diagram! 

What is the conflict of 
the story? Compare and 
contrast the character’s 
conflict to one you have 
experienced or read 
about in another book. 

Write a summary of a 
chapter in your book. 
Start with Somebody 
Wanted But So Then and 
then expand your 
summary into a 4-5 
sentence paragraph. 

Keep a track of new 
vocabulary in the Word 
Wiz tracker. 

What motivates the 
character in the story? 
How does this impact the 
events in the story? 
Create a diagram or chart 
showing your thinking. 

How does the setting 
influence the values and 
beliefs of the characters? 
Track 4 occasions of this 
in the Places and 
Perspectives graphic 
organizer. 

Do some research about 
your novel’s genre (e.g., 
dystopian, fantasy, 
romance). Find 3-5 
characteristics of that 
genre and create a genre 
one-pager.   

Choose an event that is 
an example of flashback 
in the novel. How does 
the flashback carry the 
story forward? Write 
your thoughts in a half-
page reflection. 

Consider two big 
ideas/themes in the text. 
How did the characters 
and events of the story 
contribute to the theme?
Use the Big Ideas to 
record your thinking.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-ki6TP4EYs


WORD WIZ
Keep track of new and unfamiliar 

words!

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Unknown 
Word and 
meaning

Original Sentence My sentence

belligerent
hostile and 
aggressive

Marisa turned belligerent, her 
neck muscles bulging forward 
like thick ropes. 

Micky was the most belligerent
kid in elementary school; he 
always found someone to bully 
during recess. 



PLACES AND PERSPECTIVES
How does setting influence the  

characters?

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

Setting The influence of the setting on 
characters’ values and beliefs

In Taliban-run Afghanistan, women and girls 
are not allowed to leave their homes 
without a male relative to escort them. 
Women are to keep their heads and bodies 
covered by wearing a burqa. 

When Osama finally gets discovered, she 
accepts the punishment she is given without 
putting up a fight. She truly feels like she 
was wrong for cutting her hair and going to 
school with boys. 



BIG IDEAS
How do the interactions of characters 

and the events in a story develop theme?

Graphic organizer created by HISD Secondary ELA using MS PowerPoint

•Qasim and Leila are hiding from the military 
forces that have come to rescue them. Because 
they were mistreated, they no longer know who 
to trust. Through the events and the way the 
characters react, the author is trying to say that 
war changes people.

Big Idea: 
War

Big Idea :

Big Idea:
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