



HISD Offers Free and Reduced Meals Program to Qualifying Students for 2012-2013 Academic Year
Parents urged to submit application
August 2, 2012 – The Houston Independent School District announces the policy for free and reduced-price meals served under the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program for the 2012-2013 school year.


Each school has a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.


The Houston Independent School District Schools offers a choice of healthy meals each school day. Breakfast is free; lunch costs $2.25 at all elementary and secondary schools. The reduced price is $.40 for lunch at all schools. HISD students may qualify for free meals or reduced-price meals.


All meals served must meet nutrition standards as established by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. If a child has a disability, as determined by a doctor, and the disability prevents the child from eating the regular school meal, the school will make substitutions prescribed by the doctor. If a substitution is needed, there will be no extra charge for the meal. Please note, however, that the school is not required to make a substitution for a food allergy, unless it meets the definition of disability. Parents need to call the school for further information.


The household size and income criteria identified below will be used to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits. Students from households whose income is at or below the levels shown are eligible for free or reduced-price meals. Foster children who are the legal responsibility of the state agency or court are eligible for free meal benefits regardless of the income of the household with whom they reside.

INCOME GUIDELINES

	FAMILY
	ANNUALLY
	
	MONTHLY
	
	WEEKLY
	

	SIZE
	Free
	Reduced Price
	Free
	Reduced Price
	Free
	Reduced Price

	1
	$14,521
	$20,665
	$1,211
	$1,723
	$280
	$398

	2
	$19,669
	$27,991
	$1,640
	$2,333
	$379
	$539

	3
	$24,817
	$35,317
	$2,069
	$2,944
	$478
	$680

	4
	$29,965
	$42,643
	$2,498
	$3,554
	$577
	$821

	5
	$35,113
	$49,969
	$2,927
	$4,165
	$676
	$961

	6
	$40,261
	$57,295
	$3,356
	$4,775
	$775
	$1,102

	7
	$45,409
	$64,621
	$3,785
	$5,386
	$874
	$1,243

	8
	$50,557
	$71,947
	$4,214
	$5,996
	$973
	$1,384

	9
	$55,705
	$79,273
	$4,643
	$6,607
	$1,072
	$1,525

	10
	$60,853
	$86,599
	$5,072
	$7,218
	$1,171
	$1,666

	11
	$66,001
	$93,925
	$5,501
	$7,829
	$1,270
	$1,807

	12
	$71,149
	$101,251
	$5,930
	$8,440
	$1,369
	$1,948

	For each additional family member add:
	
	
	

	
	+ $5,148
	+ $7,326
	+ $429
	+ $611
	+ $99
	+$141



Application forms will be distributed to all households with a letter informing households of the availability of free and reduced-price meals for their child(ren) in each school. To apply for free and reduced-price meals, households must complete an application and return it to the school. Applications may be submitted anytime during the school year. The information households provide on the application will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility and verification of data. Applications may be verified by the school officials at any time during the school year.


For school officials to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits, households receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits (formerly Food Stamps) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), only have to list their child’s name and SNAP or TANF case number. An adult household member must sign the application.


Households that do not list a SNAP or TANF case number must list the names of all household members, the amount and source of the income received by each member, and the last four digits of the social security number of the adult household member who signs the application. If the adult who signs the application does not have a social security number, the household member must indicate that a social security number is not available by checking the box “I do not have a social security number”. The application must be signed by an adult household member.


Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price meal policy, Student Eligibility and Accountability’s Manager, Team Leader and Clerical/Data Entry Staff will review applications and determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the reviewing official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to: Food Services Senior Administrator, 6801 Bennington St., Houston, TX 77028, Phone: 713-491-5853.

Many students have been approved for free meals, for the school year 2012-2013 based on information provided by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). The households of these children were sent HISD Direct Certification Notices by U.S. Mail. These households are not to complete or return a school meal application for the child(ren) listed on the notification letter. Direct Certified students are eligible for free meals.


If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school. Such changes may make the students of the household eligible for benefits if the household’s income falls at or below the levels shown above.

Parents can complete an online application by going to: www.mealapps.houstonisd.org.   

Parents can prepay for their child’s lunch by going to: www.parentonline.net. 
The Child Nutrition office will let you know if you are approved or denied.

Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 279 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 

For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
