

HISD Students to Deliver Inspired Speeches in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King  
15th annual MLK Oratory Competition on Friday 

January 10, 2011 – After months of hard work and preparation, HISD fourth- and fifth-grade students will recite their original speeches inspired by Martin Luther King, Jr. at the 15th Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory Competition.  Students will have five minutes to demonstrate their skills in delivery, stage presence, content interpretation and memorization in addressing the topic: “How will you carry forward the legacy of Dr. King in your personal and professional life?”
The Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Competition will take place at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, January 14, at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church (500 Clay Street, 77002). 

The Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory Competition, hosted and sponsored by Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, was launched in 1993 to recognize and encourage the writing and presentation skills of elementary school students.  

“Even at such a young age, these talented orators instill mature insight and perspective into their speeches as they share how Dr. King’s legacy has impacted their character and helped them create a blueprint for their future,” said Gardere Operating Partner Claude Treece.  

During October and November, students participated in school-wide preliminary rounds held at HISD schools.  Last Friday, students competed to represent their schools at the preliminary competition held at HISD’s Thompson Elementary School and 12 finalists were selected to advance to the final competition.  

The first-place winner will receive a plaque and a $1,000 savings bond, while other finalists will receive savings bonds of varying amounts.  

The 24 HISD elementary participating schools include: Anderson, Atherton, Bruce, Burrus, Cornelius, Crawford, Crespo, Dodson, Foerster, Garden Villas, Gregg, MacGregor, Mading, Park Place, Pleasantville, Port Houston, Rodriguez, Sanchez, Thompson, Valley West, Wainwright, Whidby, Windsor Village and Woodson.

Last year’s winner, 10-year-old Christian Burgs from HISD’s Garden Villas Elementary, made national headlines for his speech in “teaching” the audience how to achieve their own dreams by following Dr. King’s example.

“I, along with others, will too have to face some hardships, but one thing is certain: The obstacles Dr. King faced made ‘our’ road achievable,” he said.  “Dr. King’s actions have taught me not to just knock on the door of opportunity, but kick it in.”

Christian, who is now a sixth-grader, hopes to attend Harvard and become a lawyer.  To see Christian’s speech and videos of past competitions, please click here: http://www.gardere.com/Firm_Profile/Community/Community_Gardere_Article/?id=CommunityItem2
ABOUT GARDERE WYNNE SEWELL LLP

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, an AmLaw 200 firm founded in 1909 and one of the Southwest’s largest full-service law firms, has offices in Austin, Dallas, Houston and Mexico City. Gardere provides legal services to private and public companies and individuals in areas of energy, hospitality, litigation, corporate, tax, government affairs, environmental, labor and employment, intellectual property and financial services.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
