HISD PRESS RELEASE

HISD expands participation in Verizon Innovative
Learning program

June 29, 2022 — Houston Independent School District, in partnership with Digital Promise and
Verizon Innovative Learning, will welcome eight schools into the Verizon Innovative Learning
program, Verizon’s education initiative which addresses barriers to digital inclusion, for the
2022-23 school year.

In partnership with Digital Promise, Verizon Innovative Learning Schools program equips every
student and teacher at select middle and high schools across America with a device and up to a
four-year data plan. In addition to free technology and access, schools receive extensive
teacher training and support, along with the opportunity to engage in powerful teaching and
learning that leverages technology in and out of the classroom.

“Technology continues to lead the way throughout Houston and nationwide, both in our
classrooms and in our communities” said Superintendent Millard House II. “With partners like
Verizon, we can ensure that HISD students have equitable access to the technology and
curriculum necessary to continue fostering creativity and innovation.”

Baylor College of Medicine Academy at James D. Ryan Middle School, Baylor College of
Medicine Biotech Academy at Rusk, Billy Reagan K-8 Educational Center; Burbank Middle
School; James S. Deady Middle School, Pilgrim Academy, Stevenson Middle School, and
Williams Middle School are among the 50 new schools joining Verizon Innovative Learning
Schools, bringing the program to more than 560 middle and high schools nationwide. These
schools join 28 other Houston Independent School District schools already participating in
Verizon Innovative Learning.

In addition to free iPads/Chromebooks and accompanying 30GB 4G LTE Verizon data plans for
every student and teacher, participating schools will be assigned a full-time coach to train
teachers in effectively integrating technology into their lessons.

"So many students across the nation lack the access to technology and resources they need to
be successful in today’s digital world,” said Tandra LeMay, State & Local Government Affairs,
Verizon. “On behalf of Verizon, we are excited to help enable students in the Houston
Independent School District to develop the skills, knowledge and capabilities for a more
promising future."



Verizon Innovative Learning is driving academic improvements because of the initiative.*! In a
recent teacher survey, 88 percent of teachers reported that Verizon Innovative Learning
helped them explore new ways of teaching, and 81 percent said the program enhanced
student engagement. 88 percent of teachers reported that Verizon Innovative Learning Schools
allowed for more individualized instruction in their classrooms.

Learn more about Verizon Innovative Learning Schools program and how to apply at
verizon.digitalpromise.org.
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About Verizon Innovative Learning

Verizon Innovative Learning, Verizon's award-winning education initiative, is celebrating 10
years of addressing barriers to digital inclusion for students and teachers. Since 2012, the
program has committed over $1 billion in market value to support STEM education, reaching
nearly 1.5 million students. Verizon Innovative Learning provides free technology, internet
access and emerging technology-infused learning programs to students in under-resourced
communities - enabling students to develop the skills, knowledge and confidence needed to
build an innovative workforce of the future. In 2021, Verizon launched Verizon Innovative
Learning HQ, a next-gen online education portal that provides free access to immersive XR
educational experiences to all educators, including K-12 teachers, nationwide. A key program
under Citizen Verizon, the company’s responsible business plan for economic, environmental
and social advancement, Verizon Innovative Learning is helping to drive the company’s
commitment to provide 10 million youths with digital skills training by 2030. Learn more at
CitizenVerizon.com.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the eighth-largest in
the United States, with 276 schools and nearly 197,000 students. The 333-square-mile district is one of
the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area, with more than 27,000 employees.
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1 **Source: Westat (2020): Verizon Innovative Learning Teacher Survey June 2020
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