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282 schools and nearly 212,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan
area with more than 28,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.HoustonISD.org.
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 Eight HISD students from four high schools win National Merit Scholarships
 
May 8, 2015 – Eight Houston Independent School District students are among more than 2,500 high school seniors from across the country to be selected this week to win a National Merit Scholarship. 

The HISD students, who attend Bellaire and Carnegie Vanguard high schools, DeBakey High School for Health Professions, and the High School for the Performing & Visual Arts were chosen from a pool of more than 15,000 National Merit Finalists. 

The National Merit Scholarship Program rewards academically talented U.S. high school students who score well on the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) with free money for college. Scholarships are provided to National Merit Finalists who have the strongest combination of accomplishments, skills and potential for college success from each state.

Each student will receive a $2,500 scholarship. Many post-secondary institutions also award full scholarships to students who are recognized as National Merit scholars.

“We’re so proud to see our scholars receive national recognition for their academic success,” said HISD Superintendent Terry Grier. “To be honored by such a distinguished and competitive program should really inspire them to continue to excel in college.”

Roughly 1.4 million high school juniors from across the country took the 2013 PSAT, which serves as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. Less than 1 percent — about 16,000 students — were named semifinalists. Fifty-six HISD students were among them. 

About 15,000 students advance to the finalist level of the competition.
The scholarship winners were chosen by a committee of college admissions officers and high school counselors who appraised the finalists’ academic records, scores from two standardized tests, contributions and leadership in school and community activities, submitted essays and recommendations from high school officials. 

HISD’s National Merit Scholarship winners are:

Bellaire High School

Tianxiu Chen

Marina T. Finley

Carnegie Vanguard High School

Brett J. Gu

DeBakey High School for Health Professions

Xiaoyi Dou

Zachary A. Kortum

Teresa A. Lee

Poornima L. Tamma

High School for the Performing & Visual Arts

Claudia Isabel Heymach
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