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HISD announcing plans to add dual language programs to more schools

Dual language classroom tour to showcase student learning 

 
What:          The Houston Independent School District on Friday will announce the expansion of its Spanish dual language program. The program will be added this fall to nearly two dozen additional schools, allowing more students to take advantage of the opportunity to learn a second language. Currently, 31 HISD schools offer a Spanish dual language program.

Becoming bilingual and bicultural is an important part of receiving a global education, which students need if they are to compete and succeed in a 21st century global society. Research shows that students who learn new languages reap long-term academic and social benefits. Learning a new language improves students’ analytical skills and enhances their memory and creativity. It also helps students gain a more profound understanding of their own culture and develop a more positive attitude toward other cultures. Speaking more than one language also makes students more valuable in the workplace. 

Note: The announcement will be made at Law Elementary School, which is home to one of the district’s thriving dual language programs. Current dual language students will be featured during the presentation. A classroom tour of students engaged in dual language lessons will follow. Media are invited to attend both the presentation and the class tour. 

Who:           HISD Chief Academic Officer Daniel Gohl, HISD Global Education Director Farhan Shah, HISD Assistant Superintendent for Multilingual Programs Gracie Guerrero, Law Elementary School  Principal Hannah Harvey, Law Elementary School Dual Language Coordinator Cristina Chumillas Garcia and various Law Elementary dual language students and parents.

When:         Friday, Jan. 23, 9:30 a.m. 
Where:       Law Elementary School, 12401 South Coast, 77047
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The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with
282 schools and nearly 212,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan
area with more than 28,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.HoustonISD.org.
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