



Graduating Seniors Receive Record-Breaking Scholarship Offers
44 HISD Graduation Ceremonies in 3 Days
May 31, 2012 – More than 9,000 seniors will graduate from HISD high schools in the coming days.  So far, HISD seniors have been offered more than $172 million in college scholarships, a record-breaking amount that surpasses last year’s total by more than $40 million and the total for the Class of 2012 is still growing. 

Almost 90 percent of HISD’s graduates have been accepted into college and half of these students were accepted into a 4-year university.  In fact at Davis High School, for the first time in the school’s history, the entire graduating class applied and got accepted into a two or four year college or university.  Plus, the district currently boasts the highest graduation rate and the lowest dropout rate ever.


These are all results of the district’s efforts to ensure every student is prepared for college and one of the reasons HISD’s high schools continue to be among the nation’s best. 

 Twenty-one HISD high schools recently earned recognition in the Washington Post High School Challenge, a list of 1,800 schools representing the top 9 percent in the nation when it comes to preparing graduates for college. Only 125 Texas high schools made the list, and HISD campuses – Carnegie Vanguard, Eastwood Academy, and DeBakey High School for Health Professions – represent three of the national top 100.

In addition, HISD high schools also occupy 9 out of 1,000 positions on Newsweek’s list of America’s Best High Schools.  Only 86 Texas high schools made the Newsweek list.


These national rankings are a result of the district’s Advanced Placement initiative that began in 2009 to ensure all HISD students have access to at least 15 college-level AP courses in every high school.  

Last year students earned a score of 3 or higher, which is the score most colleges require for course credit, on 6,657 AP exams, which is a 35 percent increase from 2009.  


Such strong AP initiative is also one of the reasons HISD is among the four finalists for the Broad Prize for Urban Education, the nation’s most prestigious education award which recognizes the top urban school district in America for its strong academic achievement and narrowing the achievement gap. 

In keeping with the district's mission of creating a college-bound culture in every school, HISD opened the Energized for STEM Academy in 2008 in an effort to help students earn college credits that will prepare them for postsecondary academics as well as technical careers in a variety of fields.  On June 2, the inaugural Energized for STEM Academy Class of 2012 will be graduating with college credits and have all been accepted into college or the United States Military and were awarded scholarships totaling nearly $2 million.  

HISD Superintendent Terry Grier will attend the following graduation ceremonies.

	Saturday, June 2
	10:00am
	Chavez High School
	Hofheinz Pavilion, University of Houston 

	Saturday, June 2
	4:00 pm
	Scarborough High School
	George R. Brown Convention Center

	Sunday, June 3
	4:00 pm
	Sharpstown High School
	Delmar Sports Complex


Here’s the entire list of graduation ceremonies. 

	 BARNETT SPORTS COMPLEX

6800 Fairway, 77087

	Sterling
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m.

	Kashmere
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	Jones/AVA
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	4:00 p.m.

	Furr/REACH
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	 BUTLER SPORTS COMPLEX 

13755 South Main , 77037   

	North Houston Early College
	Friday, June 1, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	Challenge Early College
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m. 

	International High School
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m. 

	East Early College
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	4:00 p.m. 

	Eastwood
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	Houston Academy for International Studies
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	New Aspirations
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	4:00 p.m.

	DELMAR SPORTS COMPLEX

2020 Mangum, 77092 

	Austin
	Friday, June 1, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	Lee
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m. 

	Washington
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m. 

	Davis
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	4:00 p.m. 

	Wheatley
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	Sharpstown
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	4:00 p.m.


	

     GEORGE R. BROWN 

(Room- General Assembly )

        1001 Avenida de las Americas, 77010

	DeBakey          
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m. 

	Jordan             
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m. 

	Scarborough   
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	4:00 p.m. 

	HS for Law Enforcement & Criminal
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	7:00 p.m.


	HOFHEINZ PAVILION

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

3100 Cullen Blvd., 77204   

	Chavez
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m.

	Reagan
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	Westside
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	5:00 p.m.

	Sam Houston
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	Madison
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	4:00 p.m.

	RELIANT CENTER

HALLS B & C

One Reliant Park, 77054   

	Lamar
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m.

	Bellaire
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	3:00 p.m.

	 TSU

HEALTH & P.E. BUILDING

 3100 Cleburne Ave.,77004   

	Westbury
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:00 a.m.

	Worthing
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	1:00 p.m.

	Yates
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	4:00 p.m.

	Milby
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	Waltrip
	Sunday, June 3, 2012
	4:00 p.m.

	 TSU

SAWYER AUDITORIUM

 3100 Cleburne Ave.,77004   

	Energized for STEM Central
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	12:00 p.m.

	JONES HALL 

615 Louisiana, 77002  

	HSPVA
	Friday, June 1, 2012
	7:00 p.m.

	GOOD HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3015 North MacGregor Way,77004 

	Hope Academy
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	10:30 a.m.

	KC Hall

2320 Hatfield Road

Pearland, TX 77581

	Mount Carmel Academy
	Saturday, June 2, 2012
	3:00 p.m.

	KINGDOM BUILDERS CENTER 

(The Worship Center)

6011 W.Orem, 77085

	Carnegie 
	Friday, June 1, 2012
	6:30 p.m.

	SHERATON BROOK HOLLOW

3000 North Loop West, 77092

	DeVry
	Friday, June 1, 2012
	7:00 p.m.


                                                                                                                            
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 279 schools and more than 203,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees.  For more information, visit the HISD website at www.houstonisd.org.
                                                                                                                            
