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What:                  Kashmere High School will celebrate the opening of a campus-based multiservice center that provides health, education, counseling, and workforce development services to students and their families. 

The Kashmere Success Center was launched in January by ProUnitas, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to empowering communities by connecting social service organizations and resources to students and families with unmet needs. 
                        
                                The center — supported by about 40 different non-profit, for-profit and municipal groups — includes a food and clothing pantry, a workforce and college readiness development room, and a counseling room. 
                                
ProUnitas was created by former Kashmere teacher Adeeb Barqawi, who formed the organization from his classroom after seeing firsthand how many students did not have access to quality food and healthcare. This will be HISD’s second ProUnitas center. The first was opened last month at Key Middle School. 

                             *Media are invited to tour the center and interview students, staff, and representatives from ProUnitas and the Kashmere Success Center.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Who:                  HISD Board of Education Trustee Rhonda Skillern-Jones, Kashmere High School Principal Nancy Blackwell, ProUnitas, Inc. CEO Adeeb Barqawi, Kashmere Success Center Community Council Chair Keith Downey, Houston Federation of Teachers President Zeph Capo, and Kashmere students
 
When:             Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016 at 3:30 p.m.
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The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with
283 schools and nearly 215,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan
area with more than 28,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.HoustonISD.org.

Houston Independent School District « 4400 West 18t Street « Houston, Texas 77092-8501
www.HoustonISD.org « www.facebook.com/HoustonISD « www.twitter.com/HoustonISD





