



Bellaire High School Graduate Wins New Car at ‘Cool to Be Smart’ Celebration 

Dozens others win scholarships, laptops, iPads and other great prizes
August 4, 2013 – Bellaire High School graduate Kevin Dwyer, who caught a ride with his friend to the event, left the third Annual Cool to Be Smart celebration on Sunday in a brand new 2013 Dodge Avenger donated by the HISD Foundation and Helfman River Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram.    

            “This is really cool!  I never thought I’d win,” said Dwyer who will be studying electrical engineering at Texas A&M University this fall.  “My friend’s dad joked around that I would win, but I never imagined it would actually happen.”     

            The crowd went crazy as Dwyer walked up the stage to greet Helfman River Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram President Alan Helfman and HISD Superintendent Terry Grier as they handed the keys to his brand new car.

            “We are thrilled to be here celebrating their hard work and encouraging them to follow their dreams,” said Helfman who supported this event for the second consecutive year.  

Dwyer took more than a dozen AP courses while in high school and will be going to college with nearly 30 credit hours.  The purpose of this annual event is to encourage and recognize recent graduates who enrolled in five or more Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses or a combination of both and took the corresponding exams.  Students who score high enough on these exams are eligible to earn college credits. Nearly 1,000 Class of 2013 HISD students qualified for this drawing.

“I know that the road to college is not easy, but it’s exciting to see so many students that have worked incredibly hard,” said HISD Board of Education President Anna Eastman.  “We are confident these students will go on to be successful college graduates and professionals.”

Just like Dwyer, hundreds of recent HISD graduates and their parents attended Sunday’s event.  Many scholars left the Bayou City Event Center with scholarships, laptops, iPads and many other great prizes thanks to the event’s generous sponsors.

“This was an amazing turnout!  We are proud to have seen so many families here to celebrate the accomplishments of these recent graduates,” Grier said.  “They have truly set the bar high by taking such rigorous courses and preparing themselves for college.”

            This year HISD students took approximately 23,000 AP exams in May 2013, nearly twice as many than they did in 2009 before Grier launched an aggressive initiative to expand access to college-level courses in all high schools.  HISD graduates also passed 7,800 AP exams this year. 

About the HISD Foundation:
The HISD Foundation provides philanthropic support and donor accountability for the seventh largest school district in the nation. Funds raised by the HISD Foundation provide resources to advance the core initiatives of the district’s Strategic Direction. Fundraising efforts focus on institutional priorities set by the superintendent of schools and board of education. A separate 501 (C) (3) nonprofit, the Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of business, community and philanthropic leaders. Programming is aligned with the district’s five core initiatives: Effective Teacher in Every Classroom; Effective Principal in Every Classroom; Rigorous Instructional Standards & Supports; Data-Driven Accountability; Culture of Trust through Action. For more information about the HISD Foundation please visit www.houstonisdfoundation.org.
                                                                                                                                                             
 
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 282 schools and nearly 210,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with more than 25,000 employees.

For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
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