

Houston ISD to Kick-Off Mentoring Program for Businesses Owned by Minorities and Women on February 1st

In partnership with the City of Houston, Metro and the Port Authority

January 13, 2011 – In an effort to increase the participation of businesses owned by minorities and women as prime/sub contractors for construction projects and vendors providing supplies, the Houston Independent School District (HISD) has joined forces with the City of Houston, Metro and the Port of Houston Authority to provide valuable mentoring through a program known as Mentors Guiding Protégés (MGP).

 MGP is designed to foster working relationships between the leaders of established companies and emerging minority and women-owned business enterprises (MWBE).  The goals of the MGP program are to enhance the business skills and broaden the base of MWBE contractors doing business with HISD, the City of Houston, Metro and the Port Authority by providing the knowledge and expertise of established firms.

HISD’s Business Assistance Department will host the inaugural orientation session for selected mentors and protégés on Tuesday, February 1, at the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center (4400 West 18th, 77092) at 10:00 am. 

Business Assistance General Manager Alexis Licata said, “This program will help MWBE protégés make connections with mentors, who have the knowledge and expertise, to help them grow their businesses. It will be exciting to watch the development of the protégés as they become more competitive in the Houston market.”

The program is part of a larger interagency initiative known as “Guiding Protégés to Success” that includes the City of Houston, Metro, and the Port of Houston Authority. The goal is to increase diversity participation among prime/sub contractors for construction projects and general procurement commodities.

For more information, email inquiries to: businessassistance@houstonisd.org or call HISD’s Business Assistance Department at 713-556-7273.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
