 
EMERGE students head east to tour elite colleges

Ninety-four HISD students to visit nine schools in four days

While some HISD students are in summer mode, 94 Houston ISD sophomores and juniors have embarked on a nine-stop tour of Ivy League and Tier 1 colleges. 

The students are part of the district’s EMERGE program for high-performing, low-income students and will attend panel discussions, information sessions and workshops through June 5. They will also eat in the campus dining halls, visit museums and take cultural history tours. 

 This is the second year for an East coast college tour. 

“Exposure like this allows a student to see a college they are hoping to attend in person,” said Rick Cruz, HISD assistant superintendent of College Readiness and founder of the EMERGE program. “They will get to hear from other first-generation college students who can tell them about the application process and what it is like to leave home to pursue a higher education.”

Last year’s college tour included the University of Pennsylvania, Harvard, MIT, Tufts, Brown, Columbia, and Yale. The students who took part in that tour graduated this weekend and received acceptances to top-tier colleges – including Rice, Amherst, Smith, Stanford and Ivy League schools. Each was awarded a full scholarship or has received 100 percent financial assistance from their school of choice. EMERGE is currently at 14 HISD high schools and will expand to additional school sites this fall.[image: image1.jpg]HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with
282 schools and nearly 212,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan
area with more than 28,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.HoustonISD.org.
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