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Office of the Superintendent of Schools 
Board of Education Meeting of August 3, 2020 
 
Office of Information Technology 
Scott Gilhousen, Chief Information Technology Officer 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AND AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A 

NEW INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE REGION 4 EDUCATION 
SERVICE CENTER FOR THE OPERATION CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM 
FOR TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES 

 
The Houston Independent School District (HISD) Board of Education is asked to 
approve the Operation Connectivity Interlocal Acquisition Agreement and authorize the 
superintendent and other appropriate district personnel to take all necessary actions 
under such agreement. 
 
Operation Connectivity is a joint effort among Governor Greg Abbott, the Texas 
Legislature, and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to connect Texas students with a 
device for remote learning and a reliable internet connection using funding through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The program will provide 
matching funds, based on the number of economically disadvantaged students in a 
school district, for districts to facilitate purchases of necessary devices and hotspots. 
The TEA, through the Region 4 Education Service Center (Region 4), has worked with 
vendors to secure reduced prices and timely delivery to Texas school districts through a 
bulk order program. The Operation Connectivity interlocal contract is a new agreement, 
separate from the Region 4 purchasing cooperative The Cooperative Purchasing 
Network (TCPN). 
 
To take advantage of the bulk order program and the matching funds, HISD must sign 
the Operation Connectivity Interlocal Acquisition Agreement by August 4, 2020. 
 
COST/FUNDING SOURCE(S): Any purchases under this contract will be made 

from the general fund appropriations. 
 
STAFFING IMPLICATIONS: None 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS/IMPACT: This agenda item supports all four district goals 

and is aligned to Core Initiative 3: Rigorous 
Instructional Standards and Supports. 

 
THIS ITEM DOES NOT REQUIRE CONSULTATION. 
 
THIS ITEM DOES NOT ESTABLISH, MODIFY, OR DELETE BOARD POLICY. 
 

A.2
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RECOMMENDED: That the Board of Education authorizes the superintendent of 
schools or a designee to negotiate and execute an interlocal 
agreement with Region 4 for the Operation Connectivity program, 
effective August 3, 2020. 

A.2
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