Amazon Funding Computer Science Education for 60 Elementary Schools in Houston Independent School
District Benefitting More Than 32,000 Students

Houston Independent School District part of Amazon Future Engineer’s expansion to more than 5,000 schools — more
than ever before—nationwide

Funding from Amazon Future Engineer delivers teacher professional development and curriculum, including virtual
opportunities, from BootUp PD—a nonprofit professional development provider specializing in elementary school
education—that focuses on high-quality computer science concepts, practices, and standards for teachers and students

Amazon Future Engineer program aims to bring high-quality computer science access to students from underserved
communities and groups currently underrepresented in tech from childhood to career

Houston, TX—September 15, 2020 — Amazon and the Houston Independent School District today announced that
Amazonis funding computer science education and teacher professionaldevelopmentfor 60 elementary schoolsinthe
district, impacting more than 32,000 students from underserved communities and groups currently underrepresented in
tech as part of its Amazon Future Engineer program. The Houston Independent School District (HISD) is part of Amazon
Future Engineer’s expansion to more than 5,000 schools, 1,000 of which will be elementary schools.

Amazonis working with BootUp PD, a nonprofit professional development provider specializing in elementary school
education, to bring computer science to each school. BootUp PD’s typically in-person professional development sessions
adapt well to a virtual modeland provide teachers with the tools they need to bring engaging coding lessons to their
students both on-screen and in-person. High-quality computerscience education forelementary school students during
their school day s a critical piece of Amazon’s “childhood to career” approach because it helps bridge equity skill gaps at
an age whenstudents are just beginning to formulate ideas about theirfutures.

“I want to thank Amazon for providing HISD students with the opportunity to participate in the Amazon Future Engineer
program,” HISD Interim Superintendent Grenita Lathan said. “This forward-thinking and innovative curriculum will
develop tomorrow’s highly qualified tech professionals for careers in coding, artificial intelligence, machine learningand
other 21°* century fields.”

“I am pleasedto see Amazon Future Engineer continue to investin our school districts, said Mayor Sylvester Turner.
“Early exposure to computer science skills teaches our HISD students to solve problems and think critically. These skills
will helpthem succeedin the classroom and beyond and will be instrumentalin building the next generation of
innovation and technology talent.”

“We’ve beenincredibly impressed with the stories we hear of elementary schoolteachers going above and beyond to
keep theiryoungstudents engaged, learning and smiling, especially during these difficult times,” said Jeff Wilke, CEO
Worldwide Consumer, Amazon. “As students from across the country begin school — whethervirtually or in person—we
are confident that Amazon Future Engineer’s focus on younger studentsin need will be a helpfultool forteachers as
they prepare all of their studentsfora bright future.”

"This opportunity will close equity gaps by ensuring computer science learning opportunities for studentsin under-
served communities throughout the nation,” said Clark Merkley, BootUp PD’s Executive Director. “Itis the first ongoing
national sponsorship focused onimplementing sustainable, district-wide computer science. We’re extremely proud to
be a part of somethingthat will have a measurable, positive impact for decadesto come.”

Amazon’s commitment to HISD is part of its $50 million investmentto increase access to computerscience/STEM
education across the country, primarily through Amazon Future Engineer. In addition, Amazon has donated more than
$20 million to organizations that promote computerscience/STEM education. Already in Texas, there are more than 200
high schools and more than 150 elementary schools participating in the Amazon Future Engineer program.



https://blog.aboutamazon.com/amazon-future-engineer-more-than-doubling-reach
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/
https://bootuppd.org/
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazonfutureengineer.com%2F&esheet=52210651&newsitemid=20200428005842&lan=en-US&anchor=Amazon+Future+Engineer&index=1&md5=a29574cefddd12ca69a57016dfc4a886
https://bootuppd.org/
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Amazon employees are volunteering virtually in Amazon Future Engineer classrooms,
talking to the students about the importance of their own computerscience education. Amazon Future Engineer also
launched the Amazon Cyber Robotics Challenge —a free, virtual, first of its kind coding competition that teaches
students the basics of computerscience in the context of a real-life industry challenge. To learn more about what
Amazonis doing in response to COVID-19for communities, employees, partners, and customers, check outthe Amazon
Blog: Day One.

About Amazon Future Engineer

Amazon Future Engineer intends to inspire, educate, and prepare children and young adults from underrepresented and
underserved communities to pursue computer science. The program is part of Amazon’s $50 million investmentin
computerscience and STEM education. In addition, Amazon Future Engineerhas donated more than $20 million to
organizations that promote computerscience and STEM education across the country. Each year, Amazon Future
Engineeraims to inspire 550,000 K-12 students across more than 5,000 schools to explore computer science through
elementary school curriculum, middle and high school courses, and teacher professional development; awards 100
students with four-year $10,000 scholarships, as well as offers guaranteed and paid Amazon internships to gain work
experience; awards $25,000 Amazon Future Engineer Teacher of the Year Awards, and forms unique partnerships with
trusted institutions to bring new coding experiences to students.

About BootUp Professional Development

BootUp PDis a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit specializing in district-wide elementary computerscience initiatives that
focus on creativity and problem-solving. Since 2015, BootUp has worked with almost 300 elementary schoolsinten
states, directly impacting over 150,000 students. BootUp prepares teachers to facilitate open-ended coding projects that
are project-based and personally meaningfulin the free platforms Scratch and Scratchlr. Students are empowered with
creative and interactive curricula that allow them to explore their personalinterests through coding with design, music,
animation, games, or stories. Applications are beingaccepted at: www.afebootup.smapply.org.

About Houston Independent School District

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh largestin the United
States, with 280 schools and more than 209,772 students. The 333-square-mile district is one of the largest employersin
the Houston metropolitan area with more than 27,000 employees.
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