

HISD Board of Education to Name New Board President 
Trustees to vote on Green School Buses at January 14 meeting

January 12, 2011 – The Board of Education of the Houston Independent School District is expected to vote Thursday on the new board president for the coming year.
The regular meeting will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 13, at the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center (4400 West 18th Street, 77092).
The Board also will elect the first vice president, second vice president, secretary and assistant secretary.  The new officers will serve until January 2012.  The HISD Board of Education is the official policy-making body composed of nine trustees from separate districts who serve staggered four-year terms.

In addition to electing new officers, the Board is also expected to vote on accepting a $2 million grant from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the Railroad Commission of Texas to help buy environmentally friendly school buses.  The grants -‑ $1.5 million from the TCEQ and $620,500 from the Railroad Commission -- will help fund 70 percent of the cost to purchase 25 propane-fueled school buses, with HISD covering the rest.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, propane-fueled vehicles produce 30 to 90 percent less carbon monoxide and about 50 percent fewer toxins and other smog-producing emissions than gasoline engines.  Propane is one of the cleanest-burning fuels that is not toxic and not harmful to the environment.  

The board meeting will be carried live on HISD’s website and on the HISD Channel, which can be found on Comcast Channel 18.  For a full copy of the board meeting agenda, click here.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
