
MEMORANDUM December 5, 2019

TO: Pamela Evans
Director, External Funding

FROM: Carta Stevens
Assistant Superintendent, Research and Accountability

SUBJECT:      TITLE I, PART A PRIVATE NONPROFIT SCHOOLS, 2018-2019

Nonprofit private schools are eligible for Title I funding (Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act), which is distributed through the local 
public school district. The Houston Independent School District's (HISD's) Department of 
External Funding has contracted with Catapult Learning to provide Title I services to eligible 
private, nonprofit schools within its boundaries. This is a summary of the evaluation of 
instructional support services provided by Catapult Learning to those schools during the 2018-
2019 school year.

Catapult Learning services began early in August 2018 and concluded early in June 2019. 
HISD's Title I funding supported Catapult Learning instructional services in reading/language 
arts, mathematics, and STEM for grades PreK-12 at 29 private nonprofit schools in 2018-2019. 
The scheduling of instructional services differed from school to school and were provided one to 
two times per week. Each session lasted approximately 45 minutes. Catapult Learning's 
instructional designs included AchieveLiteracy K-5, AchieveReading Flex, and AchieveMath 
which employ an 8:1 student-to-teacher ratio. Students who received Catapult Learning services 
took pre- and post-tests using the Catapult Learning Skills Assessment (grades PreK-12) or the 
ITBS/IOWA test (grades 1-8), which were converted into Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) scores 
to determine an average score for the program. In addition to instructional services, throughout 
the school year, Catapult Learning provided a variety of supports for instructional staff and 
parents.

Catapult Learning conducted the evaluation of its 2018-2019 services. Attached is the complete 
2018-2019 report. Key findings include:

• During the 2018-2019 school year, total of 609 students in grades PreK-12 received 973 
total instructional services in reading (n=427), mathematics (n=457), and STEM (n=89). 
During the 2019 summer, a total of 252 services in STEM, funded under Title I, were 
provided to students in grades PreK-12.

• Seventy-three (73) percent of reading students and 72 percent of mathematics students 
received 20 or more hours of Catapult Learning instruction in 2018-2019. Thirty-four (34) 
percent of students in reading and 29 percent in mathematics received 40 or more hours of 
Catapult Learning instruction in 2018-2019.

• Students with both a pre- and post-test were included in Catapult Learning's analyses of 
student achievement. In reading, 402 students scored an average 41 NCE points on the 
pre-test and an average 54 NCE points on the post-test, an average NCE gain of 13.1 
points. In mathematics, 436 students scored an average 35 NCE points on the pre-test and 
an average 49 NCE points on the post-test, an average NCE gain of 14 points.

• Catapult Learning provided 237 specialized services in academic counseling to students, 
parents, and teachers.



• Catapult Learning provided a variety of supports for parents. They held 14 Annual Title I 
Meetings during the fall semester for 54 parents, conducted 25 individual parent 
conferences throughout the school year, and held 22 STEM showcases for 198 parents 
throughout the 2018-2019 school year and summer.

• Progress reports were sent to parents four times during the school year, while newsletters 
and other materials were distributed to parents regularly. Forty-eight (48) parents 
participated in Title I Month events throughout the month of April to celebrate and reinforce 
student learning and achievement.

• Sixty-nine (69) parents of students who received Catapult Learning services completed a 
survey regarding their views about the program's services. The average of parents' ratings 
was 3.7 on a scale from 1 ("Strongly Disagree") to 4 ("Strongly Agree") when asked their 
level of agreement with the statement: "Overall, I was satisfied with the Catapult Learning 
program."

• Catapult Learning provided a variety of supports for instructional staff. They hosted one 
professional development seminar for 59 educators, and provided 30 coaching and 
consulting days to 10 schools.

• At the end of Catapult Learning's service delivery, a satisfaction survey was completed by 
11 (38 percent) out of 29 Title I private nonprofit school principals in HISD's boundaries. 
The average of their ratings was 8.4 on a scale from 1 ("not likely at all") to 10 ("extremely 
likely") when asked: "How likely is it that you would recommend Catapult Learning to 
another principal or colleague?"

Further distribution of this report is at your discretion. Should you have any further questions, 
please contact me at 713-556-6700.

Attachment

cc: Dr. Grenita Lathan Rene Barajas
Yolanda Rogriguez Glenn Reed
Silvia Trinh Carla Lewis






































































































































