

HISD to Giveaway New Car at Second Annual ‘Cool to Be Smart’ Celebration
District is contacting all qualifying students who will be entered in giveaway

June 27, 2012 – The Houston Independent School District is contacting more than 1,000 recent graduates who qualify to win a brand new car at the upcoming second annual Cool to Be Smart celebration on Aug. 5.

The purpose of this annual event is to encourage and recognize scholars who completed five or more Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses or a combination of both and took the corresponding exams.  Students who score high enough on these exams are eligible to earn college credits.  Click here to watch a video and read about last year’s inaugural Cool to Be Smart event.
“In HISD, not only have we raised the standards and rigor for all our students, we also celebrate their hard work and achievements,” Superintendent Terry Grier said.  “Cool to Be Smart recognizes students who challenged themselves academically by completing college-level coursework. I am so proud that more and more students in HISD are taking these courses and earning college credit during high school.” 
The number of AP exams taken by HISD students that resulted in scores high enough to earn college credit has increased 35 percent since 2009.  All HISD high schools currently offer at least 15 AP courses.
HISD staff will be calling all of the qualifying Class of 2012 students from more than 40 high schools in July to ensure they are present to enter the drawing and win prizes.  These recent graduates will also receive an official invitation by mail. 
The grand prize, a new 2012 Dodge Caliber, was donated by Helfman River Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram.

“This is such an exciting event, and we are thrilled to be a part of it,” said Alan Helfman, president of Helfman River Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram.  “We understand the value of a higher education and the importance of recognizing those students who go the extra mile to better prepare themselves for the future.”
Aside from the grand prize, members of the HISD Class of 2012 who excelled in college-level AP or IB courses will also have an opportunity to win seven $1,000 scholarships, one $3,000 scholarship and five laptops provided by The HISD Foundation, as well as an iPad provided by Cell Phone Repair. 
“The HISD Foundation strives to recognize high achievement, and this is an excellent opportunity to recognize those students whose hard work and dedication has paid off as they set off to start a new chapter in their lives,” said Tina Medlin, president of the HISD Foundation.  “To show our commitment to the district and to college-readiness, the HISD Foundation will also award several scholarships at this event to help the students with their college expenses next year.”
All winners will be randomly selected during the event on Sunday, Aug. 5 at Bayou City Event Center, 9401 Knight Road, from 5 to 7 p.m.  

Students may call the HISD College and Career Readiness Department at 713-556-7277 to see if they qualify for the drawing.
About the HISD Foundation:
The HISD Foundation provides philanthropic support and donor accountability for the seventh-largest school district in the nation. Funds raised by the HISD Foundation provide resources to advance the core initiatives of the district’s Strategic Direction. Fundraising efforts focus on institutional priorities set by the superintendent of schools and board of education. A separate 501 (C) (3) nonprofit, the Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of business, community and philanthropic leaders. Programming is aligned with the district’s five core initiatives: Effective Teacher in Every Classroom; Effective Principal in Every School; Rigorous Instructional Standards & Supports; Data-Driven Accountability; Culture of Trust through Action. For more information about the HISD Foundation please visit www.houstonisdfoundation.org.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 279 schools and more than 203,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD website at www.houstonisd.org.
