

HISD Police Department Awarded the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies Accreditation
HISD is the only CALEA-accredited school district in the nation
August 7, 2013 – The Houston Independent School District Police Department was awarded the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) accreditation this month.  HISD now boasts the only accredited public school district police department in the nation. 

The accreditation was accomplished through a highly regarded and broadly recognized body of professional standards and a review conducted by independent assessors and CALEA’s commissioners. 

“This continuing commitment to excellence demonstrates the HISD Police Department’s dedication to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world,” HISD Police Chief Jimmy Dotson said.  “Our police department abides to the highest standards as we provide service to our community and those who have empowered us to protect and serve them.”


CALEA, an independent accrediting authority developed in 1979, was established for two reasons: to develop a set of law enforcement standards, and to establish and administer an accreditation process through which law enforcement agencies could demonstrate voluntarily that they meet professionally recognized criteria for excellence in management and service delivery. Currently, over 900 public safety agencies are enrolled in some stage of the CALEA accreditation process.


The CALEA Accreditation Program provides a police department with a process to systemically review and internally assess their operations and procedures.  Accreditation is awarded for a period of three years and requires a continuing commitment from the accredited agency. HISD Police Department will undergo reaccreditation in February 2016. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
 
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 282 schools and nearly 210,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with more than 25,000 employees.
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
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