

North Forest Families Urged to Complete Application for HISD’s Free and Reduced Price Meals Program
Application available online and at all HISD campuses for 2013-2014 academic year
August 6, 2013 – The Houston Independent School District urges all North Forest families to complete an application with HISD’s Food Services Department as soon as possible in order for their children to qualify for free or reduced price meals during the 2013-2014 school year.   


“Many of our families may not realize they need to apply each year for meal benefits,” HISD Food Services Senior Manager Brian Giles said.  “It‘s important that they submit the application in order to qualify so their children can start the first day of school with healthy meals.” 
North Forest families received meals last year under the USDA’s Provision II policy which only required application completion every four years.   This year that policy no longer is in effect, and all families must re-apply each year.  The student lunch price for the 2013-2014 school year is $2.25.  

Free and reduced-price meal applications can be completed online at www.mealapps.houstonisd.org or in person at all HISD campuses.  All North Forest community households will also receive a hard copy of the application by mail during the first two weeks of August.  In addition, representatives from HISD’s Food Services Department will be at campus registration events helping parents complete their applications. 


Only one application is required per household.  Parents will need their children’s HISD student identification number, if available, and the household’s monthly income. North Forest households can still apply even if they do not have an assigned student ID number.
For more information contact your school office or call the HISD Student Eligibility office at 713-491-5944.

Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at programintake@usda.gov. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136(Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 282 schools and nearly 210,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with more than 25,000 employees.
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
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